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that they would take a deposition in New York on the 13th, in 
Telation to that very question of fact which occurred twenty 
years ago in a Territory more than one thousand miles off. 
N ow he would inquire whether any authority had been given 
toghe magistrates Coote and Tallmadge, to take these deposi- 
tions? Was there any commission given to take testimony? 


Was there any order or resolve ef the committee authorizing 
these depr@itians to be taken? 

Mr. HALSTED was understood to say that there was not, but 
that it had been customary for parties to take testimony in that 
way, to be used before the Committee of Elections. These de- 
positions were taken before the decision of the committee. 

Mr. WISE said he thanked the gentleman for the statement. 
So it appeared that, the question of estoppel was suspended, the 
court was taking testimony—whilethe sitting Delegate was-un- 
certain whether it would be necessary to go into an investiga- 
tion of the facts, the court was ging on to take testimony 
against him. Mr. Wise here read the notice from the remon- 
stran'sto Mr. Levy, chat they would take depositions before Mr. 
Coote, in Was!ington, on the Iith, and before Mr. Tallmadge, 
in New York, on the 13th. Who was this notice sent by? Peter 
Smith, who was notonly one of the remonstrants, but one of the 
witnesses also. The Delegate goes to the committee, and asks 
if authority had been given to these persons to take depositions, 
aiid is answere:! in the negative. Now, heisto attend at the 
court here on the } 1th; the testimony before Mr. Coote is taken 
cn the sare day; and in New York testimony is to be taken on 
the 13th, Sir, this is too rapid strides for courts of justice. 

Ifthe seat of Mr. Levy had been comtested by an opposing 
can lidate,he would have been obliged to conform to all the 
formalities required by the laws of Florida in casee of contest- 
ed elections; but by this mode of proceeding by a remonstrance, 
instead of a contesting candidate, all the wholesome restraints 
and formatities of the law have been unfairly evaded. Mr. 
W. then slightly glanced at the meritsof the case, stating the 
pointsand the evidence on which the sitting Delegate relied; 
and said that, under the circumstances, he weuld not now go 
‘behind the certificate of Governor Worthington, and the deci- 
sions of the courts, which he looked eee as prima facie evi- 
dence, and he didnot know but he might consider it as conclu- 
sive. This case effected not Mr. Levy alone, but thousands 
and tens of thousand of others, whose rights to citizenship rest- 


ed onthe French and Spanish treaties, by which Louisiana and 
Florida became parts of the United States. 


After some further remarks in explanation, by Messrs. GAM- 
BLE and LEVY, 


Mr. POPE (to give time for consideration) moved that the 
House adjourn; which motion prevailing— 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tugspay, September 7, 1841. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
sundry brush makers, asking that no additional 
daty may be imposed upon bristles. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a preamble 
and resolutions of a meeting of the citizens of 
Pike, Jackson, and Hocking counties, Ohio, ex- 
pressive of their satisfaction with the course of 
the Whigs at the present session, and condemning 
the ve'o. 

Mr.C. would only add, that more intelligent 
and patriotic men did not exist than those of the 
valley of Scioto who had done him the honor of 
making him the organ of presentation of their 
views. Read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
Senate whether al! the money due to the United States from 
the Pennsylvania Bank of the United States has been paid into 
the Treasury; and, if not, the amounts and interest not paid, 


and the reasons why not paid, and the actual state and condi- 
tion of the moneys, &c. ° 


‘Lhe bill making appropriation for the outfit 
and arrearages of the diplomatic agents of the 
Government was taken up in-Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. MANGUM moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the appropriation for the salary of a 
Caarge at Naples. 

On this motion a debate ensued which lasted 
until the morning hour had expired, Messrs. 
RIVES, BUCHANAN, KING, and _ others 
participating, when, on motion of Mr. CLAY, the 
Senate proceeded to the discussion of 

THE REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to amend the bill by 
adding to the Ist section. 19h line, after the word 
Saltpetre, “tallow ;”’ in the Glst and 621 lines, the 
words “mohair, marrow and other soap stocks, and 
palm oil,” so as to make them free articles. 

Mr: C. then exp'ained the object he had in 
view by the amendment, and advocated it in some 
brief remarks. 

Mr. CLAY opposed the insertion of tallow at 
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The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was decided in the negative. 

Toe question was then taken on the second 
branch of the amendment, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. BATES then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting in the 45:h line of the Ist section, after 
the word berries, “‘smalis;” and after the word 
dying, “prnnelle.” 

Mr. B. explained the object of the amendment. 
The first wasa delicate dye ured in the manufac- 
‘ure of paper and earthenware. It was a small 
affair, and not calculated to interfere with the re- 
venue. Thesecond article was used in the manu- 
facture of buttons and shoes, of which there were 
several establishments in his own immediate 
neighborhood. 

The question was then taken on the adep ion of 
the amendment, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved to amend the bill 
by adding to the end the Ist section the following 
proviso: 

‘Provided, That any change made by this act which accord- 
ing to the provisions of the act of 2d March, 1833, commonly 


called the compromise act, cannot take effect prior to the Ist 
July, 1842, shall be postponed until that time. 


Mr. CLAY said he could not consent to any 
such amendment. The whole effect would be to 
refer this subject to the Judiciary, instead of carry- 
ing out the measure by their own legislation, It 
would be creating revenue in a very different way. 
The object of the bill was to raise money. Suppose 
there was revenue wanted and could only be ob- 
tained by going beyond the compromise, they 
would havetodoit. He was desirous to preserve 
the compromise act inviolate, and his hope and 
belief was that they might by ecomomy be aible to 
do so; but, with all they were doing with this bill, 
there would sull be a deficit of some ten or twelve 
millions of dollars, if the loan was to be met. 

Mr. CALHOUN said all professed to be going 
on the ground that the compromise act was to be 
respected; but he had his fears that it would end in 
a violation of every principle cf that act. The 
land bill had produced a deficit, which they were 
called on to replace, and that would go to violate 
the spirit of the compromise, 

Mr. CLAY said thenext year there wou!d be a 
deficit of eight millions. Well, the land bill un- 
der the most prosperous state of things would be 
Only three millions; which, ceducted from the eight 
millions, would still leave a deficit of five to be 
provided for. The vote of the Scnator and his 
friends in exempting tea and coffee, had heiped to 
swell the deficiency. He thoughttca and coffee 
the most desirable articles on which to raise reve- 
nue, for reasons which he bad given on another 
occasion. There was an opposition toa land bill, 
which the Senator thinks wrong, and because he 
does so, he will not vote for this bill, although the 
supplies be wanted, because that bill had been 

assed. Now what is the principle of such a step? 
hy, thatany Senator might refuse to vote sup- 
plies to carry on the Government, because a mea- 
sure to which he wasunfriendly should have passed 
the Senate. The great principle that governed Re- 
publics was that the majority should decide. 

The debate was further continued on the amend- 
ment by Mr. CALHOUN, in its favor, and Mr. 
HUNTINGTON egainst the same; when the ques- 
tion having been taken, by yeas and nays, was de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Sevier, and Young—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntiagton, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smi:h of Indiana, South- 
ard, Tallmadge, andWLite—24. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting, at 83 of the Ist section, after the word 
“ wood,” the following: * But this proviso sffall 
not be so construed as to increase the duty now by 
















law imposed cpon the woods mentioned in it, and 
imported from any port or place witbin the pro- 
vinces oi Upper or Lower Canada.” 

After a tew remarks from Mr. EVANS, the 
question was taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, King, Linn, Nicholson, Sevier, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, Wright and Young 
—13 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Milter, Morehead, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, South. 
ard, Tallmadge, and White—24. 

Mr. MILLER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting, in the 56:h line of the first section, after the 
word “fustic,” “ ground flint;” which motion was 
adopted. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting, in the 22d line of the Ist section, after the 
words fo wit, the following: “ Blankets costing not 
above 75 certs each, from and after the 30ih day 
of June, 1842” 

Mr. B. said the rates of duty on these blankets 
during the administrations of Jackson and Van Bu- 
ren were comparatively small, not over 5 per cent. 
—quite a low rate of duty. He des'red to have 
the article exempted, because it was used generally 
by poor people. 

Mr. CLAY opposed the amendment, on the 
ground that the revenue derived from this source 
was considerable, and that every dollar of it would 
be wante!, and read a letter from Buffalo, which, 
he said, was wriiten by a highly respectable genile- 
man, v hostawd that the effect of this amendment 
would be to destroy the manufacture in this coun- 
try of blankets for the Indian trade, and throw it 
altogether iato the hands of the British manufac- 
turer. 

Mr. BENTON, in reply, said that the amend- 
ment did not touch blankets used by the Indians. 
They must have a blanket which will answer as a 
substitute for the buffalo hide, and they cost much 
higher than seventy-five cents. He then read from 
an oficial document the following list of prices for 
Indian blankets: 


Sterling cost of Indian blankets in England, from in- 
voices of the year 1832. 
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The guestion was taken on the amendment, and 
decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Caloun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Felton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichol- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Wood- 
bary, Wright, and Yousg—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clay cf Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Stargeon, 
Tallmadge, and White—25. 

Mr. BENTON said, if revenne was the object 
of the bi'l, he could devise a plam to put a million 
of dollais in the Treasury at least. He would 
move to strike out from the first section the article 
of raw hides. : . 

On this motion quite an animated discussion 
took place, the amendment having been warmly 
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supported by Mr BENTON and as warmly op- 
posed by Mr. EVANS. 

Mr. WALKER said he was not prepared to 
vote for the proposition of bis friend {rom Missou- 
ri. Raw hides were an article which entered 
largely into the commerce of Mississippi in a ma- 
nufactured state, and he would not agree to lay 
any additional burdens upon the people of that 
State. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, and decided in the negative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Ciay of Ala- 
bama, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Ni- 
cholson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
nn Woodbury, Wright, and Young—14. 

AYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Waiker, White and Wood- 
bridge—28. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senate would recollect 
that, at the last session, he had asked leave to bring 
in a bill to tax the circulation of banks and bank- 
ets, which leave had been refused, chiefly on the 
ground thai the bill involved the origination of a 
revenue measuie, which could only constitutionally 
originate in the House of Represeniatives. Ac- 
quisecing in that decision, he had withdrawn his 
bill, and given notice that he would take advan- 
tage of the first appearance of a revenve bill in 
this chamber, to offer i: as an amendment to such 
bill, which all admitied could be done, and thus 
avoid the objection to originating revenue bills ia 
this chamber. That opportunity bad now arrived: 
a revenue bill bas come into thischamber frem the 
House of Represeniatives—ihe bill now before the 
Senate for laying duties on the comforts and neces- 
saries of life: and to this bill I offer my bil! of the 
last session, as an amendmen', to come in asa new 
section at the end of the bill. 


The amendment was sent to the table, and was 


read as follows: 

Beit further enacted, That from and after the last day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, » Bd 
shall be laid and collecied throughout the United States, its 
Territories, and the District of Columbia, a tax on bank notes 
and all other paper put into circulation as money, by corpora- 
tions, individuals, or companies, as follows: ; 

On notes, and other paper for circulation, of the denomina- 
tion of twenty dollars and upwards, one percentum per annum 
on the amount of the circulation thereof. 

On notes, and other paper for circulation, of the denomina- 
tion of five dollars and under twenty dollars, two per ceatum 
per annum on the amount of the circulation thereof, with one 
per centum per annum in addition thereto, until the said tax 
amounts to twelve per centum per annum. 

On notes, and other circulating paper of less denomination 
than five dollars, four per ceatum per annum on the amount of 
the circulation thereof, with (wo per centum per annum in ad- 
dition thereto, unt the said tax amounts to twelve per centum 
perannum, 

Bre. 2. And he it further enacted, That every description 
of paper put into circulation hy corporatiens, companies, or 
individuals, which shall be transferable by delivery, and with- 
out the endorsement of each passer thereof, and without being 
subject to the lawe which apply to inland bills of exchange, 
shal! be held and deemed to be circulating paper within the 
meaning of this act, and shall be subject to the tax hereby im- 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every corporation 
company, or individual, who shallissue notes of ‘paper or the 
forezoing descriptions, shall be subject to the tax aforesaid, and 
within thirty days afier the last day of September in each and 
every year, shall make out and transmit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the marshal! of the district in which the said issue 
is made, # statement, verified by affidavit showing the average 
Somes amount of the circulation of their notes or paper for 
the three firet quarters of the year, and the estimated average 
circulation for the remaining quarter; the average of which 
four qguaters shall be held and taken to be the annual circula- 
tion; the said statement to be made out according to a form to 
be obtained from the Secretary of the Treasury, through the 
marshal of the district; on failure to make which return, the 
said corporation, company,or individual! shall be liable toa dou- 
ble tax, and toa fine of fifty thousand dollars. 

Sao. 4. And be it further enacted, That immediately on 
receiving said returns, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall cause thetax accruing thereupon to be collected by the 
marshal, and duly accounted for and paid over by him. 

Bro. 5. And be it further enacted,That ~ per cen- 
tum shall be allowed to each marshal for his compensation in 
collecting and paying over said moneys. 

Sexo. 6. And be it further enacted, That alditional and se- 
paran® security shall be required from. each marshal for the 
faithful jtecharge of his duties under this act. 

Bec. 7. And be it further enacted, ‘Vhat all double taxes 
incurred uno. this act fora default in not making returns 
of the circulation, Shall Se computed by the marshal of the dia 
trict aad the Serretary of the Treasury according to the reputed 
capital employed, ‘or Circulation issued, by the delin- 
quent party; and ail fines under this act shall be recovera- 
bie by faction of debt, and sital! be divided between the in- 
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formers and the law officers of the Whited States prosecuting 
the same. 


The amendment having been read, Mr. B. said: 
This is a very proper time, Mr. President, to bring 
in @ proposition of this character—a proposition 
to bring bank notes into the catalogue of taxable 
articles inthe United Siates. The time is very 
appropriate for this proposition; for it happens to 
be a time when taxation is the order of the day— 
when borrowing and squandering—debis, loans, 
and taxes—are the daily work of Congress; and 
when the necessaries and comforts of life, so long 
either free from tax, or in the course of reduction, 
and intended by the Democracy to be made free, 
are seized upon by the now dominant party, and 
subjected to new and heavy tax. During the wise, 
prudent, and patriotic administrations of Jackson 
and Van Buren, the articles of tea, coffee, spices, 
fruits of foreign origin, with silks, linens and 
worsted goods, and many other articles, to the an- 
nual value of seventy-six millions of dollars, were 
made free of tax;to the great relief of the ci- 
tizen, and the great encourarement of com- 
merce. Ovher articles, to the annual value of 
fourteen millions of dollars, among which 
were common blankets, were reduced to small du- 
ties, paying from five to fifteen per centum on the 
foreign cost. Other articles, among which [ spe- 
cify the pre-eminent one of salt, was ip a course of 
reduction of duty, and intended by the Democracy 
to be entirely free in a shorttime. All these are 
now seized upon—I should rather say, were seized 
upon (for we have snatched tea and coffee from 
their grasp) by the party now in power, and sub. 
jected to a tax, nominvally of twenty per centum on 
the value, but in reality above fifty, when the 
costs of importation, the home valuation, the cash 
duties, the wholesale merchant’s profit, and the 
retailer’s profit, are taken into account. We are 
now engaged in this new and truly federal work 
of taxation—universal taxation—extending to all 
that comes from abroad and which enters into the 
consumption of the country. At such a time, it 
must ceriainly be a proper time to bring forward 
bank notes as a fit and suitable item to be brought 
within the grasp of the taxing power. 

The time is proper, and the article more to. The 
article is the paper money, issued by banks and 
bankers, and which, to them, is not only property, 
but the meas by which they acquire property, and 
the instrument by which they govern the price of 
property, putting up and putting down the price of 
all property as it suits the daily calculations of 
their own interest. Nothing can be more reasoable 
than to requite the banking interest, which is em- 
ployed in that branch of domestic manufactures 
which consis's in converting the cheap and vile 
material of lampblack and rags into ‘he valuable 
commodity of money; nothing can be more rea- 
sonable than to require this interest to contribute 
something, in common with the rest of the commu. 
nity, to the support of the Government under 
which we live. It is a large interest, very 
able to pay taxes, most proper to them, and 
which pays nothing on its peculiar wealth. 
It is an interest which holds the purse of 
the nation, and should pnt something into the na- 
tiona! purse. Itis an interest which possesses many 
privileges over the rest of the community; many 
privileges granted to it by law; many others 
usurped in defiance of law; and which, in fact, is 
above all law, and ail government; and conducts 
itself with tyranny or lenity, with good faith or bad 
faith, precisely as it suits its own interest. In ad- 
dition to all the privileges and advantages, granted 
'o this interest, or usurped by it, is the great privi- 
lege of exemption from Federal taxation. While the 
producing and laboring classes, with their small 
incomes, are all taxed, or to be taxed, in their com- 
forts and necessaries—in their iron, salt, coffee, 
tea, spices, sugar, molasses, coarse blankets, and 
sO many other articles—the banking interest, 
which wallows is wealth, rio's in luxury, and deals 
and gambles in hundreds and thousands of mil- 
lions of dollars per annum, is to be untaxed in 
the faricle which constitutes its wealth, and 
malres it master of the wealth of the country. This 
is wrong—radica'ly, fundamentally, wrong; wrong 
in itself, and upjast, injurious, and iniquitous to 
thé rest of the community. It has long been my 


urpose to endeavor to terminate this injustice. 
This is the proper time to make the attempt, and 
the more so as the banks in three-fourths of the 
Union are now in an open state of revolt against 
all law, and against al! Government, refusing to 
pay their notes, while the foreign exchanges, the 
abundance of gold and silver, the peaceful! state 
of the world, and the universal reguiarity of gqom- 
merce, deprive them of every pretext to continue 
their unjust and tyrannical suspension. 

In other countries, the moneyed interest, em- 
ployed in banking, is subject to taxation. I knot 
of no country in which banking is tolerated, except 
our own, in which this interest is not tafed. in 
Great Britain—that country from which we bor- 
row the banking system—the banking interest pays 
its fuli proportion of the public taxes; it pays near 
four milions of dollars per annum. It paid, in 
1836, the sum of $3,725,400; in 1837, it paid the 
sum of $3,594,300 These are the last years for 
which I have seen the details of British taxation, 
ani the amounts I have stated comprehend the 
bank tax upon the whole United Kingdom; upon 
Scotland and Ireland, as well as upon England and 
Wales. It is a handseme item in the budget of 
British taxation. Ii is anamount worth collecting, 
and was levied on two branches alone of the bank- 
ing business: on the circulatioa and the bills of ex- 
change. The discounts were not taxed. In the 
amendment which | have proposed, the circulation 
alone is proposed to be taxed—one branch only 
out of the three branches of the banking business— 
and thus the papersystem will still be more favored 
in this country than in Great Britain—the country 
from which we get it. 

In our own coun'ry, Mr. B. said, the banking in- 
terest bad formerly been taxed, and that in ali iis 
branches: in its circulation, its discounts, and iis 
bills of exchange. This was during the Jale war 
with Great Britain; and though the banking busi- 
ness was then small compared to what it is now, 
yet the product of the tax was cunsiderab'e, and 
well worth the gathering: it was about $500 000 
perannom. At the end of the war this tax was 
abolished, while most of the war taxes laid at the 
same time, for the same purpose, and for the same 
period, were continued in force; among them the 
tax on salt, and other necessaries of tife. By a 
perversion of every principle of righteous taxa- 
tion, the tax on banks was abolished, and that on 
salt was continued. This has remained the case 
for twenty-five years, and it istime to reverse the 
proceeding. It is time to make the banks pay, and 
to let salt go free. 

Mr. B. next siated the manner of levying the 
bank tax at present in Great Britain, which, he 
said, was done with great facility and simplicity. 
It was a levy of a fixed sum on the average circu- 
lation of the year, which the bank was required to 
give in for taxation, like any other property; and 
the amount was then collecied by a distress war- 
rant, if not paid. This simple and obvious method 
of making the levy, had been adopted in 1815, and 
had been followed ever since. Before that ume, it 
was cffected through the instrumentality of a 
stamp duty; a stamp being required for each note, 
but With the privilege of compounding for a gross 
sum. In 1815, the option of compounding was 
dropped; a gross amount was fixed by law es the 
tax upon every million of the circulation; and this 
change in the made of collection has operated so 
benefically, that, though temporary at first, it has 
deen made permanent. The amount fixed was at 
the rate of £3500 for every million. This was 
for the circulation only: a separate and much hea- 
vier tax was laid upon bills of exchange, to be col- 
lected by a stamp daty, without the privilege of 
composition. 

Mr. B. here read, from a recent history of the 
Bank of England, a brief account of the iaxation 
of the circulation of that institution for the last 
fifty years—from 1790 to the present time. It was 


at that time her circulation began to be taxed, be- 
cause at that time only did she begin to have a cir- 
culation which dispiaced the specie of the country. 
She then began to issue notes under ten pounds, 
having been first chartered with the privilege of 
issuing none of less denominaiion than one hun- 


dred pounds. Jt was a century—from 1694 to 
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1790—before she got down to five pounds, and 


afterwards to two pounds, and to one pound; and’ 


from that time the specie bas:s was displaced, the 
currency convulsed, and the banks suspending and 
breaking. The Government indemnified itself, in 
a small degree, for the mischiets of the pestiferous 
currency which it had authoriged; and the extract 
which he was about to read was the history of the 
taxationon the Bank of England notes, which, 
commencing at the small composition of £12,000 
per annum, now amounts to a large proportion of 
the near four millions of dollars which the paper 
system pays annuaily to the British Treasury. He 
read: 


“The Bank of England, till lately, has always been particu- 
larly favored in the composition which they paid for stamp du- 
ties. In 1791, they paid acomposition of $12,000 per annum, 


in lieu ofall stamps, either on bills or notes In 1799, on an in- 
crease of the stamp duty, their composition was advanced to 
£20,000, and an addivon of £4,000 for notes issued under £5, 
raised the whole to £24,000. In 1804, an addition of not less 
than 50 per cent. was made tothe stamp duty; but, although 
the Bank circulation of notes under £5 had increased from one 
anda half to four anda half millions, the whole composition 
was ouly taised from £24,000 to £32,000. In 1808 there was a 
further Increase of 33 per cent. to the stamp duty, at which 
time the composition was raised from £32,000 to £42,000. 

“In both these instances, the increase was pot in proportion 
even to the increase of duty;and no allowance whatever was 


made for the increase in the amount of the bank circula- 
tion. 


“It was not till the session of 1815, on a further increase of 
the stamp duty, that the new principle was established, and 
the Bank compelled to pay a composition in some proportion to 
the amount of their circulation. The compositi n is now fixed 
as follows: Upon the average Circulation of the preceding year, 
the Bank is to pay at the rate of £3,500 per million, on their 
aggregate circulauuon, without reference to the different classes, 
and value of their notes. The establishment of this principle, 
it iscalculated, caused a saving to the public, in the years 1815 
and 1816, of £70,000. By the neglect of this principle, which 
ought to have been adopted in 1799, Mr. Ricardo estimated the 
public to have been losers, and the Bank consequently gainers, 
of no less a sum than half a million sterling, ($2,5 0,000.”’) 


Mr. B. remarked briefly upon the equity of this 
tax, the simplicily of iis levy since 1815, and its 
large product. He deemed it the proper model to 
be rollowed in the United States, unless we should 
go on the principle of copying all that was evil, 
and rejecting ail that was good in the British paper 
system. We horrowed the banking system from 
the English, with ail its foreign vices, and then 
added others of our own to it. England has sup- 
pressed the pestilence of notes under £5, (near $25,) 
we retain sreail notes down to a dollar, and thence 
to the fractional parts of a dollar. She has 
taxed all notes; and those under £5 she taxed 
highest while she had them; we, on the contrary, 
tax none. The additional tax of £4,000 on the 
notes under £5, rested on the fair principle of tax- 
ing highest that which was most profitable to the 
owner, and most injurious to the country. The 

‘small notes fell within that category, and therefore 
paid highest. 

Having thus shown that bank circulation was 
now taxed in Great Britaiv, and had been for fifty 
years, Mr. B. proceeded to show that it had also 
been taxed in the United States. This was in the 
year 1813, and for four years thereafier. In the 
month of August of the year 1813, a stamp act 
was passed, applicable to banks and to bankers, and 
taxing them in the three great branches of their 
business, to wil: the circulation, the discounts, and 
the bills of exchange. On the circulation, the tax 
commenced at one cent on a one dollar note, and 
rose gradually to fifty dollars on notes exceeding 
one thousand dollars, with the privilege of com- 
pounding for a gross sum in lieu of the duty. On 
the discounts, the tax begun at five cents on notes 
discounted for one hundred dollars, and rose gradu- 
ally to five dollars on notes of eight thousand dol- 
lar and upwards. On Lillis of exchange, it began 
at five cents on bills of fifty dollars, and rese te 
five dollars oa those of eight thousand dcllars and 
up vards. 

Such was the tax (coutinued Mr. B.) which the 
moneyed interest, employed in banking, was re- 
quired to pay in 1813, and whict it continued to 
pay until 1817. In that year the banks were re- 
leased from taxation, while taxes were continued 
upon all the com/orts and necessaries of life. Taxes 
are now continued upon articies of prime neces- 
sity—upon salt even; and the question will now go 
before the Senate ani! country, whether the banking 
interest, which has now grown so rich and 
powerful—which monopolizes the money of the 
country—beards the Goveramen distress 





or prespe. ity when it pleases—the question is now 
come whether this interest shall continue to be ex- 
empt from tax, while every thing ¢jse has to 
pay. 

Mr. B. said he did not know how the banking 
interest of the present day would relish a proposi- 
tion to make them coniribute to the support of the 
Government. He did not know how they would 
take it; but he did knowhow a banker of the old 
school—one who paid on sight, according to pro- 
mise, and never bioke a promise to the holder of 
his notes; he did know how such a banker viewed 
the act of 1813; and he would exhibit his behavior 
to the Senate: he spoke of the late Srepnen Gi- 
RaRD Of Philadelphia; and he would let him speak 
for himself, by reading some passages from a peti- 
tion, which he presented to Congress the year after 
the tax on bank notes was laid. 

(Mr. B. here read a memorial from Mr. Girard 
in 1814, in which he expressed his readiness to 
bear his proportion of the bublic burdens by pay- 
ing taxes onthe bank notes which he issued, and 
only a-ked for the same privilege of compounding 
for the tax which was granted to incorporated 
banks. He showed that he would pay ten thousand 
dollars per annum on every million of his cireula- 
tion, while the chartered banks would compound 
for amuch lesssum. He prayed to be admitted to 
compound in the same manner. ) 

Mr. B. baving read these passages from Mr. Gi- 
rard’s memorials, went on to say: I have referred 
to this memorial, Mr. President, fer the purpose 
of showing, first, the readiness which an honorable 
and patriotic banker of the old school paid the 
taxes which the Government imposed upon bis 
business; and, next, to show the very considerable 
amount of tax, amounting as it did to ten thousand 
dollars on the million of circulation. All this, 
with the additional amount en the discounts and 
on the bills of exchange, Mr Girard was very 
willing to pay, provided ail paid alike. In this, 
as in all the business of his life, he was the model 
which later bankers should follow. 

Mr. B having vindicated the amendment which 
he offered on the authority of British and Ame- 
rican precedent, as well as on the test of reason and 
principle, went on to state its details, and to show 
the probable amount which the tax on bank notes 
would produce. He stated that he proposed a tax 
of one percentom per annum on the notes of 
twenty dollars, and upwards; of two per centam on 
the notes of five dollars, and under twenty; and 
four per centum on the notes under the denomination 
of five dollars. This he held to be a more moderate 
tax than that imposed upon the banking interest by 
the act of 1813; for, while it taxed the circulation 
somewhat higher than was done by that act, yet it 
taxed nothing but the circulation. The discounts 
and bills of exchapge were not included. He jus- 
tified the higher tax placed on the small bills for 
the same reason which occasioned them to be more 
highly taxed in Great Britain, whec notes under 
five pounds were tolerated there; namely, because 
these smal! notes were more profitable to the Bank 
than the larger ones, and therefore, could afford 
to pay higher; and were more ivjurioas to the 
country, and therefore, ought to pay higher. 

To collect this tax, Mr. B. said his biil followed 
the plan which had been pursued in England since 
the year 1815, that is, to require the banks and 
other corporations, and the individuals and com- 
panies which issued paper money, to give in to 
the clerk of the United States District Court the 
average of the circulation for the first three quar- 
ters of the year, and an estimate for the fourth 
quarter; vpon which the marshal of the district 
should make the collection of the tax, under the 
instructions of the Sec.etary of the Treasury. He 
held this to be a cheap, efficient, and simple me- 
thod of collecting the iax. It avoided all the ob- 
jections which app'ied to a stamp duty: objections 
so great that, both in England and America, while 
a stamp duty was nominally imposed, a com- 
po:ition so far below the duty was permitied, 
that the dnty was always compounded for a gross 

m. 

The prodvet of the tax was the point to which 
Mr. B. next adverted. He said the product would 
be large, and well worth the trouble and expense 




































of collecting it. On the present circulation of abvut 
one hundred millions of dollars, of which more 
than the one-half might be assumed to be of no'es 
under twenty dollars, and therefore paying the 
higher tax, the product would not be less than 
one and a half millions of dollars per annum. 
Bat the paper system is now in a state of depres- 
sion. It was depressed to make “distress” for the 
Presidential election of 1840. The explosion of 
gambling and insolvent banks, has depressed it 
still further; but expansion will follow contraction; 
aod the circulation will soon swell out again to 
make plander for speculators. In 1837, the bank 
circalation was one hundred and forty millions. 
The Sub-Treasary being now repealed, and paper 
money again made the currency of the Federal 
Goverament, the bank circulation will again swell 
toits highest point of distension—probably atiain an 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred milhons; and 
the tax would then yield something like two or 
three m'Lions of doliars perannum. The collec: 
tion of this sum from the banking interest would 
not only be just in itself, but would have the bene- 
ficial effect of enabling Congress to" dispente with 
some of the taxes now levied, or to be levied, on 
articles of necessity and comfoit. 

Having made this exposition of his amendment 

asa revenue measure—as a measure purely and 
simply intended to raise revenue from the moneyed 
interest employed in banking, Mr. B. said there 
was an additional feature in the amendment which 
he bad not yet mentioned, ani which he should 
now proceed to develope. This feature was the 
annual progressive increase of the tax on small 
notes—those under the denomination of twenty 
dollars—which he had .nserted in the amendment; 
and the motive for which increase he would now 
state. The amendment, as already explained to 
the Senate, proposes a higher tax on the smali 
notes than on the large ones. This was done on 
the fair revenue privcip'e before stated, and which 
was acted cn in England when the circulation of 
small notes was permitted there. But in addition 
to this higher tax on such notes, an annual in- 
crease is proposed to be added to it until the whole 
txx amounts to twelve per centum per annum. 
This increase was not intended solely for revenue, 
but partly to effect the gradual suppression of these 
notes. This was the motive for the increase; and 
the amendment was so drawn as to present this 
additional tax as a separate clause, and as claim- 
ing from the Senate a distmet and separate consi- 
deration. The provis‘on was, that notes of five 
dollars, and under twenty, should pay one per 
cen'um per annum additional tax, and those onder 
five dollars should pay two per centum per annum 
additional, until the tax on each amounted to 
twelve perceatum. This additional tax annually 
increasing, would gradually bear down these notes, 
put an end (o their circulation in the lapse of some 
years, supplying revenue in the mean time, 
Mr. B. said, this is the object of the second part 
of the amendment, and a beneficial asd laudable 
object it is. Small notes are the curse and pesti-~ 
lence of the country. They are the bane of err. 
rency, the fraud of circulation, and the oppression 
of tne laboring part of the community, ‘The voice 
of a continent exeerates them, but the power of the 
banks forces them upon the country. Every body 
prays for their suppression, except the few who 
feed and fatten upon this iniquitous trash. Al! 
good men want it suppressed. Well, here isa 
way to suppress i, and to make the suppression 
both universal and efficient. There is no difficulty 
about it. The mode has often been suggested on 
this floor, and now is the time to adopt it. Its ori- 
gin, so far as Mr. B. was informed, belonged to 
Mr. Gallatin. He had long since proposed this tax 
upon small notes, as the means of suppressing 
them, and shewed both the efficiency and the consti- 
tutionality of the remedy. Mr. B. here read ex- 
tracts from Mr. Gallatin’s essay upon currency in 
1830, as follows: 


*. 

“We have already adverted to the provisions of the Coneti. 
tution, which declare that no State shall either coin money, 
emit bills of credit, make any thing but gold and silver coin a 
tender in payment of debta, or pass any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts,and which vest in Congreas the exclu- 
sive power to cuin money, and to regulate the value thereof, 
and of foreign 6s y . Con 


has the power tolay stamp duties on nates, on bank notes, 
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ee notes. ‘That power has already 
been exercised, (from 1813 to 1817;) and the duties may be laid 
to such an amount, and tn such a manner, as may be necessary 
effect the object intended, (‘To establieh a uniform curren- 
, he enumerates as one of the objects to be thus effected.) 
exerciee of the power fer that ovjectis free ofany consti- 
tutional objection, provided the duties thus laid shail be uni- 
furm, and applied to the Bank of the Uniued States, as well as 
to the State banks, The act of laying and collecting the du- 
ties, which isa power expressly graited, is alone sufficient to 
effect the object. ‘ S ; Congress may, if it Ceems 
p r, lay a stamp duty on small noves, which will put an end 
to circulation. r : it may lay such a duty 
on all bank notes. as would converta!! the banksinto banks 
of diecount and deposite only, annihilating the paper currency, 
and render a Bank ef the Gaited States unnecessary in rele- 
rence to that object.” 


Such, said Mr. B. is Mr. Gallatin’s opinion on 
this subject. He considers it both constitational 
ande jent to suppress the circulation of small 
motes in this manner, avd sodol. It is constita- 
tional, for it is a power expressly granted. It will 
be efficient, for the tax can be made whatever is 
necessary io accomplish the object. And here it is 
gratifying to be able to say, that our Constitution 
contains two distiact express powers, by which our 
banks, and their paper currency, may be regulated: 
namely, the power to establish a bankrupt system, 
and the power to lay and collect duties, These two 
powers are sufficient to regulate the currency and 
the banks; and only require to be exercised by Con- 
gress, in order to put an end to all pretext fora 
National Bank—a species of remedy far worse 
than the disease, bad as the disease may be. 

Mr. B. repeated that his amendment presented 
two distinct features, one purely and simply finan- 
cial, to produce revenue, by a tax on bank notes 
generally; the other extending beyond revenue, and 
incidentally accomplishing the great object of gra- 
dually diminishing the circulation of small bank 
notes. If the amendment shou!d be adopted, at 
least one million of revenne might be expected 
from it io the course of the ensuing year, and in- 
creasing with ‘he periodical cxpausions of the pa- 
per system. This would be one great object. A 
second great object would be to terminate ihe cir- 
culation of all paper money under five dollars in 
tte period of four or five years, In addition to 
this, the amendment can be easily extenved so as 
to effect the suppression o/ al notes under twenty 
dollars within the p-riod of time that Congress 
should designate. For him:elf, Mr. B. said he was 
in favor of suppressing all paper circulation uncer 
one hundred dollars; but the public mind was not 
yet ripe for so strong a measure. It would require 
two or three years more to bring the public mind 
up to that point—two or three years more of bank 
criminality, bank immorality, bank depredation on 
the community, and public and private loss and 
suffering under bank tyranny, to bring the public 
mind up to the point of security which the public 
safety requires. 

The question having been taken on the adop- 
tion of this amendment, the vote stood as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, 
and Woodbary—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of A’abama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Grabam, 
HMuntingion, Mangum, Merrick, Muller, More- 
head,Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 


Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out from the Ist section, in line 55, the 
words ‘furs undressed of a}} kinds.” 

Mr. B. said this amendment, i! 2dopted, would 
produce to the Treasury about $290,000 per an- 


-num. In addition to this it would afford conside- 


rable relief to the American free trade, which at 
present labored undir this disadvantage, that 
while foreign furs were admitied free of duty from 
evely country under the sun, Amezican furs 
are taxed with heavy duties by every toreigu pow- 
er. The amendment was then rejected—ayes 18, 
noes 25, as Toliow:: 

Messrs Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Kicg, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Swrgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentacky, Ciayton, 
Evans, Hegdcrson, Huntington, Mangum. Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Sn-ith ef Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

No other amendments being proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and the question being 
on concurring in the amendments made in com- 
mittee, a motion was made tw except the amend- 
ments respecting watches, jewellery, &c. and 
bleaching powders, and to take the question on the 
others collectively; which was agreed to, and the 
balance of the amendments concurred in. 

The question being then on concurring with the 
committee in making watches, parts of watches, 
jewellery, &c. liable to a duty of twenty per 
cent.— 

A long discussion ensued, in which Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN, CLAY of Kentucky, WRIGHT, KING, 
and WALKER, advocated a redaction of the duty, 
on the ground thatthe cnly effect of a duty of 
twenty percent. would be to drive the fair trader 
from the business, to encourage smuggling, and to 
reduce the revenue. At the present time, an insu- 
rance could be effected in European poris to smug- 
gliag goods into this country at seven anda half 
per cent. The money that would be paid into 
our Treasury in case the duties were moderate, 
would thos be given ‘in premiums for dis- 
honest dealings. It would abolish entirely one 
branch of regular trade, and put it in the hands of 
smugelers. The reduction was opposed by Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, BATES, BUCHANAN, and 
WOODBURY, on the ground that these articles 
were most proper objects of taxation; that the argu- 
ment of smuggling could be brought against the 
imposition of any duty; and that, while the com- 
mon necessaries of life were taxed at the rate of 20 
per cent. it was wrong that articles of mere luxury 
shouli be placed at a greatly reduced rate. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the committee in the duty of 20 per cent. 02 
watches, jewellery, &«. and decided in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 30, noes 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Alabama, 
Clayton, Evans, Folton, Graham, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mangum, Miller, Mouton, Nicholson, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Siurgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, 
Woodbury, and Young—30 

NAYS—Meéessrs. Archer, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Cuthbert, Henderson, King, Merrick, More- 
head, Sevier, Southard, Walker, and Wright—12. 

Mr. SIMMONS sai! it was at his suggestion that 
bleaching powder had been inserted in the bill, 
since which he had been fully satisfied that the ar- 
ticle could be manufactared in this country to any 
adequate exten!, and be should therefore move that 
the Senate do not concur in the amendment. 

This motion having prevailed, bleaching powder 
is now lable to a duty of 20 per cent. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the bill by 
exempting salt from daty, after the 30:h June, 
1842, and on tha! motion he desired the yeas and 
nays. 

The question having been taken, the vote stood 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Preston, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Woodbary, Wright, and Young—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Calhoun, Choate,Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington,Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, 
Simmens, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
and Ta!limadge—24 

An amendment was offered by Mr. CHOATE, 
in relation to an allowance of drawback on all 
spirits manufacturned from foreign mo!asses ac- 
cording to the quantity of molasses used; and 

Mr. CHOATE sent a memorial to the Chair, 
which was read in explanation. ® 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. CLAY 
and Mr. BENTON, and on the question being taken 
it was agreed to, 


Mr. CLAY then proposed to so amend the bil/ 
as that it should be made to take effect from and 
after the 30th of September. He was aware there 
was a great diversi'y of opmion in relaticn to the 
sabject; but en the whole there was a great ma- 
jority who concurred on some short day. Every 
discerning merchant @nust have seen that the ses. 
sion would aot terminate without some such law, 
and the only regret was that the bill should have 
been so long before Congress—long enoug?, in 
fact, to have a!lowed orders 10 have been sent, and 
returns received, or other orde:s countermanded. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt it his duty w move 
an amendment to the amendment, by moving to 
insert the words ‘‘ thirty days from and after the 
passage of this act”—a time, in his Opinion, too 
short, bat would allow of any orders being coun. 
termanded. He left it to the sense of the Senate, 
and should ecntent him-elf with asking the yeas 
and nays on the question. 

Mr. CLAY saica the bill had stood from the first 
September, ever since it was first introduced, and 
all had had time during the discussion to have 
taken what steps they might have éecmed most 
conducive to their interests. 

Mr. WOODBURY was in favor of tas time 
fixed by the Senator from Kentucky, as weil from 
the advantages ‘hat would result as the conveni- 
ences to the Depariment. 11 was the time the com- 
mercial year commenced, and from which the ac- 
counts were made up. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, it was decided in the ne- 
gative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Choate, Cuthbert Mouton, Smith of Conn. Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, and Wright—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Berrien, Ciay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, King, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Nicholsen, Porter, 
Preston, Riv_s, Sevier, Sunmons, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbury, 
and Young—32. 

Mr. CALHOUN then said he felt it his duty to 
move to ameod the amendment by inserting the 
words “from the Ist November next.” He thought 
a shorter time than this would be an act of the 
grossest injustice that ever people were guilty of. 
He instanced the case of merchants in Coarleston, 
who generally did not receive their fall sup- 
ply of goods from abroad until the mooth of 
October, and on many of thesearticles the duty 
was raised by this bill from nothing» to twenty per 
cent. You aimost (said Mr. C.) commit a robbee 
ry, when you allow one merchant to avail himself 
of the privilege of this bill, while another might 
sacrifice thousands from igaorance of it. All res 
venue bills should go into operation at a distant 
period of time. 

Mr. BENTON had voted for the proposition of 
the Senator from New York, and should vote with 
still more satisfaction for the amendment of the Sre 
nator from South Carolina, because it extended 
still further the time. All revenue . bills appeared 
to him to be drafied with reference to New York, 
while New Orleans, an important though dis'art 
port, was never thought of. The whole commerce 
of New Orleans would be caught by this bill, as it 
were, in a trap, and the commerce would be con- 
vulsed, asi's publication, and the time fur its 
going into effect woali be almost simultanroas, 

Mr. CLAY thought vast imporiations had al- 
ready been made. Since this bill hed been 
under consideration, there had been ample time to 
have gone to England and France and return with 
cargoes; and, if it were put off until the Ist Noe 
vember, orders would be sent and all the ware. 
houses in Europe would be made to di-gorge their 
contents, to the great injury of the revenne. To 
fix ashort day would, in his opinion, be better 
for commerce, for the country, and for the re- 
venue. 

Mr. CHOATE said: While on this side of the 
Cape it would do very well. Tea was nothing 
now, but he referred to the Manilla trade. The 
difficulties of China had driven a large number of 
our vessels into the Manilla trade, and not to make 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 437 


el 
oer eeeeeeeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaesSseooememeeemeamee==as=s=_= = e=E=ee_e lll ll lll 


provision in such cases would be to make the bur- 
den fation the importer; and he asked if it was 
right to break up a well-planned enterprise which 
the pirate and tempest had spared? 

The qnestion was then taken on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Catnoun to the amendment, and de- 
cid: din the negative, as follows: 

Y#AS-—Miessrs. Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
hoan, Cuthbert, Linn, Mcuton, Sturgeon, Wal- 
ker, and Wright—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Ciay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Falton, Grabam, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 


diana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbury, | 


and Young—28. 

Mr. BATES then moved an amendment which 
provided that ths act should not take effect on 
goods shipped from ports eastward of the Cape of 
Good Flope, and beyond Cap; Horn, ja vessels 
which had left their last ports of lading previous to 
the ficet of Angust last. 

Mr. CALHOUN proposed that the time should 
be extended to vessels {rom ports south of the equa- 
tor.. This would apply to the South Ameri¢an and 
Airican trade, and all the arguments in favor of 
the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
would apply to this. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky spoke in opposition to 
the motion of Mr. Catuoun. 

Mr. CALHOUN sad he supposed h’s amend- 
ment would fail. The mercantile interest have no 
representative on this floor, ‘The tariff interes’ is 
represented; the banking interes! is represented; the 
corporate inierest is represented, and the agricul. 
ral interest is slightly represented, but the merchant 
is without a representative on this floor. 

Th: amendment of Mr. Catnoun was lost, and 
the amendment of Mr. Bares was adopted, 

The amendments to the bill were then ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading, 

The bill from the House, making appropriations 
for fortifications on Siaten Island, New York, was 
read a first and second time by its title, and refer- 
red to tae Committee on Military Affairs. 

The amended bill from the House of Represen- 
tatives making apprepriations for the repairing of the 
Potomac Bridge, was taken up; and, on motion ef 

Mr. MERRICK, the amendment was concurred 
in, and the bill passed. 

The bill making appropriation for the payment 
of diplomatic agents, which had been discussed 
duritg the morning hour, was taken up; the ques- 
tion pending being the motion of Mr. Mancum to 
srike out the salary and outfit of a Charge to Na- 

les, 
, On this motion a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
BATES, CLAY, WALKER, CLAY of Alabama, 
aud RIVES participated; when the question was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 23, 
nays 18. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved to reduce the salaries 
of the outfit of the Ministers to Madrid and Brazil 
to that for Charges. 

On this motion a very interesting debate ensued, 
in which Messrs. SEVIER, BUCHANAN, 
ARCHER, and RIVES participated; when the 
question was taken sepatately on Spain and Brazil, 
and severally decided in the negative. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved to reduce the 
smognt in the bill from sixty-three thousand dol- 
lars to fifty-eight; which motion was adopied. 

Mr. TALLMADGE then moved to amend the 
bill by aduung to the same an allowance of three 
month,’ pay to the cflicers of the two Hoases of 
Congress, io the messengers, pages, &c. which mo- 
tion was adopted; when the amendments were or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill passed. 

The amendments to the Revenue bill having 
been engrossed, it was returned to the S:nate, and 
on the qne-tion shall this bill pass? 

Mr. WRIGHT said: Mr. President, am I i 
order? Has ithe Chair so stated the question as 
authorize me tospeak? I then feel bound to 
that I am glad to meet this bill here, 


in this shape, 
and on this hour of this day. 


say 


We are now consi- 
derably advanced in the fourth monthof an ex- 






































traordinary session of Congress, and no man upon 
this floor is more anxious to bring the sersion toa 
close than I am. Iam tiredand worn out, and 
wish to see the day when we may be permitted to 
return to ourhomes. I will not, therefore, spend 
the time of the Senate, or give occasion for debate, 
farther than I am compelled todoso. I cannot 
vote for this bill, although it purports to be a bill 
toraise supplies forthe support of the Government. 
I must ask the Senete to favor me with the ayes 
and noes upon the vole, and must vote against it. 
Hence the compulsion I am under to assign the 
reasons for that v.te, and in doing so I have limit- 
ed myself toa few moments. 

What is the condition of the body, and how are 
we assembled here? Under an extraordinary call 
of the President of the United States, since de- 
ceased, and wornout by cur almost constant ses- 
sions. Why were we called in this most extraor- 
dinary manner and time? As we understood, to 
raise Means to carry on the Government of the 
United States, under the new Administration, 
until a regular session of Congress sheuld inter- 
vene. 

What has been the history of this called ses- 
sion? The first important measure which met the 
approbation ef this body, and became a law, was 
a bill to loan, by the creation of a funded debt, 
twelve millions of dollars to supply the Treasury 
and carry on the Government. That bill passed, 
against my vote, itis trne, but it did pass and is 
now the law of the land. 

What was the next important measure? A bill 
to incorporate a Nationa! Bank. This occupied a 
large portion of the first thre months of the ses- 
sion, but as it had no immediate ecvnnection with 
the supply of means to the Treasury, it was im- 
pertinent to the bill now under consideration, 
and I will not consume time by a remark 
abont it. 

Then came the third great measure in the series; 
and what was that? A bill to give away one great 
and permanent source of our revenue to the States 
of the Union; fo distribute to them the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, regardiess of the con- 
dition of the Treasury. It seems to be conceded 
on all hands that that measure wili take an average 
of three millions of dollars from the Treasury in 
every year after the present. There has been some 
question about the precise amount. Some have 
conjectured it would be less than three millions jer 
annum, and others have thought it would be much 
more; but the average of all the calcalations, as 
well as of the experience of the past, will show it 
to be equal to at least thatsum. That bil! has be- 
come a law, and is to be carried into effect, if the 
means of the Treasury will permit. 

Now comes the fourth great measure, fn the 
shape of the bill before us, a bill to impose taxes 
upon the people; for what? To raise revenue to 
carry on this Government, and meet its expenses? 
No, sir; but to piace in the Treasury inoney to 
meet the distribution to the States, when that three 
millions of dollars sball be called for, 

And under what circumstances is this extraordi- 
nary call to impose taxes made? When our na- 
tional finances, without regard to the proposed dis- 
tribution, are in a healthful state? No, sir, no. 
The honorable chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance tells us, and he is the authoritative organ of 
the Government in this matter for this body, that 
we shall have a deficit of fair revenue, at the close 
of this p.esent year, of sixteen millions of dollars. 
This must be irre:pective of the distribution, because 
that is not to commence until the next year; and 
yet that same honorable gentleman, upon a former 
occasion, distinctly deciared in his place, that the 
duties under this bill were to be arranged with ex- 
press reference to the proposed distribution. 

When the loan bill was here, we charged that 
the money was to be borroved for the purpose of 
distribution to the States, and therefore we were 
bound to oppose it. The answer was a distinct 
denial of our charge, and the declaration I have 
repeated, that wen the daty bilishould come up, 
provision was to be made, by the arrangement of 
the duties, 4o meet the deficiency in the Trezsury, 
to be caused by the withdrawal of the land reve- 
nue for the use of the separate States of the Union 


Now we have the duty bill, and the question is, 
shall it pass? Can I, after this history of our do- 
ing:, and this declaration of the object for which 
the taxes are to be imposed, say ay, and not di- 
rectly favor the dis ribution bili? No, sir, I cannot, 
and therefore | cannot vote for the bill, and only 
desire the opportunity to record my vote against it. 
I can never vote taxes to raise money for such a 
purpose; and while the majority shall choose to 
pursue such a policy, and so to combine their mea- 
sures of legislation to reach it, I cam never vote 
supplies at ail. 

No member of the body is more ready than I 
will be found to be to vote all proper supplies for 
the necessary expenses of this Government, but 
when money is to be raised by increased taxation 
for objects not connected with the operations of 
this Government, [ cannot give my vote tor the 
law which is to impose the taxes, whatever other 
worthy objects may be incorporated in the same 
bill. I willnot, Mr. President, detain the Senate 
to add a word more upon this important measare. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky replied to Mr. Want 
at lengtti&and in the course of his remarks, anid 
the honorable Senator had not observed his usual 
accuracy in enumerating either the order.of the 
important business of the Senate, atthe present 
session, or the measures which had been acted 
upon, The Sub-Treasury law, the idol measure 
of the Senator, had been repealed, and the Bank- 
rupt bill had passed, a measure which the eonsti- 
tuents of the Senator, more than those of any Se- 
nator from any other State in the Union, desired 
and demanded, and yet for that he had not voted. 
He closed by :aying, let the Senator go home and 
meet, if he c2n, those constituents, after having 
voted against that great measure, and now against 
granting supplies to carry on the Government. 

Mr. WRIGHT rejoined, that in making the 
enumeration of measures which he had made in 
his former remarks, his intention had been to con- 
fine himself to those which affected the state of 
the Treasury; but as he bad so far deviated from 
bis own rule, as to have mentioned the Bank, 
the correction of the Senator was appropriate and 
deserved. In relation to his vote upon the final 
passage of the Bankrapt bill, he had not felt, aod 
did not now feel, that assurance which he al- 
ways desired, that he bad acted in . 6on- 
formity with the feelings and wishes of his 
respected constituents; bat in reference to that 
great measure, afier an abundant opportanity for 
examination and reflection, he had taken that 
course, and given that vote, which he deliberately 
believed his duty and their true interests required 
him to give. To them he was responsible tor the 
act, and to their decision upon his course, he 
would most cheerfully submit himself, 

As to the honorable Senator’s commentary upon 
the voie he was about to give against this tax bill, 
he had but a single remark to make. The Sena- 
tor had told him to go home and meet those con- 
stituents, if he could.. That be was most anxious 
todo, and to be permitted that inestimable privi- 
lege, at anearly day, he had consented to meet 
this great and grave question at this \ate hour, and 
in this summary manner. He had, upon repeated 
occasions, met the rebukes of those intelligent and 
patriotic constituents, and never, he was bopnd to 
presume, when he did not richly deserve them; and 
he had sometimes enjoyed their approbation. He 
was anxious to meet them now, and would cheer- 
fatty abide their verdict upon this vote. What 
was the question presented to him, and upon which 
he musi vote? It was whether he should assume 
to exercise the taxing powers of this Guverpment 
to take money frora their pockets to pay the debts of 
their State. This was the true question, in the sim- 
plest form in which itcould be s ared. These consti- 
tuents had conferred upon bim no such power. They 
had sent him here for no such purpose. Their 
own Legislature, chosen directly by themselves, 
possessed that power, and should exercise it, if it 
was to be exercised; and never should he attempt 
its exercise here, under any form, or in any con- 
nection, until his constituents had conferred upon 
him power which he did not now hold by their de- 
legation, and had no right to exert foror., 
them. And yet he was happy to say to the . 
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sable Senator that he could and should meet them 
aod was impatient to do so; and that they knew 
that, in obedience to their will, constitutionally ex- 
pressed, upon this or any other question, and when- 
ever they should choose soto express their will, he 
would notsimply meet them, but promptly and 
cheerfully, permanently return to them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that this bili was far, 
very far from being what he could desire, Its 
provisions had been greatly improved on its passage 
through the Senate. Its most exceptionable features 
had been stricken out. Coffee and tea would con- 
tinue to be free articles, and an approach to justice 
had been made in regard to railroad iron. Be- 
sides, it subjected silks and wines to aduty of 20 
per cent. which he entirely approved, aud he had 
no doubt would be sanctioned by a large majority of 
the people of Pennsylvania. The finances of the 
country were ina most deplorable condition, and the 
bill would contribate to relieve the Treasury. But, 
above all, he was instructed on the subject. The lan- 
goage of these instructions required him “to vote 
for such re-modification or adjustment ofgshe tariff 
&S8 may increase the fevenue derived from imports 
equal to the. wants of the National Government, so 
thatat no time hereafier,underany pretext whatever, 
shell any money arising from the sales of the pubd- 
lic lands be used by the General Government.” 
This instruction was certainly very vague, and the 
bill would not accomplish the object which the Le- 
gislature had in view, but still it went some dis- 
tance towards that object. Under all these cir- 
cumstances, he had determind to vo'e for the bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN was of opinion that the bill! vio- 
lated the compromise in every particular. He was 
very anxious to give his views, but the anxiety 
that prevailed to bring the subject to a close, con- 
nec'ed with the long and exhausting session which 
they had just gone through, would induce him to 
forbear. 

Mr. WALKER said he would vote against the 
bill, not from any unwillingness to grant supplies, 
but he was dissatisfied that certain articles had 
been left outof the bill, and among others gun- 
ny bags. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. CLAY and 
PRESTON, 

Mr. ALLEN said: I rise only to say, that in 

this, as in all other instances, I shall vote in refe- 
rence to what I deem the welfare of the country, 
regardless of any effort on the other side of the 
Senate to assimilate this to votes given by the 
Federal party against supplies during the late war. 
We are told of the necessities of the Treasury. 
Well,sir, by whom and in what manner have 
those necessities been created? Not by the Demo- 
cracy of the Senate, but by the Federalists here, in 
opposition to all our reasoning and votes. We 
were called here in extraordinary session, against 
our will, and at the expense of a million of dollars 
imposed upon the people by the very fact of the 
call, We came, however, as was our duty, 
and having come, what have we witnessed? 
Have we seen measures of relief for the na- 
tion consummated, or even proposed? Not 
one, save the Bankrupt law, which, fom every 
one man it relieves, must ruintwo. But, on the 
contrary, burden after burden has been heaped 
upon the people, asif the sole object was to see 
how much they could bear without being crushed. 
You commenced with the announcement of an 
empty Treasury, and y.t you proceeded to appro- 
priute millions on millions to objects, many of 
which were unnecessary, and many more of which 
might have been postponed until the regular ses- 
‘sion, when the incoming revenue would have been 
sufficient, without further texes, to meetthem. In 
the next place you have withdrawn from the Trea- 
eury, forthe present, and for all time to come, the 
three or four millions anoually derived from the 
public lands, and applied it tothe use of British 
bankers in the form of a distribution to the States 
for the payment of their bonds due those bankers. 
And then, sir, having thus e;hausted the public 
coffers for the present, and as faras you could 
for the future, by appropriations and distributions, 
you then proceeded to borrow twelve millions of 
collars upon the credit of the people, mortgaging 
their farms and workshops for its payment. 


But not content with this, you passed a Bank 
charter, which, but for the President's veto, would 
hare become a ‘aw, and by which another loan of 
ten or fifteen millions was to bave been made upon 
the same pledges of payment. And now, to come 
plete this sysiem of reform and relief measures, you 
come forward with a bill to levy an additional tax 
of five or six millions of dollars upon the people, 
and grossly a’k us to vote for this additional tax. 
Bu’, sir, you ask in vain. We have voied against 
these ineasures—some of the appropriations ex- 
cepted—and can we be expected to vote an increase 
of taxes to supply necessities created by distr.bua- 
tions which, to a man, we opposed? No. Let 
those who have run their hands up to the armpits 
into the Treasury, that foreign bankers might be en- 
riched by distributions—let them take upon them- 
selves the responsibility of taxing the people to 
supply the Treasury thus exhausted. Ifyou waat 
money, quit tnese distributions, recall the income 
from the lands, apply it to the defences of the coun- 
try, or other real necessities, and cease squandering 
that which you have,in order to make an excuse 
for taking more from the pecple. 

Bat it has been said that thi> disiribution to the 
States is made to aid them in their improvements. 
Admit it; and where, I ask, do we find in the Con- 
stitution, the right of this Government to tax the 
people of the several States for State objects?’ For 
such is the principle embraced in this assertion— 
a principle which I denounced two sessions ago, at 
the Jast session, and again denounce, as utterly de- 
structive of the State Governments. Bat I will 
not now enter anew upon this argument. 

A word, sir, as to the votes of the Federal party 
during the late war. Condemned those votes have 
been, andcondemned, I trust, they ever will be. 
But of those votes, and of those who gave them, 
who in this body has the greatest right to com- 
plain? We, or Senators on the other side? Who 
at this moment is at the head of the State Depart- 
men'? Who is your prime minister, and how 
came he such? The man who, in his place on the 
floor of the other House, not only spoke and voted 
against all supplies to troops fighting and falling 
in the defence of this nation, but voted also against 
the rebuilding of this, the Capitol of bis native 
country, when consumed by hostile fires. And how 
came such a man to hold sucha posi? By your 
own votes, givenin the Senate. 

Mr. KING observed that the day could not be 
far distant, when the gentlemen on the opposite 
side would find themselves obliged to come forward 
and acknowledge to the country that they had done 
wrong in sassing the Distribution bill. They will 
be forced, in self-defence, to retrace their steps, or 
they will be driven to it by the unanimous sense of 
the country. But, for the present, that bill was 
passed, and it must be regarded as a law, not af- 
fected directly by any thing now said in this body. 
The question at present is, shall the bill now 
under consideration, pass? It is, in effect, a ques- 
tion whether the Senate will or will not give its 
sanction to a bill from the co-ordinate branch of 
Congress, from which measures for raising supplies 
for the Goveroment properly emanate, and whe- 
ther the Government shall be enabled to meet the 
engagements of the current year, and provide the 
means of meeting the ordinary expenditures of suc- 
ceeding years. He (Mr. Kina) was not, on such 
an occasion, for going back upon the measures 
which have Jed to this necessity. That is 
past; and the question which he felt now bound 
to consider was simply this: will the Governmen!, 
withont this bill becomes a law, have enough to 
carry it through the current year? He had consi- 
dered this question and had come to the conclusion 
that it would not. With this conviction, although 
he thought there were many provisions of the bill 
which were very objectionable, he would act 
upon the principle by which he had always here- 
tofore been actuated, and vote for the needfal sup- 
plies for the Treasury, leaving the responsibility 
for their necessity with those who brought forward 
the measure. He did so without hesitation, be- 
cause he believed that according to the exposili.n 
of the chairman of the Committee of Finance, the 
Government could not be carried on without this 
supply. 








On the question of its passage, the vole stood as 
follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Ala. Clay 
of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, King, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Seuthard, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Young—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, Tappan, Walker, 
Woodbury, and Wrighi—1I1. 

And then the Senate adjourned, after being in 
session from 10 in the mornicg until 5 in the 
evening. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, September 7, 1541. 


Mr. HARRIS asked leave to present the proceedings of a 
large meeting of the Democratic party, recently held in Clarke 
county, in the State of Virginia. Ifthe rules of order, adopted 
by this House for its government, would permit, he would like 
to eharacterize these proceedings, in the strong terms of appro- 
bation, which he so cordially felt for them. He would barely go 
the length of the rule, however, in stating their purpose. The 
preamble, which is a long and ably drawn article, is strongly 
carpereey of the general course of the Whig party; in- 
veighs against the necessity or propriety of this extra session; 
and is condemnatory of most of the measures which have been 
the result of itslabors. Such isthe preamble. The resolutions 
are merely conclusions from the reasoning adopted by it; with 
one, also, expressing their joy and gratification in the honest and 
intrepid course of the President in vetoing the Bank bill; and 
according to him their respect and confidence, for preserving 
the Constitution inviolate, and in saving the country from the 
disastrous consequences of such a measure. And they conclude 
by a request, addressed jointly to his colleague, [Mr. Goons, } 
and himself, to present them to this House, which he had great 
pleasure in doing. And, since the House had determined nei- 
ther to hear read, nor to order the printing of proceedings of 
this kind, he would move that they be received, and laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. OWSLEY asked leave to offer the following joint reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americu in Congress assembled, (Lwo- 
thirds ofboth Houses concurring.) That the following amend. 
ments to the Constitution of the United States be- propose’ to 
the Legislatures of the several States, which, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shal! be valid to 
all intents and purposes as part of said Constitution, to wit: 

First. That no person shall have been elected President of 
the United States shall be again eligible to that office. 

Second. Every bill which shall have passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a law, 
be presented to the President of the United States; if he ap- 
prove he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his ob- 
jections, to that House in which it shall have originated, who 
shall enter the objections at large on their Journal and proceed 
to reconsider it. If, after reconsideration, a majority of all the 
members elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, it 
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, 
by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by 
a majority ofall the members elected to that House, it shall 
become alaw. Butin all such cases the votes of both Houses 
shall be deterrained by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the 
Journal of each House respectively. 

Mr. HOPKINS rose and objected. 

So the resolution could not be received. 

On leave given, Mc RUSSELL presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of one hundred and fifty delegates from the coun- 
ties of Ross, Pike, Jackson, and Hocking, in the State of Ohio. 

That meeting have adopted a number of resolutions approv- 
ing of all the leading measures of the Whigs in the present 
Congress, and reprehending in strong terms. the exercise of 
that kingly power called the veto. " 

Mr. R. said he presented these resolutions with great plea- 
sure, because he was convinced that in doing so he presented 
the wishes of a large majority of the people of that district. 

The resolutions were jaid on the table. ; 

On leave given, Mr. CALHOUN offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: : ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings make in: 
quiry as to the practicability of ventilating the Hall of the Re- 
presentatives upon a plan recently adopted for the House ef 
Parliament in England; and if deemed practicable, to report 
how the same may be adapted to this Hall. ; 

Onleave given, Mr. TALIAFERRO offered the following 
resolution: Be 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do pay to William 
Smith the same compensation per diem and mileage that i#allow- 
ed to members of Congress; computing the per diem allowance 
from the 9th day of July last, that being the period when the 
said Smith appeared before the Committee on Elections to con- 
test the right of Linn Banks to a seat in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to the 4th of September, iiclusive, that being the 
day when, at the instance of Lina Banks, the sitting member, 
the contest was postponed to the next session of Congress in or 
der to enable the said Bankst» procure additional evidence to 
sustain a right to the seat he occupies; end that after the com- 
mittee had progressed as far in the contest as, from the evidence 
before them, as far as it hasbeen examined and passsed upon, 
to ascertain a majority of the legal votes cast in the election to 
have been given to the said Smith. RD ole 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the gentleman from Virginia 

‘Whether the committee had madea report in this case, and 
ether this allowance of pay to the contesting member had 
been recommended by them. He wished further to know 
whether there was any precedent where two members claim- 
ing the same seat had both been “allowed compensation before 
the question was settled. He was aware that there had been 
instances in which both the contestor and the sitting member 
had been allowed compensation, after settling the question of 
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which was entitled to the seat; but he had no recollection of 
aay such a!lowance as justified the present application. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said thatthe committee had not made a 
repoit, but he understood that the case had been so far examin- 
elas to bring it within the principle on which various other 
cases of compensation had been decided. It was on that prin- 
ciplethatthe resolution wasdrawn. This, he believed, was 
the only case in which a contested election had been postponed 
to another session, and the application for postponement had 
been made by the sitting member and not by the con- 
testor. It was true it was the first applicatien for 
compensation that had been made pending the con- 
test; but the ground he went on was this: The contestor had, 
by the evidence he had brought before the committee, shown 
that there was a fair prospect of his making out hiscase. He 
had in factbrought down the majority of the situng membér, 
and he now stood before the committee with a majority in his 
favor. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired whether the resolution was in order. 
It went upon a statemeni that a committee of this House had 
passed areselution which they had no right to pass, aad which 
had not been reported to the Honse. The state of facts set forth 
in the resqlution could not be known tothe House, and he these- 
fore objected to the resolution as being entirely out of 
order 

Mr. HOLMES opposed the resolution because its adoption 
would be tantamount lo prejudging the case which the House 
ought of alithing to avoid. 

Mr. GAMHLE said that as a member of the Committee of 
Elections, he felt called upon to pronounce the resolution as en- 
urely irregular and out of order. It was not authorized by the 
committee, and was @fiered without any sanction on their part 
whatever. The.gentleman from Virginia had not stated the 
facts correctly; for the commiitee had not decided that either 
party had the advantage of the other. Indeed he could say 
that, so far as they had examined, both parties now stood pre- 
cisely equal. 

Mr. HOLMES observed that the whole ground of the resolu- 
tion was destroyed by the statement made by a member of the 
Committee. 

Mr BANKS regretted very much that it became his duty to 
say a word in relation to the coutroversy before the House. 
He had that morning apprised the gentieman who offered the 
resolution that it contained a falséhood on its face, and request- 
ed him to modify itso asto conform to the facts. Had the 
gentieman done this, he would have been saved the necessity 
of apening his lips on the subject. The gentleman, in hig re- 
solution, asserted that the committee, in their examinations of 
the testimony adduced before them, had ascertained that the 
contestor Was ahead. Now the record put its veto on the as- 
sertion. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO begged leave to say that he had the an- 
thfrity of the peeen of the Commnittee on Elections for all 
that he asserted, 

Mr. BANKS. AndI have the authority of the record for 
saying that it is not true. 

Mr. BOTTS called the gentleman [Mr. BAN«Ks] to order for 
using disresnectful language in reference to his colleague. 

Mr ee eee any intention of being personal in 
the language he used. It was the resolution hecomplained of, 
as not stating the facts. As to the objects of the resolution, a 
ase of delicacy would restrain him trom saying any thing in 
relation to it, He would not have had a word to say in objection 

to it, if it had not contained an assertion to his injury, that was 
nottrue. He much regretted the necessity of rising on the pre- 
sent occasion, and it was to avoid this that he had this morning 
requested his colleague to modify his resolution so as to con- 
form to the facts. As to the remark that his colleague made, 
that he had applied for a postponement of the case, he had one 
word tosay. Notice was only given to bim a few days before he 
left home to attend his duties here, and it was impossible for bim 
to absent himself from them to travel througli his district, and 
collect testimony, asthe contestor had done. There never was 
nfore reasonable grounds given for asking a continuance than 
had been given by him in this case. 
_ Me, FILLMORE observed that the question of paying persons 
in cases of contested elections, who had not succeeded in esta- 
blishing their claims to the contested seats, had before this occu- 
pied the attention of the House. A bill was reported at the 
last _ but was not acted on for want of time, 
which contained a principle which he thought should be 
adhered to in all yture cases. It was this: The member who 
contested, and who succeeded, should be paid; and the sitting 
member who was ousted, should be paid only for the time He 
occupied the seat; but the contestor who did not succeed in 
makiag good his claim, was not to be paid atall. This, Mr. 
F. said, was the only just and safe principle; for ifa contrary 
one prevailed, 1 would operate as a bounty to litigation, and 
there would be no end to contests of this kind. Mr. F. con- 
cluded by moving to lay the resolution on the table, but with- 
drew the motien at the request of— 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, who asked leave to make a brief expla- 
nation. When he had drawn un his resolution, he went to the 
chairman of the Committee of Elections, (Mr. Hatstsp,) and 
asked him if itdid not contain the facts. To this the chairman 
replied in the affirmative, and further informed him that it ap- 
peared, from the examinations of the committee, that the con- 
testing member hada majority of oae vote. It was very true 
that his colleague [Mr. BANKs] cametohim, and asked him to 
modify his resolution so as to leave out the statement of that 
fact; but he told hiro that he did not consider that material, as 
the contesting member had reduced the majority, so as to afford 
reasonable grounds for calculating on his ultimate success. 

Mr. HALSTED (chairman of the committee) observed that 
the gentleman from Virginia very correctly stated that the re- 
solution Was shown to him before it was presented, and that he 
stated that the gentleman was correct asto the facts there set 
forth; but he must say that one of his colleagues on the : 
mittee had since examined the record, and had informand Sian 
that the results of their examinations did not show a maferity 
for either party; and that, insteadof the contesting member be- 
ing head, both were onan equalitys E 
sister some further remarks from Mr. TALIAFERRO in 

anation, 

He modified his resolution to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Cietk of this House do pay to William 
Smith the same com tion per diem and mileage shat is al- 
lowed to members of Congress, computing the per diem allow- 
ance from the 9th day of July last, that being the period when 
the said Smith ap; before the Committee of Elections to 
contest the right of Lina Banks to a scat inthe House of Re- 
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presentatives, te the 4th of September, inclusive, that being the 
day when, at the instance of Linn Banks, the sitting member, 
the contest was postponed to the next session of Congress, in 
order toenable the said Banks to procure additional evidence to 
sustain a right to the seat he occupies. 

Mr. BR'(GGS moved two lay the resolution on the table; which 
motion was carried without a division. 

CONTésTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

On motion of Mr. HALSTED, the House resumed the consi- 
deration of the following resolution, (with the reasons thereto 
appended:) 

“Resolved, That David Levy, the returned Delegate from the 
Territory of Florida, be allowed the first Monday of December 
nextto procure testimony to prove his right to the seat he now 
occupies, as Delegate from the said Teriitory.” 

“The undersigned states to the House of Representatives that 
he has a well-grounded expectation of being able to maintain 
by sufficient proofs the right of Moses E. Levy to the benefit of 
the 6th article of the treaty between Spain and the Uniied 
States, of the 22d February, 1819, as an inhabitant of Florida; 
and of the right of the undersigned, through hie father, the said 
Moses E. Levy,'to the enjoyment of the privileges of citizenship 
of the United States. He therefore demres a postponement of 
the consideration of his case, as proposed in the resolution sub- 
mitted this morning; being well assured that the House cannot 
‘Figo to the question before it ia the present condition of 
| %2@simony. D. LEVY.” 

SsPTEMBER 6, 1541.” 

Mr. POPE moved the previous question. 

Butthe SPEAKER having decided that the previous ques- 
iion, if seconded, would cut off the motion to postpone, and 
bring the House to a direct vote on the report of the committee, 
Mr. P witherew the motion. 

Mr. SUMMERS (a member ofthe Committee of Elections) 
addressed the House at Jength on the general facts and law of 
the case, in favor of the report of the committee, and im expla- 
nation and vindication of its course of proceedings. 

After afew remarks from Mr. POPE— 

Mr. WARD asked the yeas and nays on the adoption of the 
resolution, which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted in 
—yeas 123, nays 44. 

POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House took up 
the bill jto provide for the repairing of the Potomac Bridge, 
which had been returned from the Senate with an amepd- 
ment. 

This amendment provides that the work shall be done. by the 
Government, without contract, instead of heing done by con- 
tract, under the supervision ofan oflicer of the engineer corps, 
as originally provided in the bill. 

ay a jew remarks from Messrs. UNDERWOOD and 
KE(M— 

Mr. ARRINGTON moved to lay the bill and amendment on 
the table; which motion w2s rejected 

The amendmentof the Senate (under a slight verbal modifi 
cation) was then concurred in. 

Mr. IRWIN, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed that the committe had examined the bill making appropria- 
tions for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for preventing 
and and suppressing Indian hostilities, and had found the same 
to be correct. 

Whereupon the bill received the signature of the SPEAKER. 

On leave given, Mr. PROFFIT offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be directed to 
inform this House what amount has been expended in the pur- 
chase of furniture for the Custom-house at NewYork since the4th 
of March, 1841; also, the items of furniture; also, under what au- 
thority the purchases have been made, and out of what particu- 
lar funds payment has been or 1. contemplated to be made. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mititary Affairs, to 
whom had been recommitted the bill making appropriations for 
the purchase of certain sites for fortifications, reported back a 
bill making an appropriation for a single item only, to wit, 
$33,000 for repairing the forts and batteries on Staten Island, 
New York. 

The bill having been read twice, was referred, on motion of 
Mr. Dawson of Georgia, to the Committee of the Whole on the 
stat: of the Union. 

And on motion of Mr. D. the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Linn of 
New York, in the chair,) and took up the bill. 

fter some explanations between Messrs. DAWSON and 
FILLMORE— 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN offered the following amend- 
ment: 

‘That for the purchase of sites and commencing the erection 
of fortifications on the Delaware and New Jersey shores, oppo- 
site to the Pea Patch Island, in the Delaware river, the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars.” 

Mr. DAWSON rose tu a point of order, the amendment be. 
ing for new works. 

Mr. BROWN said he wassorry to hear the chairman of the 
Military Commiitee say the amendment was out of order, for 
he had waited patiently all the session for an opportunity to 
call the attention of ‘he House ‘o the subject: but he suppored 
it was, and would be always, out of order toask for or obtain 
any appropriation for the defence of the Delaware, while it 
was, and would be, it appeared, alwaysin order to make appro- 
priations to the defence of other places, and particularly to 
that of New York, for this was the third bill during this ses- 
sion that had been brought in appropriating large sums to the 
defence of that State. 

The amendment was decided out of order. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill to the House. 

And, having been ordered to a third reading now, the bill was 
read a third time, and passe J. 

Mr. FERRIS, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
whom was referred a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting information desired by the House in rela- 
tion to the American citizens now British prisoners of state in 
Van Dieman’s Land, reported the foliowing resujution for the 
consideration of the House: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United 
States of America, That the President of the United States be 
requested to consider the propriety of entering into negotia- 
tions with the British Government for the purpose of oftvining 
the release of such citizens of the United States as may now be 
detained in Van Dieman’s Land, or in any other of the 
British dominions, for any alleged or actual! participation in 
the Jate insurrection in the Canadas. 


| 


| 





Mr. FERRIS addressed’the House as follows: 

Mr. Spsaxsr: This resolution ss introduced with the view of 
extecding the paternal care of the Republic to some of her citi- 
zens who have imprudently subjceted themseives tothe penal 
laws of Great Britain.and are now actually suilering punishment 
by exile and hard labor in the peaal colonies of that power. 
The late Insurrection in the Canadas extended its influence over 
the borders, end enlisted the sympathies of the youthful 
and ardent. They rushed to the aid ofa —_ whom they 
believed to be struggling for hberty and independence, They 
were accustomed from early childhood to look upen the Revo 
lution, which gave political existence to their country, as the 
most glorious event in the history of the world, and all those 
who were engaged in it, whether in the council or in the field, 
as sages and heroes, as the friends and benefactors of the hu- 
man race, The loveof liberty which had brought Lafayette, 
Montgomery, McDugal, Dekalb, Steuben, Pulaski, Kosciusko 
and many Others, from all the endearments of home anc 
friends to fight her battles in a distant land, side by side with 
their fathers, was chronicled to them in the nursery. These heroic 
names were blazoned on the banners of their national jubilee, 
and formed the theme of patriotic song. They had seen the 
struggles of Greece for freedom, and beheld the formation of 
Hellenic Societies, and the raising of contributions in this coun- 
tryand in England for her aid. They had seen volunteers go 
forth, not only from their own native land, but from other 
countri s to assist the patriota, and the immortal Byron draw 
ing his sword in the same cause. They had beheld this land of 
Pericles and Homer—of Leonidas and Aristides—this classic 
land of poets and heroes upon which their youthful imagina- 
tions dwelt with admiration and delight, liberated by these 
means from Turkish despotism,and the crescent hosts of Ma- 
homet Criven back by warriors fighting under the cross of the 
Christian banner. They had read of that mighty political con- 
vulsion which ovorturned the ancient throne of the Bour- 
bons, and beheld France, after overthrowing her _institu- 
tious, marching through blood and slaughter and crime, 
seeking for freedom, chained to the car of an ambitious con- 
queror, and her victorious eagles planted on the principal ca- 
pitals of prostrate Europe. ‘They had read of the oppressed na- 
tions rising, and hurling destruction.on their oppressore—the 
Bourbons were restored. Again they beheld the hattle of the 
three dayaof July, and France reposing under a consutytional 
monarchy, the principles of treodean triumphant, and the rights 
of man acknowledged. They had seen the gallant Poles strik 
ing for freedom, and their heroic bands butchered by Ruasia’s 
gigantic power. They had witnessed the Kind and hospitable 
reception of the Polish exiles to our shores, They had wit- 
nessed th’ struggle between liberal and despotic principles. in 
Spain and Naples, and other parts of Europe, Sometimes 
freedom triumphed, sometimes checked but to renew the battle 
ata more auspicious time. They had seen all the nations of 
South America released from European bondage, and read 
with thrilling interest the history of the bloody contest. ‘he 
victories, the defeats, the euccess, the reverses of the patriots, 
were al! before them, and, most gratifying to their hearta, they 
beheld at the close of the Revolution the banners of freedom 
floating from the Andes over half a world, They had wit- 
nessed the emancipation of Texas from Mexican thraldorm. 
The glorious battle of San Jacinto had been fought by their 
countrymen; it had established the independence of our sister 
Republic; her solitary star now shines as the emblem of freedom, 
side by side with the constellation on our national banner. The 
page of British history was before them; — had read of the 
Revolution of 1668; of the story of Russell, of Sydney, of 
Hamdem, and imbibed the principles of freedom from the 
same great springs, as the etatesmen who planned, and the 
soldiers who achieved our independenee, When they saw the 
standard of liberty borne aloft, and heard her voice crying for 
succor, is it surprising that they did not stop to examine the 


law of nations, the laws of neutrality, the relative 
obligations due from our citizess to a nation with 
whom we were at peace, uniter treaties of ami- 


ty and friendship? They did not stop to examine into the 
grievances, the wrengs, the sufferings complained of, or to in- 
quire into the jusuce and moderation with which the inhabi- 
tanta of the Canadas were governed by the British crown; they 
only saw the unnatural position of a people governed by ano- 
ther people three thousand miles distant, anda mighty effort 
made by a portion of the inhabitants of the depen- 
dent provinces to free themselves from their vassalage. 
Their youthful enthusiasm blinded therm t# the chances of 
failure and its consequences; and ifaware that they were commit- 
ting an offence against the power which held the Canadas in 
subjection, their generous feelings fn favor of those whom 
they believed to be an oppressed people, hid from them the ul- 
terior consequences of their acts and the dangers they incurred. 
Before their youthful imagninations were visions of glory; but 
the gyves, the chaine, the gitbet, the dungeun, the penal colo- 
nies of Botany Bay and Van Dieman’s land, were concealed 
from their view. Most fatal delusion, and moet grievously 
have they atoned for it. Most of them were inexperienced young 
men, of respectable connections—the sons of our hatdy farmers 
on the bor’ess and of the neighboring territiory—and at this 
time their families and friends are plunged in griefand distress 
ai the sufferings they now endure, and must continue to be ex- 
posed to, unless by friendly negotiations they shali be released 
from their present condition by the power whose laws they have 
offenved. 
lt ig not intended by this resolution to give any color of 
justification to the acts of these unfoctunate men, bat simply 
to request the interference of our Government in their behalf, 
at such times, andin such manner, as may be deemed most 
discreet, and the best calculated to accomplish the ebject pro- 
d; believing thatthe influences under which they acted, 
the youthful inexperience of many of them, aod the delusion 
which covered from their vision the offences they were commit- 
ting, are circumstances which mitigate these oi! ; and as 
they have now suffered much, and no public policy can be pro 
moied by Great Britain in continuing them in exile and in 
chains, it is hoped that a foundation may be laid by this reso- 
lution, for negotiation, which may lead to the enfranchisen @1 
of these victims ef misfortune, and for the settlement of some 
ofthe most important and delicate questions now in dis- 
ute between this country and Great Britain. Tie 
asurrection which involved these citizene in their pre- 
sent difficulties has been suppressed. Some of the American 
citizens who aided the patriots have suffered on the 
scaffold, some have borne impriconment in dusgeonm and vihe # 
are lingering away # miserable existence in hopelessexile. The 
policy and State necesity, which the Gevernment of the Cana- 
das and the Minietry of Great Britain decmed 4 sufficient justi 
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fication for theirseverity agains: those of our citizens who had 
aided the insurrection, have now Ceased, and we may now ven- 
tare to predict that a apes forbearance from further 
t—a us forgiveness of past offences—would be 
éne most wise, as weil as the most humane polity she could pur- 
sue, to prevent secret organized associations, within the Ameri- 
can borders, for the purpore of aiding in any future insurrec- 
tion in the British Provinces. I would tend to allay the irrita- 
tion and host#ity which must exist in the minds and hearis of 
the relatives aed friends of those who are held in bonlage tn 
distant lands. These angry feelings would give piace to more 
kindly and generous sentiments. If they would not feel attach- 
meat to the British Crown, they would fee! grateful for this act 
ofclemency and mercy. Iam happy to say that this resolution 
found anobie aad generous response in the breasts of every 
member of the committee, and they unanimously agreed to re- 
commend tothe Representatives of the people to make this ef- 
fort on behalf of their suffering fellow-cttizens, by the adoption 
of this resolution, requesting the Executive to solicit from Great 
Britain, in the manner therein proposed, the restoration to 
their eres friends of these erring, though not unworthy 
children of the Republic. 


Mr. ADAMS observed that the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Peants) had discussed very feelingly avout the sublime 
patriotism of those persons who were engaged in a glorious 
struggie for liberty. These nameless persons who were citi- 
zens of the United states, and who thought proper to take part 
in an inserrection in Canada, against the direct proclamation of 
their own President, who warned them not to give way to their 
feelings of eublime patriotism; against the laws of their own 
country; inst the laws of the country which they had in- 
vaded; and against the laws of God and man;—these persuns 
were to have the country iavolved in new difficulties on their 
behalf. Now that we were involved in a civil war between 
the Government of the United States and the Government of 
one of the most powerful States of this Union, because in the 
pureult of that very same sort of sublime patriotiam, the 
committed acts in retaliation for which the transaction took 
place in; consequence of which we are now nearly in a state of 
conflict with the most powerful nation on the earth, we are 
called upon to add to the difficulties of our situa- 
tion, by interposing the power of this Government 
in behaif of these patriots. At this very time, if we be- 
lieved the ramoria the English Papers, that we were threatened 
with having fifteen ships of the line sent on our coast; now 
when the real question was whether the Government of the 
Wnited States, and the Government of the Bate of New 
York, can eave McLeod from popular patriotism; this 
is the very time of all others, that we are called upon to 
negutiate with the British Government in behalf of persons 
who have invaded their soil ot the laws of this country, 
and againat all laws, human aad divine, but all justified by that 
sublime patriotism which liberated! Poland, Greece, and F don’t 
know how many nations. It does to me, said Mr. A that there 
should be soine sort of consistency on the part of this House; 
and if we areto ask the Government of Great Britain to forget 
all these litlekrespasees uj on their laws; if they are to forget the 
crime of treason for which these men have been tried and 
found guilty, and mercifully transported, instead of being 
hanged, drawn, and quartered, which they had subjected them- 
selves to by their patriotiam; if they are to be released again to 
commence their career of patriotism, as there was some reason 
to suppose they would, from the fact of thirty five kegs of gun- 
powder having been blown up some where on the lines, which 
were destined for the same sublime purposes, it would be as 
well to be able to tell the British Government, at the same time 
ot we make the application, what we are going todo with 

c ; 

There are two sides to the question; and before we undertake 
to interlere with the British Government, in order to counte- 
nance insurrection, it would be as well for us to ascertain, in 
the firet place, who these men are, what number of them, and 
the circumstances under which they are now in Van Dieman’s 
Land There wasa resolution passed this House, calling upon 
the President for information on the subject, and the reply of 
the Secretary of State was, that there was none in his : 
sion. This was on the 16th of July; and what information had 
the House since that time? Did the House know who these 
men were; how they came to be ia Van Dieman’s Land; what 
their trial was, and what was proved against them? Then, as 
to the situation in which the President of the United States 
would be placed, ifthe resolution should be adopted. Suppose 
the case was reverse’, I would, said Mr. A. suppose an insur- 
rection of the slaves in the South, and that it was suppressed, 
and that a portion of the insurgent slaves, after having been 
tried and found guilty, had been transported to some foreign 
country; and what, then, would the gentlemen of the South say, 
if Queen Victoria should send her minister here to ask 
you to pardon these slaves, and restore them to their 
homes? ask every Southern gentleman here to aup- 

that a foreign Government was to interpose 
tween your laws and your insurgent slaves, and say what he 
would do, Would you restore them to all the righis they had for- 
feited? Now it appears to me that the British Government 
might, with just as much propiety, interpose its offices in be- 
half of insurgent slaves, as for this Government to interpose 
in behalf of these patriots; for most assuredly if these people 
in Canada were fighting for liberty and the liberties 6f man- 
kind, much more would slaves be fighting for liberty and the 
liberties of mankind, and won'd be much more entitled to com 
passion and sympathy. What world Southern gentlemen 
think if interposition in such a case was offered by the British 
Gevernmen} 


Mr. A. said that he could not view this resolution in any other 
light than as an unwirrantable interference with the British 
Government, intended to exasperate, instead of conciliating 
them, as we ought todo. He hoped that it would not be adopt- 
ed; and, indeed, the subject ought not to be touched at all until 
information was obtained that there were circumstances of a 
mitigating nature connected with the case of these persons, suf- 
ficient to induce us to make their quarre! our own. We had 
already too many causes of difference with the British Govern- 
ment io seek unnecessarily to raise new ones. 


Mr. HOLMES azreed with the gentleman from Massachu- 
eetts that the resolution ought not to pass, provided it involved 
all the consequences he supposes; but the resolution only con. 
templates the mercifui interposition of this Govern- 
mentto re certain unfortunate American citizens from 
violated. Mr, H. likened 
as the resolution contemplated to the one 
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the penaltiesof the laws they had 
wach an 
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mace by General Washington with the Austrian Government, 
in favor of Lafay: te, when confined in the dungeon of Olmutz. 
The gentieman from New York, (Mr. Ferris) in introducing 
this reeolution, did not propose to bring the rights of this Go- 
vernment in conflict with these of Great Britain. But the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts said that these unfortunate men 
had committed treason; this was a most extraordinary doctrine 
to be advanced by a gentleman whose knowledge of law 
should bave taught him better. 

Mr. ADAMS explained that he did not say that these men 
had committed treason against this Government, but against the 
British Government. 

Mr. DOLMES. But the gentleman has thought proper to liken 
the case of these men to another case—that of insurgent slaves. 
It did seem that, let any subject whatever be brought up before 
the House, the gentleman from Massachusetis would seize upon 
it, in order to bring up his ultra opinions on the subject of sla- 
very. The gentleman said that Queen Victoria might, with just 
as much propriety, interfere in behalf of insurgent slaves, as our 
Government could interfere with her in behalf of these men. 
Now, was there any analogy between the two cases? If we had 
been asked to interfere in behalfof the subjects of Great Britain, 
who had been transported, the gentleman might have shown 
some sort of analogy; but, unless he could show that Great Bri- 
tain claimed any allegiance from ovr slaves, he could show no 
similarity between the two cases. But the gentleman ha? vone 
further, and said that there would be a stronger case @¢¢".3t - 


plication of Great Britain in behalf of our insurgentsla*® yo" 1 
there would be for our e pplication to them in behalf of thés. vin- 


fortunate American citizens; and he (Mr. H.) would leave‘. to 
the House to say whether that was a proper argument. The 

entieman asked what the Southern members would say if the 

inigter of Queen Victoria should make an application of this 
nature? He would tell the gentleman. The interference of 
Queen Victoria in such a case would be more consonant with 
her views and feelings, elevated as she is, and with the views und 
feelings of her subjects, than the position taken by the gentieman 
some tine ago was consonant with what ought to be the views 
and feelings of an American statesman—viz: that whenever 
there should be an insurrection of slaves, and the South stould 
need the assistance of the North, which he thanked God they 
never would, that ‘hen they might, by the useof the treaty- 
making power, deprive the South of their property, by liberat- 
ing their slaves, . After come further remarks from Mr. i. 

he House then adjourned. 


= IN SENATE. 

Wepnespar, Sepiember 8, 1841. 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Militia, reporte’, without amendment, the bill 
from the House making sppropriations for the re- 
pair of forts at Staten Island, New York. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported, with an amendment, the bill from the 
House to repeal the 6th section of the act for the 
support of the military academy at West Point, 
for 1838, and to prohibit the investment of trust 
funds of the United States in the stocks of the se- 
veral States. 

The joint resolution authorizing the purchase by 
the Secretary of the Treasury of American water- 
rotted hemp, for the use of the navy, and to extend 
in force for seven years, was taken up, with an 
amendment from the Naval Committee, that such 
purchase shall be mace with regard to the price 
and quality of the article. 

Mr. MANGUM had Jearned from the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy that it had been the practice of the 
Department for some years to contract for and give 
higher prices for domestic hemp than for the fo- 
reign article, when the quality was equal. The 
committee did not think, in reporting the amend- 
ment, that it was proper to give a great premium 
to domestic hemp. The amendment regulating the 
purchase according to the price and quality would 
make very little difference with the practice of 
ihe D.par'ment, and he thovugbtit ovghtto be 
adopted. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to Jay the resolution on 
the table till next session. 

Mr. BENTON ¢esirirg tobave the resolution, 
as amended, read by the Szeretary, Mr. Catnoun 
withdrew his moticn to law on the table. 

The resolution, as amended, was then read. 

Mr. MANGUM thought the resolution,as amend- 
ed, could do no harm, and might stimulate to the 
purchase of domestic bemp. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. BENTON thought the resolution ought 
to be adopted, as it would give a general sti- 
mulus to the production cf hemp throughout the 
country. 

Mr. KING thought it was best to leave this 
matter to the sonod discretion of the Secretary. 
If domestic hemp could be as advantageously pro- 
cured as other, the Secretary would feel bound to 
purchase it. He preferred to leave the matter as 


it stood. 
Mr. WOODBURY considered the resolution, as 
amended, sufficiently guarded. It would operate 





as some encouragement to the home growth of 
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hemp, and a stimulant to the best mode of prepa- 
ration and manu‘acture, whilst, at the same time, 
it could not operate as an excuse tor the employ- 
ment cf an inferior article in the navy. 

Mr. CALHOUN took a different view of the 
subject. He conceived it would now go abroad 
throughout the whole country that a preference 
was to be given to water-roited hemp of home 
growth, and consequectiy a great stimulation 
would be given to that branch of businers. This 
would induce speculators to embark in tke trade 
of providing itior the navy, and it was notin the 
art of man to prevent those speculators from be. 
setting the Navy Department and urging upon it 
an obligation imposed by this resolution, to give a 
preference, under any circumstances, to the home 
production, There was ro necessity for this 
haste aboutit. Let it be laid over till next ses. 
sion; he would renew his motion to lay the resolu. 
tion on the table. 

The question was then put on this motion, and 
negatived. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engross- 
ed, and read a third time. 

The bill from the House making an appropria- 
tion of $33,300 for repairs of fortifications un Sta- 
ten Island, New York, was taken up. 

Mr. KING hoped they would have some expla- 
nation on the subject. Did that island belong to 
the General Governmeni? 

Mr. FRESTON said some doubt had existed, 
but it bad been ascertained satisfactorily in the 
other Honse that it was the property of the United 
Statics. The sum of meney was the result of esti- 
mates of the preper Department, for the repair of 
forts which were our property. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained that the matter had 
been fally investigated by a commission on the 
part of the General Government and of the State 
of New York, and the Jatier had agreed to éede 
the property on being repaid the purchase of the 
sife end interest on the money, making something 
like $33 000. The bill had been reported to the 
House in conformity with this agreemen'!; butthen 
it was alleged the General Government had ac- 
quired aright to the site bya former agreement, in 
which it was supposed it was assigned by the 
State of New Yoik in part payment of her debt to 
the General Government. In consequence of this 
view of the subject, the House had struck out from 
the bill the appropriation for the purchase of the 
site, but left in those for repairs, assuming the right 
to be now in the General Government. This was 
entirely a mistake. The site was not purchased by 
the State of New York ‘or two years after the time 
of the alleged transfer to the General Government, 
so that it was impossible the State could trans/er 
what it did not own. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought, as a doubt exist- 
ed with regard to the title, the bill ought to be laid 
on the table till next session, with a view ot having 
the matter set to rights, before Congress acted up- 
‘on the subject. He would therefore move to lay 
the bii] on the table. 

Mr. SEVIER asked the Senator to withdraw his 
morion for a moment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON yielded to Mr. Sevirr’s 
request. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was the only opportunity 
he should have, and he must move to amend the 
bill by adding the following: 

“For rebuilding Fort Gibson, at the old site, or in its vicinity, 


under the direction of the Secretary of War, twenty-five thou- 
sand doliars.”” 


No appropriation could be more just or urgeng 
than this. It had been left out of ene bill in the 


House, under the supposition that 1 would be ine’ 


claded in another here. It was strongly recom. 
mended by the Secretary of War, and there cou'd 
be no rational objection to its being now introduced 
in the only opportunity that would occur this sese 
sion. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked if it was in order to 
move to lay the bil! and amendment on the table? 
The CHAIR said it was. 

Mr. LINN observed that he had but a word or 
two tosay. Herose simply to remark, that it was 
a singular fact, that almost all the appropriations 
made this session for repairs of forts, new fortifi- 
cations, naval and military purposes, &-. amounts 
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ing to millions of do!!ars, had been made with 
special reference to the Easiera and Northern 
States, the Atlantic seaboard, and he wou'd add 
the lakes, although it was like drawing teeth to get 
any thing for the lakes. However, such was the 
partiat character of these grants, and not one ap- 





propriation had been made for the protection of the’ 


Western frontier. Not a dollar had been appro- 
riated for the defence of the region to Which was cue 
a double debtof protec icn. It was to relieve the Ezst- 
ern and Northern States !rom the into.erable burden 
which they groaned, when oppressed with their 
Incian tribes, that permission was given them to 
place these tribes beyond the Western frontier; and 
now that these States are relieved from a savage 
population, the dangers from which they could 
not themselves endure, they view with heariless 
indifference the dangers they have ecatailed upon 
{eliow-eitizens, the settlers of the Far West. In- 
stead of justice, or a disposition to pay even a por- 
tion of this double debt, the claim of the West 
fo: i's indisputable right will hardly be listened 
to. Hebad, not, however, risen onghe present 
occasion to press that subj:ct, because a iegular 
session of Congress was at hand, and he should 
take good care that the rights of the region 
of ccuntry in which he resided should 
not be neglected. But his object at present ways, 
tosecund theamendment of his friead from Ar- 
kansas, [Mr. Sevier] and he did hope, if there 
was jaith in man—il there were justice and patrio- 
tis yet in spirit as wel! asin name, that this 
emendment will be adopted withouia dissenting 
voice. Gentleman fiom the Eastern States should 
recollect that it was for their relief, and for their 


a ett CE, 


exemption from danger, that these Indian tribes || 


were placed upon the Wes'ern border; and would | 


they now tamely look on and peny the protection 
of ene garrison to savethe wivesand daughters 
of the western settlers, from the scalping kni‘e 
and tomahawk of these savages? Gentlemen 
seemed to think the frequent applications of the 
West for protection, irksome; but why did they 
saddle the West with this Indian population, with- 
out atthe same time providing adequate defence 
for that fronuer? Ths they owed asa common 
act of justice. Now that the danger had become 
intolerable, upon what grounds can they deny the 
necessiry protection? He hoped this appropria- 
ton, at least, would not be withheld It wasa mat- 
tr of national importance as well as local protection. 
There was no contingency growing cut of the deli- 
cate nature of our foreign relations that was not in 
its probable effects likely to affect the whole Union 
by whatsmight occur on the Western frontier, as 
well as by what might occur on the lake shores or 
the seaboard. The subsidizing and employment of 
those Indian tribes by a foreign enemy would open 
a road for invasion and devastation of the most 
alarming character. If it was important to pur- 
chare and repair tbe old forts of Staten Island, 
which he should vote for, it was no less important 
that this appropriation should be made for Fort 
Gibson. tie would therefore vote for the amend- 
ment, and then for the bill. 

Mr SEVIER contended that it was of the first 
necessity that this appropriation should te now 
made for Fort Gibson, and, in confirmation of this, 
referred to the report of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. FULTON showed that the position of Fort 
Gibson, situated several handred miles in advance 
of the Western settlements, and particularly of Ar- 
kansas, was of the utmost importance. It was the 
only tort of consequence in that vast region. It 
was one which the Government was bound to keep 
up; and if that was not done, with a sufficient force 


to command the respect of the Indians, it would be 
of littie use. 


Mr. KING did not rise to oppose the amend- 
ment, but simply to call back the Senate to the 
original qaestion, that of the propriety of repair- 
ing the forts on Staten Island, under the circum- 
stances of deubt as to the title of the United States 
to the property in the site. He would inquire of 
the chairman of the Committee on Miltary Af- 
fairs, whether it was intended to recommend this 
appropriation, Dotwithstanding the disputed title? 

Mr. WRIGHT explained that there was nothing 
to dispute about: all that had been adjusted by the 
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negotia'ion between the General Government and || ficul'y could arise in that way. If, however, any 


the State of New York, All that was recessary 
was 'o appropriate the sum agrred upon to be patd 
to the State ot New York for the site. 

Mr. PRESTON explained his view of the point 
of difference, but feared, from present appearances, 
thatif the bill was now persisted in, there would 


be no end to the amendments which would be ef- | 


fered to i!, probably swelling the whole appropria- 
tion past a million of dollars; a thing which, ia the 
present state of the Treasury, he could not s:ne- 
tion. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that, unde- all the 
circumstances, he would renew his amendment, 
modifying it, that the bill be laid on the table ull 
the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 19, nays 
21; and so the amendment to !ay on the table did 
not prevail. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that a portion of 
the appropriation be applied for the purchase 
the sites of Forts Richmond and Tompkins, and 
of batteries Hudson and Morton on Staten 
Island. 

After some conversation by various Senators, 
the amendment of Mr. Wrient was adopted—yeas 
21, nays 17. 

The amendment of Mr. SEVIER was then 
adopted—veas 23, nays 17. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that th: further 
consideration of the bil be postponed to the first 
Monday in December next. This motion was car- 
ried—yeas 24, nays Ql. 

Thus the bill was postponed till next session. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Select Committee, 
appointed on the pait of the Senate in relation to 
to an amendment of the 47h rule of the Senate, 


| made areport thereon; which was ordered to be 


printed, 

The report, providing for five Reporters, the 
first to receive 60 dollars per week, and the others 
50 dollars per week, to be appointed by the Se- 
cretary, and to be placed in the Gallery, immedi- 
ately over the President’s chair, was ordered to be 
printed. 

The Senate then took up the bill from the House 
to repeal a part of the 6th section of the act, en- 
titled an act to providé for the support of the Mili- 
tary Academy of the United States for the year 
1838, and for «ther purposes, passed July 7th, 
1838, and to prohibit the inves!tment of the funds 
of the United States in the stocks of the several 
Staies. 

This bill was amended, so as to strike out all af- 
ter the enacting clause, and insert: 

“That so mach of the 6th section of the act to provide for the 
support of the any Academy of the United Staies for 1838 
as requiresthe Secretary of the Treasury to invest the annual in- 
terest accruing on the investment ofthe money arising from the 
bequest of the late James Smithson, of London, in the stocks of 
the States, be and the same is hereby repealed; and the Secreta 
ry of the Treasury shall invest said accruing interest in any 


stock of the United States, bearing a rate of interest not less than 
5 per cent per annum. : 

“And be it furiher enacted, That all other funds held in trust 
by the United States, and the annual interest accruing thereon, 
when not otherwise required by treaty, shal! in like manner*be 
invested in stocks of the United States bearing a like rate of in- 


Mr. SEVIER made some observations in rela- 
tion to the amendment not distinetly heard in the 
gallery. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the repeal affected 


- that portion only of the bill of °33, which related 


to the investment of the funds of the institution, 
and accruing interest in State stocks; the invest- 
ment to be changed to United Siates stock. 

Mr. CALHOUN requested the bill and amend- 
men's would b2 read. 

The bill was then read. 

Mr. CALHOUN wished to know what was to 
be done with the funds when there was no United 
States stoek to be had? If all authority to invest 
them and the accruing interest in other stocks was 
repealed, and there should be no United States 
stock in the market, or in existence, what was to 
be wr with the money? 

. EVANS replied tbat all that had been taken 
into considera‘ion in committee, and it was the 
unanimous impression that there would be a suf- 
ficient supply of United Sta'es stock in existence 
for the next three years at least, and that no dif- 


difficulty of that nature should arise, provision 
cou'd be made by Congress in time te meet it. 

Mr. LINN considered the whole thing as a direct 
attack upon the credit of the Sates. Here was an 
act of Congress, implying on the very face of it a 
discredit of State stocks. Was not this caiculated 
to depress State stocks, both in the howe and fo- 
reign markeis? 

Mr. EVANS observed that it was the standing 
of the State stocks in those markets, which had 
called for the amendment of the act of 1838. 

Mr. LINN called the attention of the Senate to 
this fact: that the Democrat party, during the last 
political struggle of the party now administering 
the Government to get into power, had been slan- 
dered, vilified, and abused, with the most unfound- 
ed charges of designs to dwwcredit the States of this 
Union. The Demccratic party had been denounced 
from one end of the Union to the other for having 
prostrated the whole credit system. They were pro- 
nounced traitors to their country, and a continued 
stream of viiuperation was poured oul upon them 
from June, 1839, to the close of the Presidential 
election, with a view of enlisting the prejudices of 
every One connected with State stoeks against the 

-continvation of the Democracy in power. Yet, 
what spectacie do we now see presented to the 
coun'ry?) What but that to be expected from the 
Whig patty, which bad so notoriously proved to 
the world that their professions out of power were 
one thing, and their performances in power quite 
another and a different thirg?) Now that they bave 
she first opportunity, they offer the most cut- 
rageous, treacherous, and fatal stab to the State 
stock credit system, that ever was attempted by 
any representatives of the people or the States. 
But he was glad the gentleman had shown the 
true character of their professions, contrasted with 


| their performances. 


Mr. WOOUBURY considered there were other 
things which ought to be taken in view. .Be- 
sides the fatal stab thus offered to the credit of 
Siate stocks, the institution itself might be deprived 
of the advantage of investing its funds in stock, 
no less secure than United States stock, though 
for temporary causes depreciated, but sometimes 
yielding an opportunity of purchase at 60 or 65, 
when United States stock might be at more than 
100. 

Mr. CLAY said the relation between the Go- 
vernmentand the States, of the latier being debt- 
ors to the former, ought always to be avoided; for 
what means could be used to coerce the States if 
they refused to pay? We had stocks of oar own, 
in which this trust fund of the Government could 
be invested. He sheu'd prefer the adoption of this 
principle, thatin all cases of trast fands, an ac- 
count should te opened with the Government of 
the United States, and thatthe fund should be 
held in the Treasury and it pay an annuai interest 
onit, until its object was accomplished. He re- 
garded this Smithsovicn fund as a sacred trust 
which the Government would be bound to restore 
if it should ever be lost; and that being the care— 
the Government being responsible for them, it 
would be better that they should remain in the 
Treasury, under our charge. 

Mr. TAPPAN was unders‘ood toc neur in this 
opinion; and after some farther remarks by Messrs, 
WOODBURY, CALHOUN, ana SEVIER, the 
amendment was engrossed, the bill read a third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, its title was amend- 
ed so as to be in effec: “sn act to repeal a part of 
the 6th section of the act for the support of the 
Military Academy of the United States for 1838, 
and for other purposes.” 


On motion of Mr. MANUUM, the bill from the 
House, “making appropriation for the purchase of 


naval ordnance, ordnance stores, and other pur- 
poses,” was taken up. 


Mr. MANGUM offered an amendment, which 
he said had been recommended by the Navy De- 
partment, to add a section to the bill, providing 
that the President of the United Sates cause suck 
increase to be made to the marine band, as be shall 


deem necessary and proper, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding 500 men. 
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He said this had teen proposed by the Depart- 


Mr. EV: RET?, after a tew explanaiory remarks, in the 
course of which he saul that he had voted for this resoluuon 
in committee In good faith, and wuh a hope to render service 
to these men, but that he felt sure that al! possible hope of 
any good result from is aloption had been deteated by the 








Jno. G. Floyd, Ch. A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, 


the British Government the anxiety of thia people, through 
their Representatives, for the fate of their unfortunate countiy- 
menin Vao Dieman’s Land. How could this request be used 
against us by the British Government? Wes war to be de- 
ciared for this?) Did the honorable member from Massachu- 
seits believe the story of the fifteen ships of the line ordered to 


As for himself, in his private or public capacity, his efforts 


House could doso. It wasstrictly according to the rules and 
parliamentary law. It was proper that sait should be made 
free of duty if any article on earth should be. And as tea and 


coffee were admitted free, why notsalt, a necessary of life, and 
use! by all classes. 


Theappes! run Haband by Messrs. FILLMORE, ARNOLD, 
speech which had been made by the snileinan who intro our coast?’ Did any one believe such a ridiculous tale? Eng- and W. W. IR N : 

duced it,*{Mr. Fernis,} moved to ay the resolution on the land was in no disposition or state to declare war against us. When Mr. FILLMORE withdrew the appeal. 

table. 


Mr. E. withdrew the motion to enable 

Mr FERRIS to make certain explanations in relation to the 
tenor and object of the speech referred to. Of this explanation 
ecarcely a word reached the ear of the Reporter. Having closed 
his explanation, Mr, F.. renewed the mouon to Jay the resolu- 
tion on the table, 

Mr. McK EON asked the yeas and nays oa that motion; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Meesers Adams, Landalf!W. Andrews, Arnold, Ba- 
ker, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Bur- 
nell, Wm. Butler, 1. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Coles, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Garrett Davia, W. C. Dawson. John Edwards, 
Everett, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Habersham, Hall, 
Haisted, Henry, Hudson, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Jimes, 
King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKay, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Mattocks, Maxwe!!, Moore, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Ows- 
ley, Pendleton, rowell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexan- 
der Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Salion- 
stall, Shepperd, Simonton, Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stratton, 


Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Easiman, Egbert, Ferris, Fillmore, 





We have a guarantre for peace in the command which her 
manufacturing and commercial interests have over the states- 
men of that powerful empire. No shot. fired into New York, 
from British ships of war, but would strike British property, 
stored for British merchants, They are restrained from any 
belligerant developments towards us by the conscious. 
ness of the immense interests uniting the two coun- 
tries. Did gentlemen, when they suggested the probability 
of war, look atthe present political condinon of England—her 
troubles in India and China—her relations with France—her 
internal political revolution within the last few months—the 
mighty leader of the Irish nation, backed by his millions of op- 
pressed countrymen, now reieved from his union with the Mi- 
nistry, and thrown into the attitude of a giant opponent. of the 
party likely to be entrusted with the administration of public 
affairs—at home discontent, and abroad war? This was not the 
lie to war with us, : 

Mr. McK. then showed that the crime for which these young 
men suffered was suchas patriots had received our applause. 


entreating their release. It would beto relieve them in chains. 





Mr. BOTTS renewed it. 

And the point of order was further discussed by Messrs. 
BOTTS, ATHERTON, ADAMS, WINTHROP. - WISE. 
KING, BRIGGS, RAYNER, HOLMES, PROFFIT, and 
CUSHING, 

The CHAIR stated the grounds of his decision. 

Afier which the question was taken, and by yeas 98, noes 44 
the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


and by ayes 84, noes 89, it was rejected. 

Mr. WISE then moved to amend the amendment of the Se- 
nate, by providing that “1ron should be free.” 
Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to amend Mr. Wise’s amend- 


ment by including the articles ‘‘ sugar, cotton, and tobacco.” 
Mr. WISE withdrew his amendment. 


And the amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

The amendment of the Senate to the second section, which 
amendment provides that none of the articles shall hereafter 
bear a duty higher than twenty per cent. ad valorem, com- 


) Our own conduct had induced them to a participation in the nz up. ‘ F 

4 Alexander H H. Stoari, Summers, Tatiaferro, John B. Thomp- struggles in Canada, and we ought not to ieee thie their Mr. FILLMORE expressed the conviction that the operation 
= gon. Richard W Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleit. fate. The enormities commitied during that ctruce Ny the of this amendment, which, he said, would nullify the second 
3 Trumbull, Wallace, Warren, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis British were referred to. He also referred to Preston’s three section, had not been considered by the Senate, and he hoped it 
% Wilhams, Winthrop, Wire, and Yorke—80. years in Cannda, a British work, to ghow that there had been would not be concurred in. 

M; NAY3-—Messrs. S_ J. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, risoners taken and sent outin convict ships to Van Dieman’s The amendment was discussed by Messrs. FILLMORE, 
i] Bidlack, Blair, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, and. They were probably Americans, and if there was any WISE, TILLINGHAST, DAWSON, and CUSHING. 

Patsick C. Caldwell, Wm. B, Campbell, Casey, Chapman, |] doubt we should not hesitate to seek out their prisons—to go to Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the proviso of the Senate, 
#i Joba C. Ciark, Ciinton, Cowen, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, their jailors, and even, if needs be, cast ourselves at their feet 


by striking out all after the word “provided,” and inserting that 
“nothing in this section contained shall a wise affest the 


The que tion was then taken on Mr. Wige’s amendment,” 








é ; sane Yrinnt ¢ oo Gordon, Greig, Gustine, Harris, Joho Hastings, Hays, Hop- would be cheerfully given to this work of charity. He did not disper 
ment; the increase wou d be about fifty per cent. kins, Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hunt, Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, believe it would sacrifice one particle of our Rantey--ot our provide 
on the whole expenses of the corps, and be did not Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Abralam McClellan, Robert McClel- agnor 98 ae ate: To — thie favor and to accom ae 
know as the Senate, considering the financial con- lan, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thompson plish the release of his countrymen from bondage, was to ac. : 

iti : vine ‘ : Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Morgan complish a duty enjoined upon us by the dictates of humanit was, bY 
dition of the country, would be prepared at this Pp, a istiani y The 
we Ys , Pp! p : : Newhard, Partridge, Payne, Pope, Proffit, Reynolds, Riggs, and of christianity. ee ia 
heel of a session to make such an increase iv this Bhaw, Slade, Steenrod, Sweney, Tomlinson, Turney, Van [The morning hourexpired in the course of Mr. McKgon’s bi ~ 
session Buren, Ward, Waterson, Weiler, Westbrook, James W. el ames be given at eee? ins 
‘ : Williams, Joseph L. Willams, Wood, and Augustus Young e bill making appropriations for the outfits and salaries of 
Mr. WOODBURY opposed the amendment, — ii. F diplomatic agents, which had been returned from the Senate ay 
Mr, KiNG thought it remarkable that the Caair- So the reso-ution was laid on the table. with an amendment, coming up— — 
man of the committee shou'd offer suck an amend- [A message was received from the Senate by A. Dickens, (Mr. FILLMORE moved its recommitment to the Commit- yb 
\ OL tt ke ‘ esq. Secretary, informing the House that the Senate had passed t-eon Foreign Affairs. . > fin 
ment, which he could not vote for himself, He the bill making an appropriation for the salaries and outfits of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved its commitment to the The 
opposed this increa-e of exp enditure. diplomatic agents, with an amendment. Cupane ae Whole on > ieee ae ae 
~ : ; j lntiar » " ; ws al PB . 
tr. MANGUM said there was no doubt buat an ee ean relation to duties and drawbacks, with cer a a ome Sane eae 7 sodinaer ones cahmeee a 
increase in the corps was required; but with a thin In all which amendments the Senate asked the concurrence as to the reference. Buthe would remark that the Senate hail ~_ 
Senate, at the hee! of a session, and with a reduced of this House. ] eee sow eoereeena® = ee eee rae Fender A 
. ; . j ' And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolution— necessa s commitmen e v e ole On a 
OW we ic i . 7 _~ : , : i 
Treasury, he did not kao as the Senaic would Mr WOOD of New York said he felt constrained to speak the siate of the Union. ; 7 
vote for it upon this question. It would be remembered by the House Mr. ADAMS said there was also another amendment which by ad 
Mr. CLAY suggested the propriety of his with- that in the early partof the session he had offered a resolution satisfied him that the bill should first be referred to the Com. oy 
draw ibe amendment, instead of having it voted ealling upon the Secretary of State for any information in his mittee on Foreign Affairs. He alluded to the amemdment, as 7 Me 
rawing the ¢ gp ng eigeaihed s: gee te ag tt vONS possession in the premises. He had also presented some ten or he understood, striking out the appropriation for one of the di. tion 
down by the Senale, so as nol to pr jadice its suc- fifteen petitions in favor of thepriconers. He said he desired plomatic missions. He wished the bull referred to the Commit. sion 
cess in future, when ® shou'd be acted on. to answer the questions of the gentleinan from Massachusetts, tee on a alae sokstad grounds en « “dl a, an 
: " ‘ i Hae who on yestercay had asked who and what were those Ame- municating to the House the reasons an nds on which the oma 
Mr. MANGUM withdrew the ameudmen . rican captives. Mr. W. went at length into the proofsof their appropriatigg should be strickenout. He believed them to be - 
Mr. CALHOUN oppose the bill, at this late citizenship and respectability, and said, although he did not insufficient, Mh if no other member made the motion, he should nam 
period of the session, when no nouce had been justify the act of theirtaking up arms against a nation with move that the House disagree to the amendment of the Se- M 
a ; : . 1 1 which we were at peace, yet he felt a sympathy for their pre- nate. ‘ = : 
giveu of it fre m the Department, and when the sent condition, being treated as common felons, and subject to The question was then first taken on the motion of Mr. Lewis po - 
state of the Treasury was so reduced. It was the the most revolting cruelties. The resolution called upon the ee ae aye De poet ape the Whol Al 
f . ej ; . ing i i 8 : te e Committee ole on 
encement of a permanent syster President simply to consider the propriety of acting in their 0 the bill Was commit I { 
—— ? ae pore ao. and it behalf; and he (Mr. W.) could see no objection to its adoption. the state of the Union. 4 . ; ae 
could do but lite harm, to have. itlay over to Mr. W. thought that the fact that the Committee on Foreign The bill from the Senate in relation to duties and drawbacks, oN 
next session, when they could be informed of the Relations was unanimously in favor of it was an answer w all which had been returned from the Senate with ainendments, was Ban 
N ana ita wants H ! wen ! , that had been said as to itseffect uponthe McLeod question. ‘The taken up and referred tothe Committee of the Whole on the , 
avy, and i's wants. e would move to lay it on ' , tate of the Union ~y 
; eicit ; rm distinguished gentleman atthe head of that committee would Calc O & , p ; : W. 
the table, ifthe Chairman had no objection. never have consented to its passage had itbeen injurious to The biil from the Senate to provide for the satisfaction of out- Rie 
Mr. MANGUM hoped it would be passed now. that controversy. Mr. W. went at length into a defence of the standing Choctaw reservations under the 19th article of the Dea 
It was a matter of isdispen‘satle necessity for the resolution, replying to the positions of Mr. Anams. He said treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, coming up on the question of ; ia) 
sa ile ispencé ee J opposition to 1t from that quarter was notexpected., The voice commitment= : : ; 5 Fos 
navy, and the appropriation was of much more of the gentleman (Mr. ApAMsS) had been often heard in this Mr. FILLMORE moved its commitment to the Committee ; sha 
urgent necessity than the Javish appropriations House against imaginary slavery and oppression, and it was eS cate moved its commitment {0 the Committee of ; Ilo 
hee sh i a ee . with pain that he (Mr. W.) now heard him advocating a con Mr \ a ved ’ ji Jo 
for lortiiica i ns that bad becn made, of than any tinuance of real slavery and oppression The respect he en- the Whole on the state of the Union. f ~~ 
otber appropriation that could be made for the de- |] tertained for him would not allow him to say all he felt and The question of reference was ap et by 1 All 
“nee ¢ ror y thought uponthis point. Mr W. made an earnest appeal to Mesers. A. BROWN, FILLMORE, CHAPMAN, STAN. i i 
Peas sre Srey. te Sedan ae edeneievanied PP LY, LEWiS WILLIAMS, MORGAN, aud CAVE JOHN ! Mi 
icnve aT ‘) r TIP Y APRN. the House to adopt the resolution. ‘ a¥y 4 ’ ’ z Hh 
Mersrs. CALHOUN, W OODBI RY, an 1 BEN Mr. McKEON remarked, h@ supposed that the conductof the || SON. 2 ' f 5) 
TON faritye F Oppose d, and Mes is. M AN la U M, Howse, and the suggesionstirown outby some honorable mem- Ww hen the question was taken, and the bill was referred to the 1 
HENDERSON, a: d ALLEN sdvocaied the b li. bers on this floor, within a few days past, were not fair subjects Committee on Public Lands. . 1 W 
n / : of remark. He expressed his surarise at the expressions of : REV~ NUE BILL. . . an 
Mr.CALHOUN moved to postpone 1's furiher aiive went tenn he questions which had ari On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
: some gentlemen on the questions which had arisen between the . . Uni 
consideration on the Ist Monday in December United States and Great Brifain. The decision of the House on Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, [Mr. Bur- cr 
next. This was negatived by—yeas 2, nays 38 laying the McLeod resolution on the table was strange. This || N&LLOf Massnehusetis in the Chair,) and took up the bill in Bi 
rANe , = ie < » hays , much he would say of the whole proceed ing—it was most extra- relation to duties and drawbacks: the question being on concur- os 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. ordinary inan American House o: Representatives. He assured ring in the amendments of the Senate. Ci 
> 7 . ‘ ’ « ‘ se a , : 5 S eS . a ° 31 
It appropriates $600,000, a part of which is to the members he never would consent to participate as a parti- These amendments (which have not beea printed, and i" 
; , : san in any matter growing out of a collision with foreign pow- which are not, therefore, in possession of the Reporter) were 7 
be applied ior the purpose of making experimenis yy . al aaa din without di io pt as hereinafter , 
5 ers. All party feeling must be subservient to the honor of the concurred in. Without discussion, ¢xCef men- H 
and improvements in the navy, by steam vessels country. That was dearest to his heart, and no matter who tioned. ‘ : L 
and otherwise. led, he, for one, was willing to follow inthat path which tended The question coming up on the fifth amendment of the Se- M 
The PRESIDENT stated that there was no to the preservation of the American character. He hopedno nate, to wit, to strike out “refined borax,’ and insert “boracic rn 
~ win ar ovat : c 8 , party would look for triumphs in questions of our foreign re- acid” — » " 
other business on the table of the Senate; and it lations. The resolution submitted was one which appealed to Mr. WISE moved to amend the amendment of the Senate, 8 
then went into Executive session. our feelings as men, and he (Mr McK.) could not see why ob- by suserting ‘and that the article of salt shall be free from . 
j-ction was made. It made no issue with the British Govern- duty.” : : : I 
—_—_— ment. We insisted on noright. Weetood rot erect.demend- Mr, FILLMORE raised the point that this amendment was \ 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ing a right, but as supplicants asking mercy to be extended to || 09t in order, on the ground (as the Reporter oo epee that \ 
: Wepnespay, Se;)t. 8, ISi1. our own countiymen. How the resolntion could place the Chief ut eng . Ae tian a law which imposed — On Contain 
The unfinished business was the followiag resolution, re- Mazistrate in the wrong, he (Mr. McK.) was ata loss to ?isco- oem thus ae ape free. a this amen ra was in ; 
ported yesterday by Mr. Fewmus, from the Committee ou Fo- ver. It merely suggested to him the exercise of that moral in- order, there would be noend to such motions, and the House " 
reign Relations: : / fluence which his commanding position gave him—the exercise might go into @ general revision of the tariff. P \ 
tesolved by the House of Representatives of the United in behalf of his own co men— ho badd The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment was in order, 
ed ng i in beha lis OWN Country men—men who done no moral ne 
States of America, That the President of the Unired States be wrong They had been united by the spirit of liberty—of de- Mr. FILLMORE appealed from the decision. ; 
request'd to consider the propriety of entering into negotiations votion to American principles, and were now suffering in a fo- Mr. DAWSON of Georgia submitted to the Chair that the \ 
with the British Government tor the purpose of obtaining the reign land. It was an act of mercy, the Executive, he believed, amendment proposed by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. ( 
release of such ci izensof the United Staves aa may now be de- wouldcheerfully perform. He(Mr. McK.) hoped that the usual Wise} was to amend the amendment of the Senate, by adding 
tained in Van Dieman’s Land, or in any other part of the Bri- influence of the vote of this House would be given to this reso- saltas a free article. And the question was, could the House } 
tish dominions, for any alleged or actual participation in the lution. It would give support to the President. It would show amend the amendment of the Senate? Most certainly the ' 
late insurrection in the Canadas 
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disposition of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, as 
provided for at the present session,” 

The amendmentof Mr. F. was agreed to. 

And the amendment of the Senate, as amended by the House 
was, by ayes 53, noes 69, agreed to. y : 

The amendment of the Senate excluding the Operation of the 
bill upon vessels coming from the eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope and beyond Cape Horn, which had passed these places 
prior to the 30th August, coming up— c wt 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the amendment by limiting 
the operation of the provise to goods shipped in vessels bound to 
apy partof the United States: agreed to, 

And the amendment of the Senate, as amended, was concur- 

ed in. 

7 The committee then rose and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House. gcc 

And the quesiton being on concurring in the amendments of 
the Senate, as amended by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union— 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the amendments by including 
ainong the list of free articles “salt.” 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Wiss, 
by adding thereto the articles ef “iron, sugar, cotton, and tobac- 
c»,’ and moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE accepted the amendment of Mr. 8. as a modifica- 
tion of his own amendment, and said that he would move a divi- 
sion, so as LO take the question separately on each art.cle. 

And, on the motion for the previous question, there was a 
second. 

And the main question (being firston the modified amend 
ment of Mr. Wise) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. WISE asked adivision on each separate article; which 
was ordered; and asked the yeas and nays, which were aiso 
ordered. 

Aud the question was taken firston the article of “salt,’’ 
and was decided in the affirmative, as follows—yeas 4, 
nays 88. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landafi W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeson, Bidiack, Bidseye, Black, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Browa, Burke, William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
W. B. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Richard D. Davis, William C. Dawson, John B. Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Fer- 
ris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. 
Foster. Gamble, Gerry, William Q. Goode, Gordon, HMaber- 
sham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
ITouston, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Abratiain McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Alfced Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Miller, Patridge, Payne, Pope, Proflit, Ramsey, Rayner, Ren- 
cher, Reynolds, Rogers, Shaw, Shepperd. Shields, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Turney, 
{ndeswood, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Waterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
and Weod—994, 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 8. J Andrews, Arnold, Ay- 
crigg, Baker, Barton, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, |Briggs, 
Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, T. J. Camp- 
beil, Caruthers, John C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, G. Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Filmore, AL. 
Foster, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Greig, Hall, Halsted, Wiliam 8. Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, J. Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Marchand, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendleton, Powell, Benja- 
min Randall, A. Randal, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Stokely, Stratton,A. H. H. Stu- 
ari, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, E. D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, and Atgust:is Young—88 

So the first division was agreed to. 

» The question thea recurred and was taken on the second 
division, to wit, “iron;”’ and was decided in the negative, as {ol- 
lows—yeas 82, nays 100. 

YEAS—Messrs. Arri‘gton, Atherton, Banks, Barton, Birds- 
eye. Bous, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Wiiliam Butler, 
Wm. O. Butler. P. C. Caldwell, W. B. Campbell, Casey, 
Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Cross, R. D. Davis, William C, 
Dawson, J. B. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, J C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Haber- 
sham, Harris, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Hunt, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
King, Lewis, Linn,R. McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Alfred Marshall, Samsen Mason, John T, Mason, Mathews, 
Miller, Patridge, Payne, Randall, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rogers, Shaw, Shepyperd, Shields, Stanly, Steenrod, J. T. Stu- 
art, Taliaferro, Trumbull,Turney, Van tiuren, Ward, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, Lewis Williams, Wise, and Wood—82. 

NAY*®—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Biair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, John Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, John C, Clark, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Garret Davis, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Gerry, Geggin, P. 
G. Go de, Graham, Gustine, Hall, Halsted, William 3S. Hast- 
ings, John Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Ingersoll, James 
Tevin, W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, IL. D. Jones, Keim, J. 
P Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Marchand, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Mi ynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendieton, Plumer, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsay, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Russell, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Smith, enyder, Sprigg, Stokely, Suatton, A. H. 
Ii, Stuart, Summers, John B. Thompson. Richard W. 

Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Uncer- 
wood, Westbrook, E. D. White, T. W. Williams, James W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augus- 
tus Young—100. 

So the second division was not agreed to. 

The question recurred and was taken on the third division, 
to wit, the article of “sugar,” and was decided in the affirma. 
tive, asf llows—yeas 105, nays 75. 

YEAS—L._W,; Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, C. 
Brown, Burke, Burnell, W. O. Butler, P.C. Caldwell, Tho- 


mas J. Campbell, Case Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
R. D. Davis, Wat Dawson, ‘Dean, Sacsy, Doan, 
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Eastman, John Edwards, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, A. L. Fosier, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Ger- 
ry, Goggin, Gurdon, Gustine, Habersham, Harris, Hays, 
Holms, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, 
Jack,Cave Johnson, Jonn W. Jones, I D. Jones, Keim, John 
r. Kennedy, A. Kennedy, King, Lewis, Lion, R. MeClellan, 
McKay, McKeen, Mallory, Alfred Marshail,.John Thompson 
Masen, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Partridge, 
Payne, Piumes, Pri ffit, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rovers, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, 
Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Siokely, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, J. T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Trumbull, 
Tursey, Van Buien, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, J. 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. Williams, Wise, and 
Wood—105. 

* NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, SJ. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Black, Borden, Briggs, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William Bauer, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, Caruthers, John C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushicg, G. Davis. J, B. Dawson, Everett, Fill- 
more, Gentry, William O Goode, Graham, Green, Hail, tal 
sted, William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hunt, Ingersoll, W.W. Irwin, James, Lane, Lawrence, Sam- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan. Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendietoo, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall, Randolph, Ridgeway, Russell, 
Simonton, Stration, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, ‘triplett, Underwood, E. D. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—75. ° 

So the third division was agreed to. 

The question recurred and was taken on the fourth division, 
to wit, “cotton,” and was decided in the aflirmative, as follows 
—yeas 105, nays 78. 

YEA=s—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigz, Banks, Bar- 
ton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Chailes Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, William 
Bauer, Patrick C, Caldwel!, William B. Campbell, Chapman, 
Coles, Richard D. Davis, William C. Dawson, Dean, Doan, 
Eastman, John Edwards, John C, Edwards, Egbert, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, A. Lawrence Fosier, Thomas F, 
Foster, Gamble. William O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Haber- 
sham, Harvis, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Linn, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchan'!, Alfred Marshall, 
Samson Mason, John Thompsoa Mason, Matthews, Maynard, 
Morgaa, Newhard. Payne, Plumer, Alexauder Randall, Ray- 
ner, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Shields, Smith, Snyder, Sianly, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Scvait, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferre, Tom. 
Hinson, Truusbull, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wise, and Wood—105 

NAYS—Mess Allen. L. W. Andrews, 8 J. An 
drews, Arnold, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bor- 
den, Briggs, M. Brown, William O. Butler, Calhoun, John 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, John C, 
Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, John B. Dawson, Everett, Fillmore, Fornance, Gentry, 
Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, Hall, Hal- 
sted, John Hastings, Henry, Howard, Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, Lane, Lawrenee, 
Mathiwot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mpore, Morris, Morrow, Os. 
borne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall. Randolph, Ridgway, Rusgse)l, 
Simonton, John T. Stuart, John B. Vhompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, E. D 
White, Thomas W. Williams, James W. Williams, and Au- 
gustus Young—78, 

Sothe fourth division was agreed to. 

The question recurred and wastaken on the fifth division 
to wit, the article of “tobacco,” and was decided twthe nega- 
tive, as fo!l »ws-—yeas &2, noes 96, = 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg. Banks, Barton, 
Birdseye, Biair, Boardman, Botts, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
Burnell, William Buuer, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Richard 
D. Davis, William C Dawson, Dean, John Edwards, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd. C. A. Floyd, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Wm. O. Goode Gordon, Guatine, Haber- 
sham, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, Hoysion, Hubard, Hudson, 
Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, IL. D. Jones, Keim, 
John P Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Mar. 
shall, Samson Mason, John T. Mason, Matthews, Maynard, 
Morgan, Patridge, Payne, Raywer, Rencher. Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Shaw, Shields, Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Strat- 
ton, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Trumbull, Turney, Van 
Buren, Warren, Watterson, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Woo.'— 82. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arrold, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, B'ack, 
Borden. Boyd, Briggs, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jere 
miah Browa, William O. Butler. Calhoun, John Campbell, 
Willian B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Ca- 
sey, John ©. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Garret Davis, J. B. Dawson, Everett, Fillmore, Fornance, 
A. L. Foster, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G Goode, Graham, 
Green, Greig, Hall, Halsied, W. S Hostings, J. Hastings, 
Hays, Henry, Hunt, Ingerso!!, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, 
Jack, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Mathfot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Medi!l, Moore. Morris, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Pendleton. Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ram. 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Alex. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstal], Shepperd, Simonton, Steenrod, A. H. 
H. Stvart, John T. Stuart, J. B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To. 
land, Triplett, Underwood, Wallace, Weller, Westbrook, E. 
D White, T. W. Williams, Jas. W. Williams, and Winthrop 


3. Adams, 





‘So the fifth division was not agreed to. 

Andthe question recurring on concurring in the amendment 
as amended— 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to lay the amendments of the Senate, 
as amended, on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion, if it prevailed, would carry 
the bill with it. 

Mr BIRDSEYE moved a reconsideration of the vote exempt- 
ing “‘salt’’ from duty. 

r. BURNELL moved an adjournment. Lost. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky was understood to withdraw 

his motion to lay the bill on the table, 
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Mr. MORGAN moved ,to reconsider the vote on the article 

sy > “a 
OO WISE was understood to move to reconsider the other 
affirmative vous justtaken 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House adjourn; which mo- 
tion, by yeas 93, and nays 88, was agreed to. 

And the House adjourned. 


Nors.—The resolution adopted on Tuesday m relation to 
the postponement of the Florida Contested Election ease, was 
so modified before the question was taken as to give to both 
parties the power to take testimony. The Reporterdid uot 
hear the modification. 


SENATE. 
Tavr' pay, September 9, 1841. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate communicated 
a letter from the Treasury Department, in compli- 
ance with a resolution calling for the amount of 
“Indian money belonging to legacies or trust funds 
which had becn ineested in State stocks, &e. 

Oa motion of Mr. SEVIER, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting held in Sussex county, Va. condemuing the 
measures of the present Administration, and sus- 
taining the Veto. Ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following: 


@ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, a statement showing the annual product of 
the duties lai i on bank notes, bills of exchange, and bank dis 
counts, by the act of Congress epproved 21 August 1813, and 
continued in force until the year 1817. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the resolution 
submitted by hun some days since, fixing the time 
of adjournment ef the present session of Congress. 
He was exceedingly anxious that the session should 
be brought to a close 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed a wish that the reso- 
lution might be acted on atonce. Gentlemen on 
the other side had the power, and tRey cculd fix 
their own time; and he really thought they ought 
to Pgree to name the day. 

Tbe yeas and nays having been demanded, the 
vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Ca!- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury, and Wrighi—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choaie, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick. Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Smith of Indiasa, Southard, Tellmadge, and 
White—21. 

Mr. KING moved that the’ Senate proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. BAYARD said he was desirous that the re- 
port which he had sybmitted yestercay in relation 
to reporting, sheuld be read a second time. 

Mr. KING observed if it was read, it would 
have to he acted on. 

Mr. BAYARD said that he desired to have it 
acted on. : 

Mr. KING thought there were some Senators 
averse to taking it up then. 

Mr. BAYARD had no disposition to press it. 
The subject could be taken up to-morrow. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and after having spent some 
time therein, 

The Senate again resumed its legislative session, 
when the revenue bill from the House was re- 
ceived, and the amendments of that body were con- 
currea in, save that which provides that no duty 
that may be laid or collected by viriue of the se- 
cond section sha!! exceed 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, this amendment was 
disagreed to, and a Committee of Conference or- 
dered on the part of the Senaie. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


% 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrepay, September 9, 1841. 
The journal! of yesterday was read andapproved. 
The House being very thin, Mr. FILLMORE (after an in- 
quiry addressed by him to the Chair, of the purport of which 
the Reporter could hear nothing.) moved a call ofthe Heuse. 


Mr. HOPKINS moved. that the House adjourn; and asked 
the yeas and nays on that motion, which were ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 0, nays 150, 

So thedfouse refused to adjourn. 
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REVENUE BILL. 

The House resnmed the consideration of the bill in relation 
to duties and drawbacks, and the amendments thereto, 

The first question pending being on the motion of Mr. Brrps- 
BYE, to recunsider the vote of yeserday by whicht the article of 
salt had been released from duty— 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and being taken, were as follows. yeas 95, nays79. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The nex: question being on the motion of Mr. Moraan, to re- 
consider the voice determining not to except from the duty the ar- 
ucle of “ren” — 

Mr. MORGAN withdew the motion. 

The next question being on the motion of Mr. Wise te recon- 
sider the vote of yesterday by which the article of sugar had 
been released from duty— 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and being taken, were as follows; Yeas 101, nays 80. 

So the vote was reconeidered. 

The next question was ou the motion of Mr. W1sg to recon- 
sider the vote of yesterd yy by which the article of cofton had 
been exempted from duty. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and being taken, 
Were as follows’ yeas 1!9, nays 60. 


Bo the vote was reconsidered. iy 
The question then recurring on the original motion of Mr. 
W168 to insert these several articles as duty free— e 


Mr. WIBE said that, ashe saw the vote of yesterday had been 
reversed, he would submit to the reversal, and would withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. STANLY supposed, then, he eaid, that the withdrawal 
of the motion carried with it his (Mr. 8’s) motion also. 

The SPEAKER repijed in the affiamative. 

So the motion to insert as free “salt, sugar, and cotton,” was 
withdrawn. 

And the question recurring on concurring in the amendments 
of the Senate, as amended by the Committee of the Whole on 
the atate of the Union— 

By generai consent, the question was taken on all the said 
amenimenta, except as hereinafter mentioned, and they were 
concurred in. 

Mr. BUITS called for a separate question on the amend. 
ment of the Senate placing the articles of tea and coilve on 
the free list; and it was ordered. 

Mr. SHEPPERD asket the yeas and nays on concurring in 
the ssid amendment; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were as foilows—yeas !73, nays 7. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurre'! tn. 

Mr. WISE called for a separate vote on the amendment of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to the 
ainendment of the Senate to the second section. 

The amendment of the Senate introduces a proviso that no 
duty that may be levied or collected in virtue of the said se- 
cond section shall exceed 20 per eent. ad valorem. 

This amendment was amended in Commitiee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, by 
striking out ail after the word “providea,” and inserting, that 
nothing herein contained shall in any way aflect the distribu- 


* Uon of the proceeds of the publiclands,as provided for by an 


act passed at the present session. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked the yeas and’nays 
on Concurring with the Commitee of the Whole In its amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate, which were ordered, 
ani, being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 103, nays 93. 

Bo the amendment of the committee to the amendment of 
the Senate wasconcurred in. And the amendment of the Se- 
pate, as amended by the House, was concurred in. 

The bill was then sent to the Renate. 

DIPLOMATIC AGENTS. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the sia‘e of the Union, (Mr. Mason 
of Ohio in the chair,) and took up the bill making appropria- 
tions for the salaries andoutiits of diplomatic agents, which 
had been returned from the Senate with an amendment striking 
out the Neapolitan mission, and consequently reducing the 
amount appropriated in the bill from the sum of $63,000 to the 
sum of $58,500; 

And the queation being on concurring with the Senate in 
their amendinent, 

Mr. CUSHING, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, said he hoped the House would not concur in the 
amendment proposed by the Senate, and which went to abolish 
the mission to Naplesaltogether. MMe was of opinion that that 
mission ought to be retained. As he had already, on a former 
occasion, presented to a certain extent his views onthesubject, 
he should not enteron it now, unless some opposition should 
be maite. 

Mr. McK EON siated that he would move a concurrence. He 
Was opposed to the whole syste n of foreign ministers perma- 
nently fixed at foreign courts, and he was happy to have this 
oppertunity of making an effort against a part of this anti-re- 
publican syetemn. The House might remember that ona for- 
mer occasion he (Mr. McK.) suggested to the chairman of the 
Commitee on Foreign Relations the investigation of our sys 
tem of diplomatic intercourse, end the probability of a reduc- 
ton in that branch of our public service. He also threw out a 
hint of substitut'ng cousu!ar agents in the place of resident and 
permanent minisieis. In the case before us there is an appro- 
priation of $4,500 asked for the salary of a Charged’ Aflaires 
at Naples; and alsv $4,500 for an outfit for a new officer to take 
the piace of the present officer (Mr. Throep.) _ For thaf gen- 
tleman he had the highest regard, and he (Mr. McK.) waa not 
aware of any charge brought against that gentleman. He 
knew of no reason why he should be recalled. This was not 
the time—whenthe present guardians of the public Treasury 
appealed to the Representatives of the people for retrenach- 
ment and reform for years past, and at last succeeded in ob- 
talning power—when this House had passed bills to borrow 
money to fillour Treasury—this was not the time to increase 
public expenditures. 

[The President's Secretary having now made his appearance, 
and there being great anxiety in expectation ofa ve 0 message, 
Mr. McK. was interrupted by frequent cries of “Question! 
question !") 

And,on motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

committee here rose to receive a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, transmitted by the hands of Roperr 


Tae Secretary. 
The t informed the House that he had approved and 
the following bills: 


bill making appreprixiions for various fortifications, 
«~ 
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for ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing Indian hosti- He man was honest in h'scry for retrenchment, let him go with jt 


lities; 

The bill granting the franking privilege during life to 
Mrs. [farrison, widow of the late President of the United 
States; - 

The bil in relation to Greenough’s Statue of Washington; 

The bill making appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment. . 

FISCAL CORPORATION BILL. 

And the President transmitted te the House a meseaze in 
writing, returning, with his objections, the “Bill to provide for 
the beuer collection, safekeeping and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenne, by means of a corporation, to be styled the Fiscal 
Corporation of the United States;’’ which, on motion of Mr. 
UNDERWOOD, was read. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. MORROW rose and moved that the message be enter- 
ed on the Journal, and be printed for the use of the Mouse; 
and that the House to-morrow. at twelve oclock, proceed 
“reconsider the bill.” This, he said, was the language 
of the Constitution, and he found, on investigation, that 
this course was in accordance with the practice in former 
cases. 

The motion was immediately agree to, 

DIPLOMATIC AGENTS. 

The House again resolve) itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Mason of Ohio, 
in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the salaries and outfits of diplomatic 

ents. 

Mr. McKEON continued and concluded his speech in favor 
of concurring with the Senate’s amendment striking out the 
item for a mission to Naples. 

He (Mr. McK.) regretted that he was not present when his 
friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. Incersoxt] moved tostrike out 
this appropriation, He supposed, from the report he saw of 
that gentleman’s remarks, thatthe member from Pennsylvania 
was in opposition to the system. If he was, the support of Mr. 
McK. would be most cheerfully given in suchareform. Icon- 
fess 1 go for a reform of this anti-Republican system, and am 
willing to show my devotion by my votes, not my profesgions, 
He had one viewhe wished to present on this .appropriation, 
Why was Mr. Throop to be stricken down? What had he 
done in his capacity of Charge? Was he guilty of malcon- 
dect? Were Democratic Republicans—New Yorkers—from 
which State that gentleman came, willing to sacrifice him? 
Were they willing to cast censure on the past Administration, 
whoappointed him, and kept him at Naples? Were Demo. 
cratic Republicans—the advocates, the avowed advocates of 
an economical Administration—to expend money when no re- 
sult beneficial to the country could be expected? He hadheard 
something about a treaty being likely to be made with the Nea- 
politan Government by our representative. If so, why do we 
want to change the present agent? As for himself, (Mr. McK.) he 
doubted very much if we were likely to make any treaty. The 
matter had been talked of for years past, and was likely to be 
talked of for years to come. Moreover, the Neapolitan Go- 
vernment did not deem us worthy of the reciprocity system in 
this matter. When he(Mr. McK.) objected, some time since, 
to these appropriations for permanent ministers, he was told if 
we did not send ministers to foreign courts, the heads of foreign 
king toms woul! not send representatives here. Very well, sir. 
The United States would not lose by.this. But in the case of 
the Neapolitan Government, there was no representative here. 
They had, he believed, a Consul General, but no officer of the 
grade we propose to keep at their court. How could gentle- 
men who weresticklers for etiquetie consent to this arrange- 
ment? He(Mr. McK.) had no feeling on this point, but he be- 
lieved some of the supporters of the system insisted on such 

ints, 

MThe gieat object of Mr. McK was tocall the attention of the 
country to the system. Here was an opportunity for reform 
which was worthy of most serious attention. Tet not our at- 
tention be turned to retrenchment on pens and paper, or prin- 
ters—against which no voice was raised— while we can strike 
at thissystem of foreign ministers—one of the most fruitful 
sources in the hands of any Executive, of patronage, calculated 
to catch the leading man of the country. The visions of fo- 
reign courts dazzle theireyes. He wished to break up this 
source of Executive power. Mr. Jefferson was the model 
which he (Mr. McK ) wished to follow. Mr. Jeflerzon wished 
the people of this country to live within themselves. The fa- 
thers of this Government never intendedto make our agents 
abroad permanent ministers, in imitation of the representatives 
of royalty. They believed it proper tosend agents to make 
arrangement about commercial matters with‘ foreign Go- 
vernments, and as soon as their business was concluded 
to return to their homes. Even now he (Mr. McK ) would 
cheerfully sustain appropriations for diplomatic agents, where 
there was any thing todo. The wants of commerce, if they re- 
quired negotiation, should have proper agents. For himeelf, 
he thought onr consuls could do all the country needed. We 
then should have none of our countrymen returning to the 
country with their eyes dimmed with the splendid visions of 
royal splendor. He desired to bring the administration of our 
Government to that simplicity which its framers originally de- 
signed. That simplicity would preserve the country, and be in 
consonance with the tastes, the feelings, and character of our 
people. He was for making a beginning now, and should con- 
cur in the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. CUSHING entered into a brief reply. He should not 
notice the argument for the antiqnated doctrine which opposed 
all permanent diplomatic intercourse with foreign nationr, be- 
cause itneeded no reply. And astothe argument that Naples 
had no minister here, and therefore we were bound to have 
none at that Court,it wenton an entire misconception ef the ebject 
of our diplomacy. The case of Naples was in this respect not 
peculiar. There were five other foreign missions to countries 
which sent no representative to us. And the reason of this was 
to be found inthe fact that fereign missions were established 
not as matters of etiquette, or of respect to other nations, but 
chiefly with a view to promote the advantage of this country. 
The mission to the Court of the Two Sicilies was of this cha- 
racter. The commerce of the United States with Naples was 
conducted in our own vessels and our ewn productions. It was 
to our advantage to continue and increase it, and to draw the 
ties of friendly intercourse more closely. If the principles of 
retrenchment and economy were to be brought to bear on any 
department of the Government, certainly that department was 
the very last, which had not been unreasonably extended—in 
which there were no abuses and no defalcationa. If the gentle- 


into departments where reform was 

In reply to an appeal made by Mr. McKeon to the New 
York Democrats, net to vote an appropriation the effect of 
which was to supersede Epos Throop, against whom no 
charge Was eae C. referred to the fact that Mr. Throo 
had been hon with this mission, and permitted to retayn jt 
two years, after it was publicly objected to him that Le had, b 
his utter negligence when an officer of the custom-housa in 
New York, permitted, if not winked at, the defaleation of Mr 
Swartwout, which could not have occurred had Throop done 
his duty. Instead of wearing those diplomatic ho: ors abro 
he should have been here, demanding an investigation into the 
charges against him, and purging his character from official 
accusation. 

Mr. McKEON inquired whether the removal of Mr. Throop 
Was put by the Administration on that ground? 

Mr. CUSHING did not answer for the Administration: he 
spoke of what he knew. At lesst, so far as the evidence pre. 
sented to his notice went, it was all in support of the truth of 
the charge. The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. S7,4y. 
LY] had more than once referred to the case, and demanded an 
mveatigation of it. : Baars 

As tothe expediency of continuing the mission, Mr. C. went 
into a general argumentin its favor, referring to what he had 
before said; referring to the almost intolerable burdens to 
which our commerce with Naples was now subjected, and to 
the probability, some time since, that a commercial treaty 
would be effected. The Neapolitan Minister ander whom this 
arrangement seemed almost completed, had fallen into disgrace 
with his Sovereign and been removed from office, which sus. 
peded the negotiation: but he had recently been restored, and 
the lastadvices held out the prospect of a renewal of them with 
fair hopes of a successful issue. , P 

Mr.C. insisted thatthis was, ofall points of time, the moet un- 
suitable to break up the mission. ; 

Mr. STEENROD pressed for the quesiion, expressing some 
desire to speak — it, but willing to waive the floor if the 
question could be had, 

Amidst loud cries for the question— 3 

.Mr. WISE had a word to say before the question wae taken; 
and he would not make the remarks he was now called upon 
to make, but for the fact that his friend from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cusnine) was not properly attended to. The members 
were somewhat excited, order was not preserved, and he did 
not think this question was fully understood. This House 
made an appropriation for a Charge d’A flaires to Naples, toge- 
gether with some other missions embraced in the |! iplomatic 
bill, as it went to the Senate. The Senate has seen fit io strike 
out thatappropriation. Upon what grounds the = enate under- 
took to distinguish that to Naples trom the number of mis- 
sions provided for in the bill, he could not conceive, except 
from what appeared in the public prints. It seemed, however, 
that the Senate was influenced chiefly by the consideration that 
there was no representative of the court of Naples here in ro- 
turn for our representative there. We have been represented 
at Naples since the year 1816, and we have no representative 
from that Court here; and thus, upon a mere point of etiquette 
alone, this appropriation hasbeen strickenout. Now, what is 
our position among the nationsof the earth. We have business 
with allof them. We have business at the court of Naples, 
and particularly so because we have had no treaty with jt 
but the treaty of indemnity. There are powerful reasons why 
we should negotiate, if possible, a commercial twaty. Our 
trade with that nation, as we are told by the documents lately 
received from the State Department, is an indirect trade. It is 
a trade that has to pass through England and Leghorn, and is 
onerous and vexatious in the extreme. We euffer in our naval 
intercourse from their quarantine Jaws, and we suffer from their 
regulations as respects our rice, cotton, tobacco, and fish. Every 
pertion of the United States is at this time interested in es 
a treaty with Naples; and with a trade exceeding in silk an 
wine alone some $600,000 per annum, shall we cease 
to transact our business with Naples, abanden the benefits of a 
commercial treaty, simply because this point of etiquette is not 
preserved? He was proud thatin this respect the United States 
was emphati¢ally the Yankee nation of the earth, and wholly 
disregarded points of etiquette in pursuit of their business or 
interests. If we have business with any nation, we go to them 
if they will not come to us, and unfolding our papers, sit down 
and tell what we want. That is the way for a business nation 
to act. Hecared not whether Naples ever sent a minister 
here; but if she does not, and gives to other nations commercial 
advantages over us, if there is any benefit likely to be gained by 
wt, be would send a minister there. He would never 
sacrifice the interests and business of the nation to mere 
etiquette. The gentieman from Massachusetts had clearly 
shown the nature of our relations with Naples, and had demon: 
strated that we required a minister to that Court, more than to 
any other. The negotiation for a commercial treaty that was 
commenced by Mr. Davezec, and cantinued by Mr. Throop, 
was broken off in consequence of the diegrace and exile of the 
minister with whom it was commenced-=Mr. Pizarro, who waa 
suspected by the King to have had some agency in producing 
the difficulties with England, on account of the sulphur trade. 
That minister had now returned, and was again in favor; and it 
was supposed that, at this moment, a commercial treaty, favo- 
rable to the United States, might be negotiated. 

Without at all intending to enter into the merits of Mr. 
Throop, he was sorry that his friend from New York [Mr. Mc- 
Keon] had alluded to the fact that we already had a representa- 
tive at Naples, as a consideration why the mission should be 
destroyed, This was the first time that such an argument had 
ever been «ffered on that floor, that, because the Executive 
might think proper to change the minister, the appropriation 
should not be made. Mr. Throop migtt be worthy or not, com- 
petent or not competent; but if ht has pleased the Executive to 
nominate another person, any one inclined to deal justly with 
the Administration would not withhold the appropriation. 
With the gentleman from Massachusetts, he would 
say that if the mission co Naples was stricken out, he saw no 
reason why six or seven other missions should not be stricken 
outonthesame principle. There were six of seven foreign 
courts, (naming them,( which had no representative here; and 
should we recall our representatives from the whole of them 
on this mere point of etiquette? Were gentlemen to 
carry out this principle? The United Biates had, the short 
period of their existence as a nation, become the second com- 
mercial power on earth; or, at all events, the third ifnot the 
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oom for reduction in that branch of the public service, intend- 
edto promote that interest, in his opinion, it should be enlarged 
on a grandscale, not by increasing our principal agents, so 
much as by an. increase of these of the consular erade, While 
our commerce was increasing throughout the world, the next 
cry we heard was economy, and it appeared to him, that this, 
coming from the quarter it did, was something like fulfilling 
the old adage, by stopping up the spiggot, and letting ort at the 
bunghole. + ehoped if gentlemen commenced this kind of 
economy, they wouldconfine it to Naples, but carry it out to 
allour other :niesions. He thovght that they mightfind in our 
civil list at home many better objects for the exerciseoi their 
economical projects, than in oursmal! and truly Republican 
Diplomatic Corps. ’ ; 

r. INGERSOLL said something ir reply, the first part of 
which was inaudibie to the Reporter. When heard, he was ob- 
serving that the only ground he had formerly taken against the 
mission had been that our mizister had nothing todo. But the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations (Mr. Cusn- 
1vo,} had given reasons to-day in its favor which he had not sta- 
ted on the former occasion: reasons which were more than suf- 
ficient to justify a continuance of the mission. There was com- 
merce enough, and much more, between us and Naples, to jus- 
tify the expense Of a mission if there was any prospect of ef- 
fecting atreaty. Mr. I. was in favor, asthe gentleman from 
Virginia had sugges'ed, of extending our foreign commercial 
revations, but he thought that object might be effected simply by 
an extension of our consular system: this would secure the be- 
nefits without theexpense of multiplied foreign missions; but 
when a treaty was to be negotiated, we wanted, of course, a 
minister to make it. Mr. I. objected to the Senate’s interfer- 
ing, without very good reasons indeed, with an appropriation 
originating in that branch of the Government to which the purse 
was more immediately committed. He was for asserting the 
constitutional independence of the House, even although it 
should be atthe expense of that perfect harmony which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts thought of such extreme value. 

Mr. I. concluded with saying that he should not insist on the 
objection he had before urged against the continuance of this 
mission. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. McKEON, IN- 
GERSOLL, ADAMS, and FILLMORE; and white the latter 
was speaking, 

Messis. Wise and Staniy were observed in earnest and 
excited conversation together at Mr. STANLY’s desk. After a 
few minutes Mr. Wise made a motionas if to invite Mr. STAN- 
Ly out, to which Mr. Stanty nfadea gesture cf dissent. Mr. 
Wiss then returned to Mr. 8. and apparently as in answer to 
something said by Mr. Sranty, he was observed to,slap Mr. 
STANLY In the face pretty severely with his open hand. A 
scuffle then ensued, a number of members rushing to the scene 
of contest. 

The SPEAKER took the chair and called repeatedly to order. 

Mr. Lewis was the first who was observed to separate the 
combatants, holding one at each arm’s length. 

- Atter a good deal of uproar and confusion— 

Mr. WISE having returned to his seat, rose and expressed 
a hope that the House would come to order, and enable to 
him to make to it an apology. He rose, he said, perfectly 
coo! and collec*ed, to make an explanation—— 

The uproar co itinuing— 

Mr. KEiM was heard to say that he objected to the gentle- 
man going on until order was restored, and the members took 
their seats. 

Order being restored— 

Mr. WISE proceeded to say that he wished, inthe most hum- 
ble manner, to ask pardon, as he sincerely did, of the House, for 
having, in its presence, violated its order, and that decorum 
and respect which should be preserved towards it, under an 
excitement which he could not and would not repress. The 
House had witnessed what had passed between the gentleman 
from North Carolina and himself, and had heard the language 
used by that gentleman, fn debate, towards him, [Mr. Wisg.] 
He should not recapitulate it, but confine himself to what had 
passed afterwards at the seat of the gentleman in private, and 
not in the hearing of the House, and with that alone, he pre- 
sumed, it will have any thing todo. He had visited the seat of 
the gentleman (Mr. STanty] after he had concluded his re- 
marks, for the purpose of remonstrating with him in a friendly 
and private way for his language in debate, and without in- 
tending to manifest any excitement. But he may hive been, 
and perhaps both of them were, excited. His object was to 
preserve their friendly relations; but the gentleman [Mr. Stan- 
Ly] chose to waive those relations, and to claim no protection 
under them. He wonld not undertake to inform the House 
circumstantially of what took place. The gentleman seemed 
disposed to a ‘here to what he had replied to my explanation on 
the floor. Tattemprted to ‘es him a warning, and asked him to 
g0 with me out of the hall. 

Here Mr. ANDREWS called Mr. W. to order, and objected 
to his making a statement. 

Mr. WISE. 1 make my general statement in presence of the 

ntleman, (Mr. StaNLy] and no injustice can be done him. 

@ refused togo out of the House with me, and I applied to him 
Very harsh and offensive terms. ‘I'he gentleman retorted a 
word which I never can, and never will brook, here in this 

ouse, or elsewhere. I struck him, and the assaut! ensued, for 
Which I again ask the pardon of the House, and submit myself 
to the penalty it may choose to inflict. 


Mr. STANLY. I, too, ask leave to make an explanation: I 
have no pardon to ask of the Honse, for if I had been guilty, 1 
Would resign or submit to the judgment of the House. The 
gentleman from Virginia came round to my seat not to remon- 
strate, as he says, but to scold me as he has done every body 
who takes the liberty to differ with a highminded Virginian. In 
the course of the conversation which took place between us, he 
said to me, “Twarn you.” To which Ireplied “I want none 
of your warning.” He then invited me to come with him to 
the door. I refused. He then said ‘you Jeeerve my contempt.” 
To which L replied “you are a liar.’ He tried to strike me, 
but was prevented frem so doing, and if the House had not pre- 
oe me,I would have given him such punishment as he de- 
Mr. WISE said that the gentleman’s statement was not true. 
Mr. INGERSO and offered the following resolu- 


ILL rose 
Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to inquire 
fumetances of 


into the cire the rencontre on the floor of | 
House between Mr. Wier and Mr. Stanty, members ths 


Mr. "ANDREWS of Kentucky, anid thet atthe last Congress 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a committee had been appointed on a similar subject when 
a similar oceurrence had taken place. 


How that investiga- 
tion ended every body knew. He was opposed tothe appoint 
ment of a committee. 


He considered the former occurrence 
disgraceful to the House, as he considered this. Ne thought 
that the two members engaged deserved to be expelled, and he 
believed they should be expelled, now upon the spot, und wih- 
out further delay. 

There was no other way in which the House could vindicate 
its character and its dignity. The committes appointed in a 
similar case at the last Congrees had done nothing—had recam- 
mesded nothing—and the indignity which had been offered to 
the House and the country went unpunished and unrebu- 
ked. Me was forno committee—it would be a mere white. 
vesving affair—a mere humbug, such as we had heretofore 


ad. 

Mr. HOPKINS (after a remark which the{Reporter could 
not hear) moved the previous question. 

Mr. ANDREWS move to lay the resolution of Mr. INGER- 
SOLL on the table, wiih a view, he said, ifthat motion prevailed, 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Henry A. Wise, a member of this 
House, having this day, by his own confessions on the floor of 
the House, while in session in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, committed an assault on the Hon. Eowarp 
STANLY. be therefore expelled the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to lay the resolution on the table, 
for the reasons above stated by him. 

Which motion was rejected, 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Hopxins 
forthe previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the resolution) was ordered, 
and being taken— 

The resolution, by yeas 
adopted. 

And the committee was ordeiedfto consist of seven mem- 


124, noes not counted, was 


bers. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said, if there was no other notion, 
he would move that the House adjourn; buthe withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. YORKE asked leave to offer a joint resolution providing 
for the adjournment of Congress on Saturday next. 

Objected to. 

DIPLOMATIC AGENTS. 

The House again resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Popz of Kentucky in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the outfit and salaries of diplomatic agents. 

The question was taken on the pending motion, and the 
House disagreed to the amendment of the Senate striking out 
the Neapolitan mission; and, of consequence, to the reduciion of 
the amount appropriated by the biil, (the one following the 
other.) 

The second amendment of the Senate, providing for extra 
compensation to officers of both Houses on account of services 
rendered during this special session, gave rise to some debate, 
in which Messrs TILLINGHAST. WARREN, ANDREWR, 
of Kentucky, FILLMOR®, PROFFITT, HOPKINS, ADAMS, 
and BIDLACK participated. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Senate, appropriating a sum not exceeding $273 
for completing the contract for printing and binding the cata- 
logue of the Library; which was adopted. 

And the amendment of the Senate, as thus amended, was 
agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the amendments of 
the Senate as amended— 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the inain question was ordered to be taken. 

The House then concurred with the committee in its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate in relation to the Neapo- 
litan mission. 

And on the second amendment of the Senate (in relation to 
compensation to officers) as amended by this House— 

Mr.WARREN asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were— yeas 83, nays 65. 

So the second amendment, as amended, was concurred in; and 
the bill was ordered to be sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the House took up the bill, here- 
tofore passed, providing for the repeal of so muchof the 6th 
section of the act of 1838 (in relation to the West Point Acade- 
my) as provides fof the investment of the Smithsonian fund in 
State stocks. 

This bill had been returned ‘from the Senate with amend- 
ments, (not printed and not in the possession of the Report- 
er.) The ame: dments of the Senate were, on motion of 
Mr. ADAMS, amended in several respecta, the exact nature 
of which the Reporter, in the great confusion of the Hall, 
could not understand; and the bill was returned to the 
Senate. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fraipay, September 10, 1841. 

Mr. KING said he wished to present to the Se- 
nate the preamble and resolutions adopied at a 
meeting of the Democratic party of Albemarle 
county, Virginia—a county, of which the citizens 
were as respectable, as patriotic, and as intelligent, 
as those of any oher county of that great Siate. 
He was sure that he would have the concurrence 
of the honorable Sena‘or from Virginia [Mr. Rives] 
in this remark and also that the gentlemen com- 
posing this meeting were among the most 
respectable citizens of the county. They de- 
ny the power of Congress to create a National 
Bank; they characterize the bill for the e-tablish- 
ment of the Fiscal Agent as an indirect and eva- 
sive, and therefore more dangerous violation of the 
Constitution; they say that the Distribution bill is 





| unwarranted by the Constitution; they remonstrate 
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against the imposition of unnecessary taxes; they 
regard the appropriation of $25,000 dollars to the 
widow of President Harri:oo as an unconsti ution- 
al expenditure of public money, as an unjust dis- 
crimination in favor of one officer of the Govern- 
ment, if it be not a precedent; and as a wide path 
to prefligacy, profuseness and corruption, if it be; 
they regard the soppression of the freedom of de- 
bate in the Heuse of Representatives, 2s the most 
deadly blow ever struck at our liberty; they 
stronsly condemn the doctrines of the cir- 
cular issued by the Secretary of State, 
respecting the holders of office under the 
Government}; they assert the dec rine of repeal as 
applicable to all Jaws of a public nature; they ap- 
prove of the first veto of President Tyler; and oon- 
clude by expressing their ceep regret that they can- 
pot send their Senators in Congress these resolutions, 
without an an appearance of disrespect, which they 
do not intend. Mr. K. said he took much pleasure 
in complying withthe request of the highly respe- 
table gentlemen who composed this meeting, to 
present the proceedings to the Senate, and having 
stated their purport, he would not ask that they 
should be read, without it wesdesired by the Senate, 
He would say that while the language of the paper 
was strong and fearless, such as becomes freemen 
to speak, and freemen to hear, ‘t was perfectly de- 
corous and respectful. He would move that the 
proceedings be laid upon the table, and be ordered 
to be printed; which was agreed !o. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of the citizens of Knox county, Obio, ap- 
proving the course pursucd by the Executive in re- 
lation to the bill for the establishment of a Fiscal 
Bank, and condemning the pclicy and measures of * 
the deminant party in Congress. Mr. T. said 
this wasa g”eat central county, and its inhabitants 
were al least as intelligent and respectable as any 
other in the S:ate. He moved that the preceed- 
ings be laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Committee on 
the Judiciary were Ccischarged irom the farther 
consideration of the resolution in relatiom to the 
Peapatch Island in the river Delaware. ° 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Ben- 
TON, was agiced to. 

The bill makivg sppropriations for the salaries 
and outfits of diplomatic agents was taken up, the 
House having disagreed to the amendment of the 
Senate striking out the appropriation for the mis- 
sion to Naples. ° 

Mr. RIVES moved that the Senate recede from 
its amendment. 

Mr. MANGUM hoped the Sena’e would not re- 
cede, and opposed the motion with much earnest- 
n ss, 

Mr. KING replied to Mr. M. and argued at 
some length in favor of the motion to r cede. 

The motion of Mr. Rives was agreed to, and the 
Senate receded trom its amendment. 

The Senate then proceeded tv consider the 
amendments of the House to the bill to repeal the 
sixth section of the aci for the support of the Mili- 
tary Academy of the United States fur the year 
1838, and to provide for the faiure investment of 
trust funds, and agreed to the House amendments, 
and added the following as a new ssction: 


“And be it further enacted, That the three clerks authorizeil 
by the act of June 23, 1836, to regulate the deposites of the pub- 
lic money, be and hereby are directed to be retained and em- 
ployed in the Treasury Department, as provided in said act, 
until the state of the public business becomes such tat their 
services Can conveniently be dispensed with.” 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the resolution 
to fix a day for the sdjournment of Congress. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped the Senator 
would withdraw his motion until the revenue bill, 
which was now pending between the two Hovses, 
was disposed of. When that was done, he had no 
objection to taking up and acting on the resolation. 

The resolution for the employment of a Corps 
of Reporters by the Senate, was taken up, and 
Mr. BAYARD explained and advocated the pro- 
priety of its adoption at some length. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to amend by 
giviog the appointment of the Reporters to the 
Vice Paesipent, instead of the Secreta:y of the 
Senate; which was disagreed to, 
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The question then coming up on the engross- 
ment of the resolation, and ordering it to a third 
reading, it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 28, 
noes !1—as follows: 

YE .8—Messrs. Bgrrow, Bates, Bayard; Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Clay of Alabama, Ciay of Kea- 
tucky, Cuthberi, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Morehead, Nichol- 
son, Phelps, Por'er, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 
and Wrighi—28. 

NAYS—Messre. Benton, Clayton, Henderson, 
Haotington, Miller, Mouton, Smith of Connecti 
cut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, and 
Talimadge—11. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
peesentative, siating that they had pasved a reso- 
Jation fixing the day of adjournment of the two 
Houses of Congress for Monday the 13 h inst. at 
12 o'clock, m. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that hg Senate concur in 
the reso!ntion 

Mr. PRESTON said he would propose the fol- 

lowing a3 an amendment to the resolution of the 
House: ' 
r “Resolved, That the act of '89 to establisha Treasury De- 
partment, end the resolution of 1816, do not provide sufficient 
regulations forthe custody and disbursement of the public 
treasure, and that Congress ought not to adjouro until others are 
provided. 

“Resclred, That it expedient to provide by law for the de- 
posite of the public funds in specie paying banks of the States 
under such termes and restrictions as may best secure their safe 
custody, and ameliorate the currency and exchanges of the 
country. 


“Resolved, That aSelect Committee be raised to reporta 
bill occordingly.”’ 


Mr. P. said it was perfectiy clear, from the 
,late veio message of the President of the United 
States, that during the present Administration no 
Bark of the United States could be established 
and it was necessary forthe proper security of the 
public revenues that theircustody should be regu. 
lated by law. Mr. P. spoke at considerabie 
length in support of his amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was most happy to 
concur in Opinion with the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Preston] in one particular. Whilst 
the late veto message was mild and conciliatory in 
ils terms, it was &rm and determined in its spirit. 
It precluded all hops of the establishment of any 
National Bank, or corporation, with private stock- 
holders, as long as John T; ler shall continve to be 
the President of these United States. He con- 
gratulated the conntry upon this anspicious event. 
He believed that it wou'!d be hailed wiih pleasure 
by a majority of the peop'e of the United States, 
Business wou'd now flow in the regular channe!s 
of trade, without being disturbed by political « pita- 
tions respectinz the currency and the establishment 
of a Nationa! Bank. 

He also agreed with the Senator in another par- 
ticular. It was very clear that the move of collect- 
ing, keeping, and disbursing the public revenne, 
Ought to be prescribed by law. Oa this subject, 
above all others, there ought to be as little left to 
Executive discretion as possible. But necessiy 
had no Jaw, and it was impossible, before the close 
of the present session, to mature any such financial 

lan. The majority in Cungress had passed two 

ills to effect this purpose, both of which had re- 
ceived the decided negative of the President. In 
his late message, he bad state! that from the press- 
ing nature of .he public business tsroughout the 
present session, it had been impossible for him to 
matare any sysiem for regulating the financial 
operations of the Government; bat he had pro- 
mised to prepare and suggest sach a plan for the 
consideration of Congress at their next meeting. 
It was both his right and his duty to make such a 
recommendation; and for bis (Mr. B’s) own part, 
he was disposed to aff ri the President the oppor- 
tunity which he desired. 

The tro plans adopted by Congress had been 
vetoed by the President, apen such principles as 
rendered it impossible to resort to a Bank of the 
United States. On the other hand, the Indepen- 
dent Treasury, which he preferred to any other sys- 
tem which had ever been suggested, had been con- 
demned by a decided majority of both Houses of 
Congress. It was evident, then, that some course, 
distinet from the one or the other, must be adopted, 
pr the public money must be left without the regue 
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lation of law. Under these circumstances, he 
was disposed, for one, to adopt any reasonable mid- 
dle course which might be suggested, provided that 
it kept entirely clear of the establishment by Con- 
gress of any banking corporation, of any deserp- 
tion whet-ver. He would:av, however, that of ail 
plans whch human ingenuity could suggest, he be- 
heved that of the Independent Treasury was the 
best; and he felt an abiding confidence that the 
peuple of the Unived Siates would yet adopt and 
Sanction il. 

Mr. WALKER said, ‘when the proposition was 
made at the commencement of the session, vpon 
the repeal of the Sub-Treasury, to re-enact the pet 
bank system, he bad voted against it, as he always 
had dene, heretofore, as well when that system 
was in the climax of apparent success, as alter its 
explosion. In 1836, he had voted ina small mi- 
bority and against much the larger number of his 
political friends, against the establishment of the 
system, and he had voted in the same way against 
a majority of his friends at the beginning of this 
session. Then, when the Senator from South 
Carolina asked him if, the Sub-Treasury being re- 
pealed. he, Mr. Wacker, would vote for a Na- 
tional Bank in preference to the State Bank sys- 
tem, he, Mr. W. had promptly answered no; that 
inno event would he vote for a National Bank, 
nor for the pet bank system. Most of our friends 
then seemed to think there was no alternative,and 
therefore voted to re-establish the pet bank system, 
fearing, that if not re-established, it would ensure 
the charter of a National Bank. He, Mr. W. 
thought otherwise, and so declared his opinion at 
the time, that the fiscal agency alluded to by Pre- 
sident Tyler, in his opening message, was nota 
Baak of any kind, aad, although he, Mr. W. pre- 
ferred the Intependent Treasury to any other sys- 
tem, yet he might prefer such a fiseal egency as 
the President had in view, to the corrupt and mie- 
rable pet bank sysiem. And now he appealed 
to his friends who had voted against himon this 
question to establish the pet bank system at 
the beginning of the -session, through the ap- 
prehension that, if not done, it would lead 
to the chartering of the National Bank, were 
they not now satisfied that their apprehensions 
were unfounded, and that ne Bank conid be es- 
tablished during the administration of John Tyler? 
This danger then being now clearly out of the 
way, why now re-establish the pet bank system? 
In less than three months Congress would reas- 
semble, when the President had promised, in his 
last veto message, to propose a Fiscai Agency, 
not a Bink, fer the consideration of Congress, and 
as we koow, under theact of 1836, it would take 
at least sixty days to put into operation the State 
bank system, why not wait entil ihe next session? 
Mr. W. feared if the State bank system were once 

e-es‘ablished, it wou'd either be permanent, or 
yisid only to the creation of a National Baxk, and, 
iherefure, he would wait and see the Fiseal Azen- 
cy proposed by the President, and in-no event 
would he vote evher for a Na‘ional Bank, or the 
pet bank system. 

After some remarks by Mr. BAYARD, ia which 
he expres-ed his dissent to the proposed amend- 
ment of M:. PRESTON. 

Oa motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the resolu- 
tion was laid on table till to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee cf Conference, 
on the disagreement between the two Houses in 
relation to the Revenue bill, reported that the com- 
mittee had agreed to recommend, as a substitute 
for the provise of the House, the following: 

Provided, That, if in virtue of this section, any duty ex- 
ceeding the rate of 20 per centum ad valorem shall be levied 
prior to the 30th of June, 1842, the same shall not, in any wise, 
affect the disposition ofthe proceeds of the public lands as pro- 
vided for by an act passed at the — session of Congress; 
and provided further, that no duty higher than 20 per cent, 
ad sain shall be levied and paid on any unmanufactured 


article. : : . 
‘The report of the committee was eoncurred in. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive busiuess. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faripay, ces - 
j al of yesterday was read and approved. 
Scherer”: BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 
‘The SPEAKER announced the names of the follow 
members as the Select_Committee ordered to be appoin 





yesterday on the breach of privilege which had taken place in 
use: 

Mr. Incersoit of Pennsylvania, Mr. Morrow of Ohio, 4, 
Everett of Vermont, Mr. Carurugns of Tennessee, Mr S,,. 
TONSTALL of Massachusetts, Mr. Honmes of South Carolina 
and Mr. Ferris of New York, : 

Mr. EVERETT rose and asked to be excused from service 
on the said committee, on the ground, he said, that he had ex. 
pressed an opinion yesterday, during the sitting. He had form. 
ed an opinion, and would therefore prefer not serving. 

Mr. ANDREWSof Kentucky hoped the gentleman would 
not be excused. He supposed that there was probably no men. 
ber of the House who had not formed an opinion. 

Mr. ARNOLD said the same excuse would hold goal for 
every member of the House, He hoped the House would ,no; 
excuse the gentleman from Vermont. ; 

And, the quagtion being taken, the House refused to excuse 


Mr. Everett. 
REVENUE BILL. 

A message was received trom the Senate, by Asgury Dic 
INS, Esq. Secretary, informing the House that the Senate jad 
agreed to the amendment of the House to the 2lst amendment 
of the Senate. 

And, also, that the Senate had disagreed to the amendment o{ 
the House to the 17th amendment of the Senate, and asked a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses; and hai 
appointed Megsrs. Clay, Woopsury, and MILiEr, a commit. 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON of Georgia, the House proceei- 
ed to the consideration of the said amendment. 

This amendment ts as follows: 

The Senate had inserted in the second section of the bill a 
proviso, declaring that no duties levied by virtue of that sec. 
tion should exceed 20 per cent. ad valorem. ; 

This amendment had been amended in the House, on motion 
of Mr. Fitumorg, by eating out all after the word “Pro. 
vided,” and inserting in lieu thereof a provision that nothing in 
the said second section contained should interfere with the bill 
of this session providing for the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands. 

And in this aniendment the Senate had refused to concur. 

_ Mr. FILLMORE expressed the hepe that the House would 
insist on its amendment, for the purpose of having a commit: 
tee of conference appointed to meet that appointed on the part 
ofthe Senate. And he made that motion. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House recede from its 
amendment, and asked the yeas and nays. 

ty LEWIS WILLIAMS hoped the House would not re- 
cede. 

Mr. FILLMORE was satisfied, he said, that neither of the 
amendmenis proposed would effect: precisely the object in- 
tended, and this could only be effected by the conference. ‘he 
Senate had asked it. He hoped the House would insist on the 
amendment, and appoint a committee on its part. 

Mr. WARREN was understood to inquire what the object 
referred to was? ‘ 

Mr. SHIELDS inquired of the Speaker if the motion to re 
cede was in order? 

The SPEAKER said, Yes; but the other motion (to insist) 
was equivalent to it, and came up most propeily, since it 
would bring up the question of the appointment of a commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. SHIELDS hoped, he said that the question would be 
taken on the motion of the gentioman from Virginia, [Mr. Hop- 
KIN6,] as ihe question might as well be decided in that way as 
in any other. He believed the House acted unadvisediy in 
adopting the amendment of the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Firtmore,] and that if it had been properly understood it 
would not have been agreed to. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said the Senate had proposed a confer- 
ence. He hoped the [House would at once agree te it. When 
one branch of a legislature invited a conference, it was very 
unusual for the otber to refuse or avoid it. It was difficult 10 
frame an amendment, in the midst of a running debate, which, 
on a subject like that contained in the proviso, would express 
the real intention, and no more, of either House; but this could 
be done ina very shorttime by a committee, knowing and con- 
ferring on the intention of each, and comparing their respective 
views In writing. 

After a few remarks from Mess. FILLMORE and DAWSON, 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the prev.ous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

‘ ne HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
ered. 

And after some conversation, the question was taken in the 
form, “Shall the House insist on its amendment to the amend- 
= of the Senate?” and it was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Black, Biair, Boardman, Borden, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Thomas J one Casey, 
John C, Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, Joha Edwards, Everett, Fillmore. A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, 
Halsted, Hudson, Hunt, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. 
Jones, Lane, Liun, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mazon, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Carat, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Alex. H. H. Stuart, J. T. Stwart, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Foland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Srumbull, Under- 
wood, Wallace, Edward D. Whi wis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustus Young—89. 

NAYS—Messrs Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Charles Brown, Wm. O. Butler, 
Patrick ©, Caldwell, John Campbell, Chapman, Clinton, Ccles, 
Cross, Richard D, Vavis, William C. Dawson, Dean, Doig, 

Fastman, John C, Edwards, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, 
William O. Goode, Graham, Habersham, Harris, J. Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Ingerso!!, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
King, Abraliam McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay,. Me- 
Keon, Mallory, Marchand, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, 
Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Shaw, Shields, pee ’ Ward , 
Ww atterson, Weller, James W, Willams, and 
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So the House insisted on its amendment to the amendment 
of the Senate. 

And the Committee of Conference on the part of this House 
was ordered to be appointed, to meet the committee appointed 
on the part of the te. » 

Mr. GILMER, on leave given, presented certain resolutions 
adopted by a meeting ot the people of Albemarle county, Vir- 
ginia, on Monday, the Sth of September. 

The purport of the resolutions was not stated, but Mr. G. 
moved that (hey be laid on the table and printed. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to print had been uniformly 
odjecied to in such cases, and could only be entertained by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. GILMER did not press the motion to print, and the re- 
solutions were laid on the table. 

Hr. HOPKINS, at the request, and on the behalf, he said, of 
the Chairman of the Committce on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, (Mr. Brieas} who had left the city, presented, on leave, 
a communication from the late Auditor of the Post Office ve- 
partment, in réfation to what that gentleman supposed to be a 
reflection upon him in acommunication recently received from 
the new Auditor.” ¢ 

Afier some conversation between Messrs. UNDERWOOD 
and HOPKINS, the communication, without any direction be- 
ing given to it, was laid over: for the preseat. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. YORKE offered the following resolution, which he had 
yesterday offered, but the reception to which was then object- 

tn: 

onesolved, &c, That the two Houses of Congress will ad- 

journ and close the present session on Monday, the 13th day of 

Sebtember, S41, at 11 o’clock a. m. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to amen@ the resolution by strik- 
ing out “Monday, the 13th day of September,” and inserting 
‘1g morrow,”? &c. P 

Which amendment was rejected. 

And the resolution was then adopted, and was sent to the Se- 
nate for concurrence. 

DUMESTIC WATER-ROTLED HEMP. 

Mr. POPE asked the House at this time to take up and con- 
sider the following joint resolution from the Senate; 

JOINT RES@LUTION in relation to the purchase of do- 
mestic water-rotted hemp for the use of the United States 
Navy. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby 1s, directed to pur- 

chase domestic water-rotied hemp for the use of the United 
States Navy, so far as the same shall be found of suitable quali- 
ty,and can be used “beneficially to the service, having regard 
w the cost, strength, and durability of the article;”’ and for that 
purpose shall cause purchases oj such hemp to be made in the 
different hemp growing regions of the Union. 

Sac. 2. And be it further resolved, That this joint resolu- 
tioa shall be and remain in force for the period of seven years 
from the passing thereof. e 

And the House having consented so todo, the joint resolution 
was taken up and read twice. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. WISE and the 
SPEAKER, in relation to the necessity of commitment, 

When the SPEAKER decided that the resolution required 
commitment. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. BARNarp of 
New York in the chair,) and took up the resolution— 

And no amendment having been offered, the committee rose 
and reported the resolution to the House; which, having been 
ordered to a third paiing at this time, on motion of Mr. POPE, 
was read a third time and passed. 

BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia It is with much pleasure, Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to state that the sudden, unpremeditated, and 
deeply regretted incident which occurred in this House on yes- 
terday between the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise] and 
the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Sranty,] both mem- 
bers of this body, has been adjusted, through the interference of 
friends, ina manner honorable to themselves. To say that both 
gentlemen most deeply and sincerely regret the causes leading 
to this explanation, lam sure, would be but a weak expression 
of their segret. Each gentleman retracts any remarks which 
have been deemed offensive by the one or the other, in the or- 
der in which they were spoken, and are restored to pre-existing 
relations. 

On leave given, Mr. McKAY offered the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is here- 
by, directed to take such measures as he may deem most eligi- 
bie to ascertain the number of letters which may be carried in 
the mails during one month, or longer period of time that may 
be selected by him, charged with postage, designating. as far 
as practicable, the number chargeable with each rate, and the 
amount ef revet.ue fiom each State and Territory receivable 
from each class: and also the number of free letters and pack- 
ages that may be carried during the same time, distinguishing, 
as far as it can be done, those under franks of members ani 
officers of Congress from others. 

Resolved, further, That the Postmaster General also ascer- 
tain the number of newspapers, pamphlets, and periodicals, 
classifying them, as far as it can be done, in reference to size 

and weight, that may be carried mm the mails during the same 
time, designating the number chargeable with each rate of 
postage, and the amount of revenue receivable from each class; 
also, the number of newspapers received by printers thereof 
free of postage. 

Resolved, further, That the Postmaster General ascertain 
thenumber of dead letters, and the amount that may have been 
paid to postmasters during the year ending the 30th June last 
of the two cents allowed tothem forthe delivery of each free 
letter; and thathe report to this House on the foregoing sub- 
jects at an early day in the next session. 

And the resolution was adopted. 


. NEUTRALITY LAW. 
Mr. BARNARD rose and asked leave to puta question to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, (Mr. Cusu- 
1NG,) in relation to a ‘bill which he (Mr. B.) thought he remem- 
bered to have been introduced to the House some time ago, 
probably on a motion or notice of a colleague of his, and 
which, it was his impression, had been referred to that commit- 
tee. He (Mr. B.) referred to the bill to revive the act 
lation to the preservation of neutrality. He desired to | 
what had become of that bill, Was it the intention 






committee to report it, and ask action upon it at the presen: 
session? It seemed to him to be a matter of very considerable 


importance to revive that bill. The President, he thought, 
had sent a special message on the subject 

Mr. CUSHING said (hat the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Barnarp) was partly in error; he was in error in suppos 
ing that any bill had been referred wo th Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

‘Phe gentleman’s colleagre had propored to introduce a bill, 
and had given notice of his intenuon to ask leave to do go 
But, atthe time when the gentlenian endeavored to introduce 
the bill, itwas out of order, and the gentieman did not suc- 
ceed introducing it. No bill, therefore, was introduced or 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. There had, 
however, been referred to that committee a message from the 
President of the United States asking the attention of Congress 
tothe subject; and that messege was nowin possession of the 
committee. The committee had had seme discussion infor- 
mally, but without taking any specific vote on the subject. 
They had come to the conclusion that there was noimmediate 
exigency known to them requiring legislation upon it; and had 
decied to let this message, with several other subjects in the 
hands of the committee, take the ordinary course in such 
cases,and be subject to a general order of discharge at the 
close of the present session. 

Mr. BARNARD. Iam sorry to hear it. 

Here the conversation dropped. 

Mr. OWSLEY asked the House atthistime to allow him to 
offer the following resolution, heretofore offered by him but not 
received: 

Resolved%y the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
(two thirds of both Houses concurring.) That the following 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States be pro- 
posed to the Lecislatures of the several States, which, when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall 
be valid to all intents and purposes as part of said Constitution, 
to wit: 

Fitst. That no person who shall have been elected President 
of the United States shall be again eligible to that office. 

Second. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Re 
presentatives and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a law, be 
presented to the President of the United States; if he approve 
he shall sign it, but ifnot, he shall return it, with his objections, 
to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall en- 
ter the ebjections at large on their Journal and proceed to re- 
consider it. If, after such reconsideration, a majority of all the 
members elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, it 
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, 
by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by 
a majority of all the members elected to that House, it shall be 
comealaw. But in all such cases the votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names ofthe per- 
sons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the Jour- 
nal of each House respectively. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, remarking that this was too impor- 
tant a matter to take up at this time, when Congress was just 
about to adjourn F : 

Mr. OWSLEY movedi a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of enabling hin to offer the resolution, 

Mr. MALLORY asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. AARON. V. BROWN wished a division, so as to sus- 
pend the ruie for the reception of the resolution as tothe Pre- 
sidential term, but not for the other. The first was a proposi- 
tion which probably would not meet with any great objection. 

Mr, TRIPLETT suggested that the question would be divisi- 
ble after the resolution had been introduced. 

And the SPEAKER so decided. ° 

Mr. STEENROD raised the question of order, that the sub- 
ject matter of tis resolution did notcome within the rule pre- 
scribing and limiting the action of the House during the present 
session 

The SPEAKER s:iid thata motion to suspend the rules, if it 
prevailed, suspended ali the rules. 

The question was then taken of the motion to suspend the 
rules, and was decided in the negative, as follows—yeas 87, 
nays Sl. 

So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were 
not suspended. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE (leave having been denied) moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, to enable him to introduce a resolution 
in relation to furnishing the new members of the present, 
Congress with the books heretofore furnished to new mem- 
bera, &c. 

The question being taken, the House refused to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. AARON V. BROWN moved a suspension ofthe rule, for 
the purpose of taking up and considering the following resolu- 
tion, heretofo e offered by him: 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several] States, which, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the States shall be valid 
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution, to wit: 
“No person who shall hereafter be elected President, of the 

Inited States, and who shall serve as such, veriod of four 
years, or any part thereof, sey be again le to that of 
fice, This disability not to eftend to any perséh on whom 
the office or the duties of President may have been devolved 
by reason of the death, resignation, or removal of.the Pre- 
sident.” 

And, on the motion to suspend the rule, Mr. WELLER asked 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mc. BOTTS said the motion waa to suspend tie rule to in- 
troduce this resolution. He hoped it would not be done. When 
we get one good President, Mr. B. hoped we should keep him 
for 16 years. 

Mr. PROFFIT eaid if one gentleman was allowed to make 
remarks why should not others? 

The SPEAKER called to order. ae one 

The question was then taken, and decided in‘the negative: 
Yeas 99, nays 58. 

So (two-thirds not voting therefor) the motion to suspend the 
rules was not agreed to. 

THE FISCAL CORPORATION BILL. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, Mr. BOTTS called for 
the special ordei of theday, being the veto message transmitted 
yesterday by the President of the United Statep, to the billto 
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provide for the collection, safe -keeping, and disbursement of 
the public revenue by means of a corporation, to besstyled the 
“Pical Corporation of the United States.” 

The Constitution of the Unfted States, article 1, section 7, pro. 
vides: 

“If he [the President} approve [the bill} heeball sign it, but 
if not, he shall return it, with hes objections, to that House in 
which it shall iginated, who shall enier the objections at 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider tt. Dy. afver 
such reconetderation, two-thirds of that House shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, te 
the other House, by which ic shall likewise be recorerdered, 
and, if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a 
law.”? : 

And the House, in accordance with this provision, proceeded 
to reconsider the bill. 

Mr. BOTTS said that but for the pecutiar position he oc. 
cnpied before the House and before the county, he should Jet 
the veto message pass without further remark; but bis position 
was such as to present irresistible claims upon him to place 
himself in his trua position, and to answer the challenge of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusuino] fo. an argu- 
ment. 

Mr. B. said he had applied harsh epithets to the President— 
he had charge’! him wih perfidy and with treachery: and hay- 
ing done so, he held himse!f under obligation to make good the 
charge: and ifnot cut off by the hour rule he would make it 
good, or would take upon himself all the odium of having made 
a false charge. If any disinterested person, after hearing what 
he had to bring forward, would say that he had not made good 
the charge, he was ready to take back every word, and to make 
tothe President the most ample atonement and apology. 

He must first advert tothe character of the message. 
it would be remembered, 
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Mr. B 
had pre‘icted that thie bill would not 
receive the sanction of the President: yet he wasata loss, and 
felt a strong curiosity as to what possible ground his refusal 
would be placed upon. The bill had come back without the 
President's signature, accompanied by what the President 
chose to style his objections to the bill, but without one solita- 
ry reason which could operate for a single moment on any in- 
telligent mind. Mr. B. said he had examined the bill, and bad 
taken from it the points. Asthe Constitution limited the Preai- 
dent to “objections,” he should consider all the points made by 
him as so many items ofconstitutional objection to the bill. 

The President commenced with expressing his regret that he 
could not sign the bill. Huis second point was, that thie was a 
bill fora National Bank per se. Mr. B. said be had occasion, 
once before, to tell the House that he was no | iwyer; but when 
he was at school he had learned a little Latin, and if he did not 
misunderstand, per se meant “by itself.’ Aad what National 
Bank was there which was not a National Bank by itself? What 
wis the distinction between a National Bank and a National 
Bank per se? 

3. The third point admits that the veto power odght to be 
very cautiously used, &c. Onthis point Mr. B. believed all 
were agreed; and he was extremely sorry the President had not 
practised upon his own theory. 

1 The Pre 1ext Point Was that the veto never could 
be exercised, save when a bill had passed both Houses by a 
constitutional majority. ‘This, Mr. B. thought, was not a very 
new discovery; he presumed most gentlemen knew that, be- 
fore the President stated it as one of his objectiona to the bill. 

5. Inthe fifth point the President came back to the per se 
bill, and objected to its utle. The title of the bill formed one 
of the President’s constitutional objections to 1; and his par- 
ticular objection seemed to be that it had the term “public 
revenue” init; the word “public” being putin italics. So it 
appeared that ifit had beer. for private revenue, the objection 
would have been obviated. Was that the President’a mean- 
ina? Now Mr. B. did not know if it was true, but references 
were made to rumor—he did not speak of that two-legged ru. 
mor which sometimes stalked about the Capitol, but of rumor 
with a thousand tongues—but rumor eaid that this very title 
was inthe President’s owa handwriting, and that its terms 
were suggested by himself. The President objected that it 
shoul! be denominated “ta bill for the collection, salekeeping, 
and disbursement of the public revenue; but what bill, in the 
name of God, could we have paseed on the subject which 
would not have been entitled to sucha title? 

6. The next objection was, that the provisions of the bill did 
not contradict ite tile. A very strange ot} cuon! First the 
President objects to the tiJe of the bill; and thee that the bill 
does not contradict its urle! 

7. Hisseventh objection was that it provided that Congreas 
should potcharter another bank within the next twenty years, 
So he presumed that if Congresa would only pase baifa dozen 
banks of the same character, i wuuld at once remove this con- 
stitutional objection ‘ 

8. Butthe next objection was, that the bill excluded the 
power of discounts. Now let it be bornein mind that the strong 
objection to the first Bank bill had been that it authorized die- 
counts; but the present bill, with an express view to meet and 
remove the President's objections, had been so drawn as to ex. 
clude that power 

These, he presumed, were the constitutional objections of the 
President to this bill. After stating them thus generally, the’ 
President came down to detaile, and they were not of encli a de 
scription as recommended them to Mr. G's approbation. One 
of them was that the bill did not provide for regulating the 
rates of exchange. Now Mr. 8. imagined it would somewhat 
trouble the President’s ingenuity to frame any bill that would, 
especially for twenty yearstocome, The other was a most re- 
markable objection, indeed; after objecting to the bill because 
it excluded discounts, his last objection wae, that the bill did 
not authorize discounts in the District of Columbia! Would 
the President’s objections tothe bill be removed if Congress 
should pass a bill to charter a second bank? Mr. B, remem- 
bered to have heard the project suggested in Virginia, 
of having to National Banks, one a Northera and the 
other a Southern bank; and the scheme was, for a time, 
a great favorite with the sky-scrapere in that State. Ia 
conclusion, the President hegeed, payed, supplicated Con- 

reas for a litte more time. The President of the United 

tates, a man who had filled al! the highest stations 
in the country; who had been Governor of his own State: a Be. 
nator of the United States; who had, for a short time, filled the 
office of Vice President, and was now the chief Magietrate of 
this Union, wanted further tim@to consider the subject of a Na- 
tional Bank, after that subject had occupied Congress and the 
country forthese three moths past! He asked for more time— 
more time to consummate his wicked (if he had such) aad hig 
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mischievous designs with the Opposition party. The Presi- 
dent f the peculiarity ofhis position. was tts pe- 
culiasity? The President had come into power with a larger 
number of votes than any man since the foundation of this Go- 
Veroment, save the ever to be lamented chief whose name stood 
etthe head of the ticket. tHe had come to Congress and told 
them he was prepared to givethe Administration of that man 
his cordial support: he came backed by a great and a triumph- 
ent party, With an overwhelming majority; but, inspired bya 
med ambition, that same men, within the short space of twenty 
daya, with a view to secure his own re election, detached him- 
oeil from his friends and his party, and threw himself inte the 
armé uf the Opposition; defied all the obligations vader which 
the Whigs had come into power in rela'ion to the subject of the 
currency; trifled with the must eager wishes of the nation; 
egnivocated for three months; and then—just as the close of the 
peasion ke asked their compassionand forgiveness. He found 
no compassion in Mr. B’s bosom; nor did he think be merived 
it from any man who krew what his course had been. Bat 
the President said that he hail signed all the bills sent to him 
for every other object—why should his friends complain be- 
cause he differed from them on this one poor, litue, trifling, 
insignificant question of the currency? True; he did sign 
the other bills—and why? Nothing but the deepest, 
the most unqualified commitial of himself, beth in the 
Legisiature and in his opening address had induced him to sign 
the Land bill; and, if. rumor spoke the truth, in regard to that 
bili he hesitated long. The message concluded in the most self- 
complacent style; the President was entyely satisfied with him- 
self, and confident that he had followed the footsteps of hie “god. 
jike predecessors” Who the godlike predecessora were to 
whom healluded, Mr. B. was not, perhaps, as well advised as 
gome othergentiemen, He knew, indeed, who the two godlike 
men were whom Mr. Tyler had re‘erred to when attacking Gen, 
Jaekeon for the removal of the deposites—he then referred to 
Jefferson and Madison. [Here Mr. B. quoted the language re- 
ferred to, froma speech of Mr. Tyler in the Senate.] Of these, 
one (Mr. Madison) had been called to act upon a bill fora Na- 
tional Bank sent him from both Houses of Congress; and bad 
President Tyier followed the illustrious, the glorious example 
of Mr. Madison on that occasion? No; he had rejected it. 

Asto the style of this message, God only knew whether the 
President had wiitien itornot. When Mr. B. read some of the 
passages in it. he had been ready io suspect that somebody con- 
nected with the Herald had had a hand in it. Be that as it might, 
this he would say, that, if hisown boy of fifteen had written him 
a letter with as much tomfoolery in it, he should have taken 
him from school, and sent him to the plough 

Mr. B said he should proceed to examine the course of the 
President with: mildnees; let not gentlemen laugh, as if that was 
impossible; Mr B. could be mild sometitnes. General Jacksen 
uged to sty it was sometimes policy to be rash and violent, and 
Mr. B. didnot know but this would be a fit time for such a 
course; but he should treat the matter with all moderation and 
mildnesa, for, in truth, he felt very lide exciiement as to this 
Bank bill now. He had watched its progress as one friend 
watched the lingering death-bed of another, until hisexcitement 
had passed away; but his indignation was only increased. 

Mr. B. said he would now lay down a proposition which 
could not be denied; and that was, that the great and all-absorb- 
ing question which had divided the two great parties in this 
country for years past, was the currency question. This Jay at 
the foundativa of every other. Mr. B. was not going to be so 
ridiculous as to say that that was the only issue made before 
the people in al! portions of the country during the late election. 
The questions discussed were various. This ofa Bank was 
one, but ii was not the only one. The Sub-Treasury was ano 
ther; neither was that the only one. The Distribution bill was 
one, but not the only one. The Hooe case was one, but it was 
not the only one. The Whigs had not deemed it proper, 1t_ was 
not good policy, to drive from them those who were ready to 
join their ranks on other questions, because they did not agree 
with them about a Bank; but it evinced gross ignorance to 
affirm that this was not the great and most important of all the 
questions The Wh g party had then sent delegates to Harrie 
burg, and Mr. Tyler went thereasone. A confidential [riend of 
his in the Senate { Mr. Rives] had said, for Mr. B_ had heard him, 
that the nomination at Harrisborg turned on the question of 
‘Rank or no Bank !” and buat for Mr. Cray’s known commital 
to a Bank of the United States, he wou!d have been nominated; 
but that as Harrison was not so committed, he obtained the 
nomination. Did the Senator. in that remark, expreas the 
sentiment of his friend, the President?) Mr. B. presumed he 
did. And if he did, in what attitude did i place the Presi- 
dent? After he got to Harrisburg, he recommended Mr. 
Clay, and, if rumor again was true, he wept and cried over 
the result. Yes; be cried to think that the Bank man had 
been superseded by the anti-bank man! Now, every body 
knew that during (he interval between Genera! Jackson’s veto 
of the Bank bill and the Convention at Harrisburg thousands 
and thousands of men had changed their opinion in reference 
to a National Bank, from the results of experience which had 
passed under their eyes. Mr. B, admitied, in its broadest 
genae, that from Mr. Tyler's first entrance on public lile to 
the date of his appointment to the Harrisburg Convention, eve 
ry sentiment of his mind had been hostile to a bank; but when 
he went there, had not the public reason to believe that his 
geniiments had undergone a change? Certainly they had 
But, further than that, Mc, B. said he knew such to be the fact. 
He had travelled with him on board a steamboat, and had 
heard him more than twenty times declare that hia opinion 
had changed (o this extent, that a National Bank was necessary 
to the welfare and prosperity of the country, and that we could 

Lon without it, 
me WISE here rose and sald: “Will my colleague” 
Here his voice was lost to the Reporter, amidst cries of 
a no! Gooa! goon! Don’tyickl the floor! Go on! 
” 
o= BOTTS said he had stated precisely what Mr. Tyler 
had said; and he was prepared to prove that Mr. T. had gone 
to Harriaburg under the tufluence-of these sentiments; nor had 
he changed them until within about twenty days from the 
time he came to Congross. He had been addressed by a 
committee ay pointed in the we of Henrico, Virginia, as 
to hissentiments in relation 1o a bank; and in his reply Mr. 
T. had tried to be as much “con committal” as he could, but 
he told the committee that he agreed with the sentiments of 
Harrison in his Dayton speech. Now thenewspapers, 
when referring to that Dayton speech, were too much in the 
hebit of quoting only one portion of it. Mr. B. would read 
fhe passage which was usually omitted, and which went fully 
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for a Bank asa matter of necessity, (Mr. B. here quoted from 
the ) These were the sentiments and adopted 
by Mr. Tyler in relation toa Bank., And what did that same 
speech say as to the exercise of the velo power? (Mr. B. here 
quoted a very strong paskage against the propriety of setting 
aside the willof the People, &c.) How, al.s! had the Presi- 
sident practised on these sentumentsof the Dayion speech? He 
had t» ice exercised the veto power on bill. substantially his 
own. He would take the liberty to tell his colleague {Mr. 
Wiser} that twice duing the election the President pubiicly 
employed the same language. He was invited to attend a 
Whig Convention in Ohio. Ie accepted the invitation, and 
travelled allthe way up from the fish bonecountry in Virginia 
into the State of Olio forthe purpose of attending. Whenin 
the Convention he was treated with marked respect. On his 
way hestopped at Wheeling; and what was the language of a 
paper published onthe spot?’ (Uere Mr. B quoted from a_ pa; 
per which described the speech of Mi. Tyler, in which he had 
shaken anempty purse at the people, ridiculed the hard-money 
humbug, and declared that he preferred good United. States 
Bank bills to gold and silver. Mr. B. also quoted another ac 

countof a speech at Grave Creek, Marshall county, and stated 
that a private letter, fully confirming the account, had been 
written to adistinguished member of that House, who was rea- 
dy to produce it.] 

Let not gentlemen roll up the whites of their eyes at the 
accusation of perfidy. He could tell gentlemen who happen- 
ed notto be familiar with President Tyler’s past histury, that 
this was not the first time that perfidy and treachery had been 
charged against that gentleman, and proved apam him. In 
1827, he ha! been Governor of Virginia. John Randolph was 
then a candidate for the Senate. Mr. T. deprecated all opposi- 
tion to his election, and declared himself ready to throw him- 
self into the breach sword in hand. Yetthen, as now, he had 
listened to the Oj position party, and by means of their votes 
had defeated his friend. Mr. B. was, to be sure, in a position to 
reap the benefit of the treason, and so could not say much in 
the way of complaint; but it had certainly been far from rais- 
ing his opinion of John Tyler. Ie had in his hand a letter 
which exposed the history of the whole transaction. A large 
dinner was given to Gen Floyd and Mr. Giles, to which Mr. 
Tyler had not been invited, and Thomas Ritchie bad then 
spoken of him in the following language. [Here Mr. B. quoted 
from the Richmond Enquirer } 

A political change ensued, and before six years were out, Mr. 
Tyler was an excellent Whig, and, as such, elected. A similar 
charge of treachery had again been preferred against him three 
years ago. Mr. B. had then been in the Legislature, and had 
defended him against the accusation, because he could not 
bring himself to believe that he was guilty. But Mr. Tyler’s 
recent conduct had very much shaken his confidence on :hat 
subject. He did not, however, pretend even now to say that 
the charge had been well founded. It rested on very similar 
ground to the present case. Mr Tyler had been asked 
whether he would accept a nomination from the party op- 
posed to -him, to which it was said he had replied by ex- 
pressing his willingness to accept the nomination of any 
party that would give itto him. The effect had been utterly 
to prostrate him in Virginia, insomuch that he could not get 
from the people of that State the appointment of constable. 
The confirmation of this was founded in the fact, that when, in 
the Harrisburg Cenvention, he had been accidentally nomi- 
nated, (and his nomination was the result of accident alone,) 
not one ofahe Virginia delegation there present was willing to 
endorse the nomination. They could not go back to the peo- 
ple of Virginia, and tell them that they had supported such a 
nian; so they excused themselves on the ground that it weuld 
be indelicate to vote jor one of their own colleagues. Indeli- 
cate? Did the delegates from Kentucky esteem it indelicate 
to support the nomination of Mr. Clay? Did those from Ohio 
esteem it indelicate to support General Harrizon? No such 
thing. The truth was, the Virginia delegation thought it 
indelicate to vote against Mr. Tyler, and so they did not vote 
at all, 

There was a very remarkable speech made hy Mr. Tyler 
in 1834, many parte of which were most admirably suited to 
the times; so much so, that had net Mr. B. had a speech of his 
own to make, he might almost have been. content to read 
Mr. Tyler’s, ae the best commentary on the present state of 
things [Here Mr. B. quoted from the speech several very re- 
markab‘e passages, in one which Mr. JT. denounced with much 
warmth the idea ofa President having evil advisers, who urged 
him to oppose the legislative will, and strongly urged the pro- 
priety of resisting all such influence, and yielding to the will of 
the people.] Such was Mr. T.’s language to General Jackson, 
when the latter was vetoing the Bank bill. 

Under this state of circumstances Congress assembled, and 
what was the President’s first act? An intimaiion that the 
currency must be reformed, and a submission to the discre- 
tion of Congress as to which of the three modes they would 
adopt, by which alone the object coul! be effected. Now, if 
the President at that time hid determined not to sign any bill 
fora Bank, why did he suiler Congress to go on for ten, twelve, 
sixteen we: ks, deliberating on that measure, at the expense of 
five thousand @0ats a day? 
own Secretary ft plan, and a projet was accordingly sub- 
mitted; but the Senate not adopting it, inserted in another bill a 
compromise Clagee, with the express end and aim of reconcil- 
ing the Presidio the bill; yet that very clause was made a 
pretext for geturning it with his veto. They then took up his 
own bill, and sent him that; but ten weeks afier ithad been the 
constant subject of the President’s conversation, he declared he 
had never read the bill, He was the asked what bill he would 
sign; and his reply was that he had not had time for considera- 
tion—just as he now did in his last message; he had not had 
time to look into the subject. 

Under thése circumstances another bill was prepared for the 
purpose of heading the President. Yes that was the object, 
and “head him or die” was Mr. B’s maxim. He was afraid, 
however, befure he should have time to succeed in that 
the President would have headed himself. Headed he most 
assuredly would be, cither by himself or some o:her person. 
Mr. B did not say that he should do it. Much confidential 
and private conversation had in time passed between the 
President and Mr. B. and which he should forever bury in 
his own bosom, He should not repeat private conversations 
or publish private letters, but there were some things which 
were not private. The President had axpecedty, Corlored to 
the Ohio delegation—{ A voice. You mean the hig portion 
of them.] Certainly. None but Whigs were then about the 
President, however he may now be susrounded and fawned 


The Senate had called upon his, 
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t party. He said to 
ae oe ion that he would sign he 

Ww ‘9 bill. He had told Mr. B. personally that he would, 
and a that he should sign it with pleasure, observing at 
the same time thas it was not precisely such a bill as met his 
views. If left to suit his own opinions, he would preier a bill 
with sach andsucn provisions, which provisions were jdenii. 
cally the same with those in the bil he had vewed, with iwo 
excepuons, He said that he di} not object to a capital of thir. 
ty five millions, but thought that. fiteen millions would be suf- 
ficient; in support of which opinion he had referred Mr, B. to 
the sentiments. of Mr. Gallatin. The President had former} 
drawn bo disiinction berween foreign and domestic bills of ex. 
change; but a change had come over the spirit of kis dream 
and he now held that the Bank must-deal in foreign bills only, 
and accordingly that restriction was inserted in the bil! express. 
ly to meet his views, Buino, that bill weuld not do, 
what sort ofa bill would do?’ Mr. B. had before said, 
now repeated, that the President had changed hi# opin 
this session opened just as often as the sun had risen, 
lasted now some hundred and twenty days. [A viice. No 
not over a hundred.) - Well. a hundred a days, anda hundred 
changes of opinion were quite sufficient. 

And now it would we weil enough to look a little into the 
causes which had produced this chanve. It was about the 20th 
of July when doubts began to be intimated whether the Presi. 
dent would sign the Bank bill. When Congress met, no such 
doubt was feltin any quarter. Where was ithe man, Wh'g or 
Loco Foco, who expressed a doubt about the matter? Whs 
was the cry of repeal got up? That showed thatthere was no 
apprehension on the part of the Loco Focos that the bill would 
not be signed, for they concerted the plan of raising a repeal 

yarty on the express assumption that it would be signed; but 
Sefer the middle of July a doubt arose, and just about tha’ pe- 
riod the Richmond Enyuirer began to discover that President 
Tyler was a marvellous proper man; that he wasa patriotic. 
highminded statesman, anda national benefactor Mr. Ritchie 
began to tickle him with “soft corn,” and Mr. Tyler fattened 
on it like a house-pig. And what proposition was then brought 
forward ? 

(Mr. B. here quoted an article from the Richmond Enquirer, 
in the form ofa letter to Mr. Tyler, suggesting certain calcula. 
tions as to his political prospects. } 

Here it is, said Mr. B. open and direct Did it take? Did 
President Tyler accede to it? Mr. B. insisted that from that 
hour the whole policy of the Administration was changed. 
He did not say there had been any bargain and sale. Those 
who put facts together would draw their own inference. What 
had since then been the course pursued as to removals? Mr. 
B. would refer but to one case, A member from Kentucky, 
from the Louisville district, [Mr. Graves,) had openly in the 
House pointed to the Reporters’ desk of the Globe, and had re. 
ferred to an individual who, as he said, received a salary of 
$1,200 as a clerk in one of the Departments, and who. never- 
theless, continued to report for the Globe. When the. Whigs 
came into power, if rumor spoke the truth, that man was turn. 
ed out of office, incompany with a number of others, by the 
head of the Department. They immediately appea'ed to Pre- 
sident Tyler. declaring themselves, though hostile to the princi- 
ples of the Whig party and the election of General Harrison, 
to be good Tyler men. What was the consequence? ‘hey 
were reinstated before sundown; and if the individual in ques- 
tion, being too proud to hold office under such circumstances, 
had since resigned, it did not affect the question. While this 
was going on at Washingion, what was the case in othe: parts 
of the country?’ Was any remansirance, any admonition from 
Whigs heeded atali by President Tyler? 

Now, did any body talk of John Tyler for the Presidential 
sticcession? Yes; and who? Did the Whigs? No. Did the 
Locofocos?. Yes. Now, was it credible that that party would 
take John Tyler as their candidate without any change of opi- 
nion? They formerly opposed and ridiculed him. There 
must then have been a change somewhere, but the Locofscos 
had not changed. What was the natural inference; the plain, 
the obvious, the palpable inference? That Mr. Tyler had 
changed. 

Butthis was no betrayal—no treachery—not at all. And 
why? Because it was a difference of opinien on only one 
point. Onone point? Why Arnold and Hull differed from 
their brother officers only on one point, and that was, whether 
they should fight for or againstwheir country. And was there 
any less difference here? The question there was, shall I fight 
for America or go over to the British. The question here, slia!! 
T remain with the Whig party, or go ever to the Locofocos? 
Mr. B. here, alluding to the shert remnant of the hour which 
was left him, said he must omit much that he had prepared. 
He would say but a word on the one-term system, and on that 
point he would quote a toast given ny Mr. Tyler in 1837, at a 

public dinner in Southampton. [Here Mr. B. quoted the toast, 
commencing with words “Pilgrim Presidents and travelling 
Cabinets,” and denouncing. in the strongest terms, the mis- 
chievous effects of a second term. ] ; 

After briefiy referring to some expressions in the Presi- 
denUs Inaugutal Address, Mr, Borrs* said he wished to cor- 
rect some misapprehensions as to his letter, which had been 
sent, not to a groggery as had been asserte}, but to one 
of the most respectable reading-rooms in the country. It had 
been said that, at the same time Mr. B. had written that letier 
he had addressed another to the President in terms of the waim- 
est affection and friendship. It was due to himself to say that 
this assertion, come from whence it might, was an absolute 
falsehood. It grew out ofa misapprehension. He would eay 
it was a mistake. Six days before the veto was received, he had 
written a letter to the President, (and he did net know by what 
right the Locofocos had seen that letter,) and he would now read 
a copy of it openly tothe House and to the country. _ {Mr. B. 
here read the letter at length, and had just concluded it when his 
no eUILMER 1 ble and 

Mr. GILMER made an able and elequent speech, in rep! 
fully vindicating the President. eee 

In the course of the speech some personal allusions were 
make to abet made by Mr, Borrs on the result of the election; 
ani when My. G, had concluded— 


Mr. BOTTS made an explanation, in the course of 


he applied some tather strong terms to the insinuations of 
colleague. ‘ 


The CHAIR called him to order; and 
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and he 
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Mr. PROFFIT, who had yielded the floor for iliac 
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